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CHAP. I. 

I'ollowers of the Army.—Inconveniences resulting 

from fueb. 

'jro return to the legion of commiflaries 

&c. Thefe employments were at firffc 

given to very inferior people; it was feen, 

however, that as the fcale of military ope¬ 

rations and -erections increafed, thefe peo¬ 

ple were enriching themfelves, both at the 

expence of the king, and of the inhabitants, 

whom they frequently exafperated into 

infolence or refinance, and then ufed that 

pretext to keep in their own hands the 

payments to which thefe people were en¬ 

titled, When their waggons and Haves 

were prefled into the fervice, it was ne- 

ceflary to employ fuch perfons from the 

firft. The colonel and the mayor, and all 

whom they could influence, did all they 

vol. ii. b could 



could to alleviate an evil that could not be 

prevented, and was daily aggravating dis¬ 

affection. They found, as the importance 

of thefe offices increafed, it would conduce 

more to the public good, by larger Salaries 

to induce people who were gentlemen to 

accept them, fince, having that character to 

Support, and being acquainted with the peo¬ 

ple and their language, they knew beft how 

to qualify and foften, and where to apply, 

—fo as leaft to injure or irritate. Some 

young men, belonging to the country, 

were at length prevailed on to accept two 

or three of the'e offices ; which had the 

happieft effect, in conciliating and conquer¬ 

ing the averfion that exifted againft the 

regulars. 

Among the firft of the natives who 

engaged in thofe difficult employments, 

was one of aunt's adopted fons, formerly 

mentioned ; Philip Schuyler of the pafture, 

as he was called, to diftinguiffi him from 

the other nephew; who, had he lived, 

would have been the colonel’s heir. He 

appeared merely a carelefs, good humour¬ 

ed 
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ed young man. Never was any one fo 

little what he feemed, with regard to ability, 

activity, and ambition, art, enterprize, 

and perfeverance ; all of which he poffeffed 

in an uncommon degree, though no man 

had !efs the appearance of thefe qualities: 

eafy, complying, and good humoured, the 

converfations, full of wifdom and found 

policy, of which he had been a feemingly 

inattentive witnefs, at the Flats, only flept 

in his recollection, to wake in full force 

when called forth by occafion. 

A fhrewd and able man, who was 1 

think a brigadier in the fervice, was ap¬ 

pointed quarter-mafler-general, with the en¬ 

tire fuperintendance of all the boats, build¬ 

ings, &c. in New York, the Jerfeys, and 

Canadian frontier. He had married, when 

very young, a daughter of Colonel Ren- 

felaer. Having at the time no fettled plan 

for the fupport of a young family, he felt 

it incumbent on him to make fome unufual 

exertion for them. Colonel Schuyler and 

his confort not only advifed him to accept 

an inferior employment in this bufinefs, 

b 2 but 
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but recommended him to the Brigadier 

Bradftreet, who had the power of difpofing 

of fuch offices, at that time daily growing 

in importance. They well knew that 

he poffefied qualities which might not only 

render him an ufeful fervant to the public*, 

but clear his way to fortune and diftinction. 

His perfect command of temper, his acute- 

nefs, his difpatch in bufinefs, and, in the hour 

of focial enjoyment, his eafy tranfition to 

all that carelefs frank hilarity and indolent 

good humour, which feems the peculiar pri¬ 

vilege of the free and difencumbered mind, 

adlive and companionable, made him a great 

acquifition to any perfon under whom he 

might happen to be employed. This the 

penetration of Bradftreet foon difcovered ; 

and he became not only his fecretary 

and deputy, but in a fhort time after, 

his ambaflador, as one might fay: for be¬ 

fore Philip Schuyler was twenty-two, the 

general, as he was univerfally ft) led, lent 

him to England to negociate fome bulinels 

of importance with the board of trade and 

plantations. In the meanwhile fome other 

young 

i 
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young men, natives of the country, ac* 

eepted employments in the fame depart- 

ment; by this time greatly extended. 

Averfe as the country people were to the 

army, they began to relifh the advantage 

derived from the money which that body of 

prote&ors, fo much feared and detefted, 

expended among them. This was more 

confiderable than might at firft be imagined. 

Government allowed provifions to the 

troops ferving in America; without wfiich 

they could not indeed have proceeded 

through an uninhabited country; where, 

even in fuch places as were inhabited, there 

were no regular markets, no competition 

for fupply; nothing but exorbitant prices 

could tempt thofe people who were not 

poor, and found a ready market for all 

their produce in the Weft Indies. Now 

having a regular fupply of fuch provifions 

as are furniflied to the fleet, they had no 

occafion to lay out their money for fuch 

things; and rather purchafed the produce 

of the country, liquors, &c. for which the 

natives took care to make them pay very 

b 3 high; 
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high ; an evil which the Schuylers moderat¬ 

ed as much as poffible, though they could 

not check it entirely. This provifion-fyftem 

was a very great, though neceflary evil; 

for it multiplied contra&ors, commiffaries, 

and ftore-keepers, without end. At a dii- 

tance from the fource of authority, abufes 

increafe, and redrefs becomes more diffi¬ 

cult ; this of itfelf is a fufficient argument 

againft the extenfion of dominion. Many 

of thofe new comers were ambiguous 

chara&ers, originally from the old country, 

(as expatriated Britons fondly call their 

native land,) but little known in this, 

and not happy fpecimens of that they had 

left. Thefe fatellites of delegated power 

had all the infolence of office, and all that 

avidity of gain which a fudden rife of 

circumftances creates in low and unprin¬ 

cipled minds; and they, from the nature 

of their employment, and the difficulty 

of getting provifions tranfported from 

place to place, were very frequently the 

medium of that intercourfe carried on be¬ 

tween the military and the natives 5 and 

did 
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did not by any means contribute to raife 

the Britifh character in their eftimation. 

I dwell the more minutely on all thefe 

great, though neceiTary evils, which invaria¬ 

bly attend an army in its progrefs through 

a country which is the theatre of adual 

war, that the reader may be led to fet a 

juft value on the privileges of our highly 

favoured region; which, fitting on many 

waters, fends forth her thunders through 

the earth; and while the fartheft extremes 

of the eaft and weft bend to her dominion, 

has not for more than half a century heard 

the found of hoftility within her bounds. 

Many unknown perfons, who were in fome 

way attached to the army, and refolved to 

live by it in fome fhape, fet up as traders ; 

carried ftores fuited to military confumption 

along wr h them,and finally eftablifhedthem- 

felves as merchants in Albany. Some of thefe 

proved worthy charafters, however; and 

inter-marrying with the daughters of the 

citizens, and adopting in fome degree their 

fober manners, became in procefs of time 

eftimable members of fociety. Others, 

b 4 and 
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and indeed the greateft part of them,rofe like 

exhalations; and obtaining credit by dint of 

addrefs and aflurance, glittered for a time ; 

affeCting fhewy and expenfive modes of 

living, and aping the manners of their pa¬ 

trons. Thefe, as foon as peace diminifhed 

the military eftablifhment, and put an end 

to that ferment and fluctuation, which the 

aCtual prefence of war never fails to excite, 

burft like bubbles on the furface of the 

fubliding waves, and aftonifhed the Alba¬ 

nians with the novel fpectacle of bankruptcy 

and imprifonment. All this gradually 

wrought a change on the face of fociety; 

yet fuch was the difguft which the imputed 

licentioufnefs, foppery, and extravagance 

of the officers, and the pretenfions unfup- 

ported by worth or knowledge of their 

apes and followers, produced; that the 

young perfons, who firft married thofe am¬ 

biguous new comers, generally did fo with¬ 

out the confent of their parents; whofe 

affedfion for their children, however, foon 

reconciled them. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 
_ I 

Arrival of a new Regiment.—Domine Freyling- 

hausen. 

A regiment came to town about this 

time 3 the superior officers of which 

were younger, more gay, and less amena¬ 

ble to good counsel than those who used to 

command the troops, which had formerly 

been placed on this station. They paid 

their visits at the Flats, and were received; 

but not as usual, cordially ; neither their 

manners nor morals being calculated for 

that meridian. Part of the Royal Ameri¬ 

cans, or independent companies, had at 

this time possession of the fort; some of 

these had families; and they were in gene¬ 

ral persons of decent morals, and of a mo¬ 

derate and judicious way of thinking, who, 

though they did not court the society of the 

natives, expressed no contempt for their 

manners or opinions. The regiment 1 

b 5 speak 



speak of, on the contrary, turned those 

plain burghers into the highest ridicule, 

yet used every artifice to get acquainted 

with them. They wished in short to act 

the part of very fine gentlemen ; and the 

gay and superficial in those days were but 

too apt to take for their model the fine 

gentlemen of the detestable old comedies: 

which good taste has now very properly 

exploded ; and at which, in every stage of 

society, the uncorrupted mind must have 

felt infinite disgust. Yet forms arrayed in 

gold and scarlet, and rendered more im- 

posingbyanairof command and authority, 

occasionally softened downinto gentleness 

and submission; and by that noisy gaiety 

which youthful inexperience mistakes for 

happiness, and that flippant petulance, 

which those who knew not much of the lan¬ 

guage, and nothing at all of the world, mis¬ 

took for wit, were very ensnaring. Those 

dangerously accomplished heroes made 

their appearance at a time when the English 

language began to be more generally un¬ 

derstood; and when the pretensions of the 

mew 
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merchants, commifiaries, &c. to the fla- 

tions they occupied were no longer dubious. 

Thofe poliffied ftrangers now began to 

make a part of general fociety. At this 

crifis it was found neceffary to have re- 

courfe to billets. The fuperior officers had 

generally been received either at the Flats, 

or accommodated in a large houfe which 

the colonel had in town, dhe manner in 

which the hofpitality of that family was ex- 

ercifed, the fele&ion which they made of 

fuch as were fitted to affociate with the young 

perfons who dwelt under their protection, 

always gave a kind of tone to fociety ; and 

held out a light to others. 

Madame’s filler, as l before obferved, 

was married to the refpectable and intelli¬ 

gent magiflrate, who adnnniftered jullice, 

not only to the town, but to the whole 

neighbourhood. In their houfe alfo fuch 

of the military were received, and kindly 

entert ined, as had the fan&ion of her lif¬ 

ter’s approbation. T his judicious and equi¬ 

table perfon, who, in the courle of trading 

in early life upon the la es, had undergone 

b 6 many 
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many of the hardfhips and even dangers^ 

which awaited the military in that perilous 

path of duty, knew well what they had to 

encounter in the defence of a furly and felf- 

righted race, who were little inclined to 

fhew them common indulgence ; far lefs 
\ 

gratitude. He judged equitably between 

both parties; and while with the moil: pa¬ 

triotic fteadinefs he refilled every attempt 

of the military to feize any thing with a 

high hand, he fet the example himfelf; 

and ufed every art of perfuafion to induce 

his countrymen to every conceffion that 

could conduce to the eafe and comfort of their 

protestors. So far at length he fucceeded, 

that when the regiment, to which 1 allude, 

arrived in town, and Ihewed in general an 

amiable and obliging difpofition, they were 

quartered in different houfes; the fuperior 

officers being lodged willingly by the mod. 

refpeftable of the inhabitants, fuch as, not 

having large families, had room to accom¬ 

modate them. The Colonel and Madame 

happened at the time of thefe arrangements, 

to be at New York. 
In 
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In the mean while fociety began to aflame 

a new afpecd : of the fatellites, who on va¬ 

rious pretexts, official and commercial, had 

followed the army, feveral had families, and 

thofe began to mingle more frequently with 

the inhabitants: thefe were as yet too fimple 

to detect the furreptidous tone of lax mo¬ 

rals and fecond-hand manners, which pre¬ 
vailed among many of thofe who had but 

very lately climbed up to the ftations they 

held, and in whofe houfes the European 

modes and diverfions were to be met with; 

not indeed in the beft ftyle, yet even in 

that ftyle they be gan to be reliffied by fome 

young persons, with whom the power of no¬ 

velty prevailed over that of habit; and in a 

few rare inftances,the influence of the young 

drew the old into a faint confent to thefe 

attempted innovations; but with many the 

refiftance was not to be overcome. 

In this hate of matters, one guardian 

genius watched over the community with 

unremitting vigilance. From the original 

fettiement of the place there had been a luc- 

ceffion of good quiet clergymen, who came 

from 

• • •. .• 
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from Holland to take the command of this 

expatriated colony. Thefe good men found 

an eafy charge among a people with whom 

the external duties of religion M ere fettled 

habits, which no one thought of difpenfing 

with; and where the primitive date ox 

manners, and the conftant occupation of the 

mind in planting and defending a territory 

where every thing was, as it were, to be new 

created, was a prefervation to the morals. 

Religion being never branded with the re¬ 

proach of imputed hypocrify, nor darkened 

by the frown of auftere bigotry, was vene¬ 

rated even by thofe who were content to 

glide thoughtlefs down the dream of time, 

without ferioufly confidering whither it was 

conveying them, till forrow or ficknefs re¬ 

minded them of the great purpofe for which 

they were indulged with the privilege of ex- 

idence. 

The Dominees, as thefe people called 

their miniders, contented themfelves with 

preaching in a fober and moderate drain to 

the people; and, living quietly in the retire¬ 

ment of their families, were little heard of 

but 
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but in the pulpit; and they fee med to confider 

a fludious privacy as one of their chief du¬ 

ties. Domine Freylinghaufen, however,, 

was not contented with this quietude, w-hich 

he feemed to confider as tending to languifh 

into indifierence. Ardent in his difpofition, 

eloquent in his preaching, animated and 

zealous in his converfation, and frank and 

popular in his manners, he thought it his 

duty to awaken in every bread: that num¬ 

bering fpirit of devotion, which he con- 

fidered as lulled by fecurity, or drooping 

in the meridian of profperity, like tender 

plants in the blaze of funfhine. Thefe he 

endeavoured to refrefh by daily exhortations, 

as well as by the exercife of his public duties. 

Though rigid in fome of his notions, his 

life was fpotlefs, and his concern for his 

people warm and affedionate; his endea¬ 

vours to amend and infpire them with hap¬ 

pier defires and aims, were confidered as 

the labour of love, and rewarded by the 

warmed: affe&ion, and the molt profound 

veneration; and what to him was of much 

more value, by a growing folicitude for 

the 

» 
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the attainment of that higher order of ex¬ 

cellence, which it was his delight to point 

out to them. But while he thus inceffantly 

allured to brighter worlds, and led the 

way,” he might perhaps infenfibly have ac¬ 

quired a tafte for dominion, which might 

make him unwilling to part with any por¬ 

tion of that moll defirable fpecies of power, 

which fubjefts to us, not human actions 

only, but the will which directs them. A 

vulgar ambition contents itfelf with power 

to command obedience, but the more ex¬ 

alted and refined ambition aims at a do¬ 

mination over mind. Hence the leaders 

of a fe£t, or even thofe who have powers to 

awake the dying embers of pious fervour, 

fway the hearts of their followers in a man¬ 

ner far more gratifying to them, than any 

enjoyment to be derived from temporal 

power. That this defire fhould unconfci- 

oufly gain ground in a virtuous and ardent 

mind, is not wonderful; when one con- 

fiders how the beft: propenfities of the hu¬ 

man heart are flattered, by fuppofing that 

we only fway the minds of others to in¬ 

cline 
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eline them to the paths of peace and hap¬ 

piness,and derive no other advantage from 

this tacit sovereignty, than that of seeing 

those objects of affectionate solicitude 

grow wiser and better. 

To return to the apostolic and much be¬ 

loved Freylinghausen. The progress which 

this regiment made in the good graces of 

his flock, and the gradual assimilation to 

English manners of a very inferior stand¬ 

ard, alarmed and grieved the good man not 

a little y arid the intelligence he received 

from some of the elders of his church, 

who had the honour of lodging the more 

dissipated subalterns, did not administer 

much comfort to him. By this time the 

Anglomania was beginning to spread. A 

sect arose among the young people, who 

seemed resolved to assume a lighter style 

of dress and manners, and to borrow their 1 

taste in thoserespects from their nevvfriends. 

. This bade fair soon to undo all the good 

pastor’s labours. The evil was daily grow¬ 

ing ; and what, alas, could Domine Frey¬ 

linghausen do but preach ? This he did 

earnestly, 



earnestly, and even angrily, but in vain. 

Many were exasperated but none reclaim¬ 

ed. The good domine, however, had those 

who shared his sorrows and resentments ; 

the elder and wiser heads of families, in¬ 

deed a great majority of the primitive in¬ 

habit ants, were stedfast against innovation. 

The colonel of the regiment, who was a man 

offashion and family,and possessedtalents 

for both good and evil pur poses, w as young 

and gay, and being lodged in the house 

of a very wealt hy citizen, w ho had before, 

in some degree, affected the newer modes 

of living, so captivated him with his good 

breeding and affability, that he was ready 

to humour any scheme of diversion which 

the colonel and his associates proposed. 

Under the auspices of this gallant com¬ 

mander, balls began to be concerted, and 

a degree of flutter and frivolity to take 

place, which was as iar from elegance as 

it was from the honest artless cheerful¬ 

ness of the meetings usual among them. 

The good domine more and morealarmed, 

.not content with preaching, now began to 

pro- 
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prophefy : but like Cafiandra, or to fpeak 

as juftly, though lefs poetically, like his 

whole fraternity, he was doomed always to 

deliver true predictions to thofe who never 

heeded them. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. in. 

Plays a£ted.—Difpleafure of the Domine* 

^ow the very ultimatum of degeneracy^, 

in the opinion of thefe fimple good 

people, was approaching; for now the of¬ 

ficers, encouraged by the fuccefs of all their 

projeflrs for aniufement, refolved to new- 

falhion and enlighten thofe aimable novices 

whom their former fchemes had attracted 

within the fphere ot their influence ^ and, 

for this purpofe, a private theatre was fitted 

up, and preparations made for aCting a 

play : except the Schuylers and their adopt¬ 

ed family, there was not perhaps one of the 

natives who underftood wnat was meant by 

a play. And by this time, the town, once 

fo clofely united by intermarriages and 

numberlefs other ties, which could not 

exift in any other ftate of fociety, was 

divided into two factions: one confifting 

almoft entirely of fuch of the younger 

clafs, 
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clafs, as, having a fmattering of New York 

education, and a little more of drefs and 

vivacity, or perhaps levity, than the reft, 

were eager to mingle in the fociety, and 

to adopt the manners of thole ftrangers. It 

is but juft, however, to add, that only a 

few of the more eftimable were included in 

this number; thefe, however they might 

have been captivated with novelty and plau- 

fibility, were too much attached to their 

older relations to give them pain, by an in¬ 

timacy with people to whom an impious 

negleft of duties the moft facred was gene¬ 

rally imputed, and whofe manner of treat¬ 

ing their inferiors, at that diftance from the 

conti oul of higher powers, was often fuch 

as to juftify the imputation of cruelty, 

which the leverity ot military punilhments 

had given rife to. The play, however, was 

ad'ted in a barn, and pretty well attended, 

notwithftanding the good Domine’s eameft 

charges to the contrary. It was the Beaux 

Stratagem ; no favourable fpecimen of the 

delicacy or morality of the Britilh theatre; 

and as for the wit it contains, very little of 
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that was level to the comprehenfion of the 

novices who were there fir ft initiated into 

a knowledge of the magic of the fcene, yet 

they cc laughed confumedly, as Scrub fays, 

and a finally did fo, “ becaufe they were 

talking of him.5 i hey laughed at ciubs 

geftures and appearance \ and they laughed 

very heartily at feeing the gay young 

enfigns, whom they had been ufed tc 

dance with, flirting fans, difplaying great 

hoops, and, with painted cheeks and co¬ 

loured eye-brows, failing about in female 

habiliments. I his was a jeft palpable and 

level to every underftanding ; and it was 

not only an excellent good one, but lafted 

a long while; for every time they looked 

t them when reftored to their own habits, 

they laughed anew at the recolleflion of their 

late mafquerade. cc It is much, fays Fal- 

ftaff, “ that a lie with a grave face, and a 

jeft with a fad brow, will do with a fellow 

who never had the ache in his fhoulders. 

One need only look back to the firft lude 

efforts at comic humour which delighted 

our fathers, to know what grofs and feeble 

jefts 
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jefts amufe the mind, as yet a Granger to 

refinement. The loud and artlefs mirth fo 

eafily excited in a good-humoured child, 

the naivete of its odd queftions and igno¬ 

rant wonder, which delight us while affo- 

ciated with innocence and fimpl city, would 

provoke the utmoft difguft if we met with 

them where we look for intell gence and 

decorous obfervances. The fimplic ty of 

primitive manners, in what regards the petty 

amufements, and minute attentions, to 

which we have become accuftomed, is ex¬ 

actly tantamount to that of childhood : it 

is a thing which, in our ftate of fociety, we 

have no idea of. Thofe who are from their 

depreffed fuuation ignorant of the forms of 

polithed life, know, at lead, that fuch exift- 

and either awkwardly imitate them, or care¬ 

fully avoid committing themfelves, by be¬ 

traying their ignorance. Here, while this 

firnphcity, (which, by the bye, was no more 

vulgar than that of Shake peare’s Miranda,) 

with its concomitant purity, continued un¬ 

broken by foreign modes, it had all the 

charm of undefigning childhood • but when 

half 
* 
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half education and ill fupported pretenfions 

took place of this fweet attraction, it af 

fumed a very different afpect; it was no 

longer fimplicity, but vulgarity. There are 

things that every one feels and no one can 

defcribe ; and this is one of them. ^ . 

But to return to our Mirandas and a eir 

theatrical heroes: the fame of their exhi¬ 

bitions went abroad, and opinions were 

formed of them no way favourable to t e 

aftors or to the audience. In this region 

of reality, where rigid truth was always un- if" J; .he, had no. learned .o «n- 

guifli between fiction and falfehood. It was 

faid that the officers, familiar with every 

vice and every difguife, had not only fpent 

a whole night in telling lies in a counter¬ 

feited place, the reality of which had never 

exifted, but that they were themfelves a lie, 

and had degraded manhood,, and broken 

through an exprefs prohibition m Scrip¬ 

ture, by affuming female habits; that they 

had not only told lies, but curfed and fwore 

the whole night; and affumed the charac¬ 

ters of knaves, fools, and robbers, which 
. every 
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every good and wife man held in detec¬ 

tion, and no one would put on unlefs they 

felt themfelves eafy in them. Painting 

their faces, of all other things, feemed moft 

to violate ,-he Albanian ideas of decorum, 

and was looked upon as a moft flagrant 

abomination. Great and loud was the out¬ 

cry produced by it. Little (killed in fo- 

phiftry, and ftrangers to all the arts “ that 

make the worfe appear the better reafon,” 

the young auditors could only fay « that 

indeed it was very amufing; made them 

laugh heartily, and did harm to nobody.” 

So ha, mless, indeed, and agreeable did this 

entertainment appear to the new convert: 

to falliion, that the Recruiting Officer wa: 

given out (or another night, to the greai 

annoyance of Mr. Freylinghaufen, who in¬ 

voked heaven and earth to witnefs and 

avenge this contempt, not only of his au- 

rhonty, but, as he exprefled it, of the fource 

trom whence it was deiived. Such had 

oeen the (andlity of this good man's life, 

and the laborious diligence and awful ear- 

neftnels with which he inculcated the doc- 
VQL. IJ. c trine 
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trines he taught, that they had produced a 

correfpondent effect, for the mo ft pait, on 

the lives of his hearers, and led them to 

regard him as the next thing to an evange- 

lift : accuffomed to fuccefs in all his under¬ 

takings, and to “ honour, love, obedience, 

troops of friends,” and all that gratitude 

and veneration can offer to its inoft diftm- 

guilhed objedt, this rebellion againft his au¬ 

thority, and contempt of his opinion, 'once 

the ftandard by which every one s judgment 

was regulated,) wounded him very deeply. 

The abhorrence with which he implied the 

parents of the tr'anfgreffors, among whom 

we e many young men of (pint and intelli¬ 

gence, was the occafion of fome family 

difagrcements, a thing formerly fcarce y 

known Thofe young people, accuffomed 

to regard their parents with implicit reve¬ 

rence, were unwilling to impute to them 

unqualfied harfhnefs, and therefore re¬ 

moved the blame of a conduct, lb unufual 

to their fpiritual guide; “ and while he 

thought, good eafy man, full furely his 

<>reatnefs was a ripening, nipt his root.” 
° nr iv 
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I'-atly one Monday morning, after the Do- 

m ne had, on the preceding day, been pe¬ 

culiarly eloquent on the fubject of thea- 

ti cal amufements and pein.cious innova¬ 

tions, fome unknown perfon left within his 

door a club, a pair of old fhoes, a cruft of 

bla> k biead, and a collar. Ihe worthy 

paftor was puzzled to think what th s could 

i-man; but had it too foon explained to 

him. It was an emblematic meflage, to 

figmfy the defire entertained of his depar¬ 

ture. The ftick was to pufh h m away, the 

tnoes to wear on the road, and the bread 

and money a provifton for his journey. 

Ihefe fymbols appear, in former days, to 

have been more commonly ufed, and better 

underftood than at prefent; for inftance 

we find that u hen R obert Bruce, afterwards 

king of Scotland, was in a kind of honour¬ 

able captivity in the court of England; 

when fiis friend, the Earl of Glocefter, dd'- 

eovered that it was the intention of the 

King to impiifon him in the tower, left he 

ftiould efcape to Scotland and afiert his 

rights, unwilling byword or writing to dif. 

p o 
' cover 
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cover what had paffed in council, and at d'C 

lame time defirous to fave his fii-nd, ne 

fent him a pair of gilt fpurs and twelve 

crowns, and ordered the fervant to carry 

them to him as returning what he had for¬ 

merly borrowed front him. ifm myhe 

lions gift and meffage were immediately un- 

derflood', and proved the means of re 

ftoring Bruce, and, with him, the laws and 

liberty of his native kingdom. Very dif¬ 

ferent, however, was the effect produced by 

this mal a propos fymbol of diflike. loo 

confcious, and too fond, of popularity, the 

pallor knguilhed under a fenfe of imagina y 

degradation, grew jealous, and thought 

every one alienated from him, becaufe a 

few giddy young people were ftimulated by 

momentary refentments to expiefs difappro- 

bat'on in this vague and dubious manner. 

Thus, infenftbly, do vanity and felf-op'nion 

m ngle with our higheft duties. Ha l the 

Dotnine, fatisfied with the teftimony of a 

good confcience, gone on in the exercife 

of his duty, and been above allowing little 

perfonal refentments to mingle with his zeal 
A tAV 



ror what he thought right, he might have 

felt himielf far above an infult of this kind; 

but he found to his coil, that “ a habitation 

giddy and unfure hath he, that buildeth on 

the fickie heart” of the unfteady, wavering 

multitude- 

- , 
4 
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CHAP. IV. 

Return of Madame.—The Domine leaves his People. 

—Fulfilment of his Predidlions. 

iyj adame now returned to town with the 

colonel; and finding this geneial dii- 

order and divifion of fentiments with regard 

to the paftor, as well as to the adoption of 

new modes, endeavoured, with her ufual 

good fenfe, to moderate and to heal. She 

v. as always of opinion that the increafe of 

wealth fhould be accompanied with a pro¬ 

portionate prog refs in refinement and intel¬ 

ligence; but fhe had a particular diflike to 

people’s forfaking a refpedtable plainnefs of 

drefs and manners for mere imperfect imi¬ 

tation, and inelegant finery. She knew too 

well the progrefs of fociety to expeft, that, 

as it grew wealthy and numerous, it wou-d 

retain its piiftine purity; but then fhe pre- ' 

ferred a <c gradual abolition” of old habits, 

that people, as they receded from their 

original 
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original modes of thinking and living, 

might rather become limply elegant, than 

tawdrily fine; and though fhe all along 

wifhed, in every pollible way, to promote 

the comfort of the brave men to whom the 

country owed fo much, fhe by no means 

thought an indifcriininate admifjion of thole 

ft rangers among the youth of the place, fo 

unpraciifed in the ways of the world, an 

advifeable meafure: fhe was particularly 

difpleafed with the perfon in whofe, houfe 

the colonel of the regiment lodged, for fo 

entirely domefticating a fhewy flranger, of 

whofe real character he knew fo little. Li¬ 

beral and judicious in her view’s, fhe did 

not altogether approve the aufterity of the 

Domine s opinions, nor the vehemence of 

his language; and, as a Chriftian, fhe ftill 

lefs approved his dejection and concern at 

the negledt or rudenefs of a few thoughtlefs 

young perfons. In vain the colonel and 

Madame foothed and cheered him with 

counfel and with kindncfs; night and day 

he mufea on the imagined infult; nor could 

the joint eflorts of the moft refpeftable in- 

c 4 habitants 
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habitants prevent his heart from being cor¬ 

roded with the fenfe of imagined unkind- 

nefs. At length he took the reiolution of 

leaving thofe people fo dear to him, to vifit 

his friends in Holland, promifmg to return 

in a fhort time, whenever his health was re- 

ftored, and hisfpirits were more compofed. 

A Dutch fhip happened about this time to 

touch at New York, on board of which the 

Domine embarked; but as the veffel be¬ 

longing to Holland was not expeCted to 

return, and he did not, as he had promifed, 

either write or return in an Englifh fhip, 

his congregation remained for a long time 

unfupplied, while his filence gave room for 

the moft anxious and painful conjectures ; 

thefe were not foon removed, for the inter- 

courfe with Holland was not frequent or 

direCt. At length, however, the fad reality 

was but too well afcertained. T-his victim 

of loft popularity had appeared filent and 

melancholy to his fhipmates, and walked 

conftantly on deck. At length he fuddenly 

difappeared, leaving it doubtful whether he 

had fallen overboard by accident, or was 

prompted 



prompted by defpair to plunge into eter¬ 

nity. If this latter was the cafe, it muft 

have been the conlequence of a temporary 

fit of infanity ; for no man had led a more 

fpotleis life, and no man was more beloved 

by all that were intimately known to him. 

He was, indeed, before the fatal affront, 

which made fuch an undue impreffion on 

him, confidered as a blefling to the place; 

and his memory was fo beloved, and his 

fate fo regretted, that this, in addition to 

fome other occurrences about the fame 

time, entirely turned- the tide of opinion, 

and rendered the thinking as well as the 

violent party, more averfe to innovations 

than ever, liad the Albanians been ca¬ 

tholics, they would probably have cano¬ 

nized Mr Freylinghaufen, whom they 

confidered as a martyr to levity and inno¬ 

vation. He prophesied a great deal; fuch 

prophecy as ardent and comprehenfive 

minds have delivered, without any other 

infpiration but that of the found, ftrong 

intellect, which augurs the future from a 

comparifon w'ith the pall, and a rational 

c 5 deduction 



deduction of probable confequences. The 

affe&ion that was entertained for his me- 

ntory induced people to lulen to the moil 

romantic ftories of his being landed on an 

ifland, and becoming a hermit; his being 

taken up into a fhip when floating on the 

fea, into which he had accidentally fallen, 

and carried to fome remote country, fiom 

which he was expefted to return, fraught 

with experience and faith. I remember 

fome of my earlieft reveries to have been oc¬ 

cupied by the myfterious difappearanee of 

this hard-fated pallor. 

Meanwhile new events were unfolding 

more fully to the Albanians the chaiacters 

of their lately acquired friends. Scandal 

of fifty years Handing, mull, by this time, 

have become almoll pointlefs. The houfe 

where the young colonel, formerly men¬ 

tioned, was billeted, and made his quai* 

ters good by every art of fedu&ive courtefy, 

was occupied by a perfon wealthy, and 

fome what vain and fhallow, who had an 

only daughter; I am not certain, but I 

think lhe was his only child. She was 
young 
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young, lively, bold, conceited, and exceed¬ 

ingly well-looking. Artlefs and fearless of 

confequences, this thoughtlefs creature faw 

every day a perfon who was, no doubt, as 

much pleafed with her as one could be with 

mere youth, beauty, and kindnefs, ani¬ 

mated by vivacity, and diftinguiihed from 

her companions by all the embellUhments 

which wealth could procure in that un- 

fafhioned quarter; his heart, however, was 

iafe, as will appear from the fequel. Ma¬ 

dame forefaw the confequences likely to 

rtiult from an intimacy daily growing, 

where there was little prudence on the one 

side, and as little of that honour which 

ihould refpeft unfufpedling innocence on 

rhe other. She warned the family,' but in 

vain; they confidered marriage as the 

worft confequence that could enfue; and 

this they could not eafily have been recon¬ 

ciled to, notwithstanding the family and 

fortune of the lover, had: not his address 

and attentions charmed, them into a kind of 

tacit acquiefcence ; for, as a Roman citizen 

in the proud days of the republic would 

c 6 have 
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have ref'ufed his daughter to a king, an 

Albanian, at one period, would rather have 

his daughter married to the meanefi ot his 

fellow-citizens, than to a perfon 01 the 

higheft rank in the army; becaufe they 

thought a young perfon, by fuch a mar¬ 

riage, was not only tor ever alienated fiom 

her family, but from thofe pure morals and 

plain manners, in which they confidered the 

greateft poffible happinefs to exit!• 1 o 

return;— 

While thefe gaieties were going on, and 

the unhappy Domine embarking on the 

voyage which terminated his career, an 

order came for the colonel to march: this 

was the only commander w'ho had ever 

been in town who had not fpent any time, 

or atked any counfel at the Flats. Mean¬ 

while his Califta (for fuch the was) tore her 

hair in frantic agonies at his departure; not 

that the in the leaft doubted of his return¬ 

ing foon to give a public fanftion to their 

union, but let! he thould prove a vidim to 

the war then exitting; and becaufe, being 

very impetuous, and unaccuttomed to con- 

troul. 
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troul, the- object of her willies had been 

delayed to a future period. In a fhort time 

things began to affume a more ferious af- 

pe£t; and her father came one day porting 

to the Flats, on his way to the lakes, feek- 

ing counfel too late, and requefting the aid 

of their influence to bring about a marriage, 

which fhould cover the difgrace of his fa¬ 

mily. They had little hopes of his fuc- 

cefs, yet he proceeded ; and finding the 

colonel deaf to all his arguments, he had 

recourfe to entreaty, and finally offered to 

divert himfelf of all but a mere fubfiftence, 

and give him fuch a fortune as was never 

heard of in that country. This, with an 

angel, as the fond father thought her, ap¬ 

peared irrefiftible; but no! heir to a con- 

fiderable fortune in his own country, and 

perhaps inwardly defpifing a romp, whom 

he had not confidered from the firrt as 

eftimable, he was not to be foothed or 

bribed into compliance. The dejected fa¬ 

ther returned difconfolate; and the afto- 

nifhment and horror this altogether novel 

occurrence occafioned in the town, was not 

to 



to be defcribed. Of fuch a circumfiance 

there was no exifting precedent; half the 

city were related to the fair culprit, for pe¬ 

nitent fhe could hardly be called. This 

unexpected refufal threw the whole city 

into confternation. One would have 

thought there had been an earthquake; 

and all the inful ted Domine’s predictions 

rofe to remembrance, armed with avenging 

terrors. 

Many other things occurred to juflify the 

Domine’s caution, and the extreme reluc¬ 

tance which the elders of the land fhewed 

to all fuch affociations. All this Madame 

greatly lamented, yet could not acquit the 

parties concerned, whofe duty it was, either 

to keep their daughters from that fociety 

for which their undifguifed fimplicity of 

heart unfitted them, or to give them that cul¬ 

ture and ufage of life, which enables a 

young perfon to maintain a certain dignity,, 

and to revolt at the firft trefpafs on de¬ 

corum. Her own protegees were inftances. 

of this; having their minds early ftor- 

ed with fentiments, fuch as would enable 

them 
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them truly to eftimate their own value, and 

judge of the characters and pretenfions of 

thofe who converfed with them, they all con¬ 

ducted themfelves with the utmoft pro¬ 

priety, though daily mixing with Grangers* 

and were folicited in marriage by the firfi 

people in the province, who thought them¬ 

felves happy to felect companions from 
i 

fuch a fchool of intelligence and politenefs, 

where they found beauty of the firft order, 

informed by mind, and graced by the moft 

pleafing manners. 

D 
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Death of Colonel Schuyler. 

'J'his year (1757) was marked by an 

event that not only clouded the future 

life of Madame, but occafioned the deepefi 

concern to the whole province. Colonel 

Schuyler was fcarcely fenfible of the de- 

cline of life, except by fome attacks of the 

rheumatifm, to which the people of that 

country are peculiarly fubjecl: he enjoyed 

found health and equal fpirits, and had 

upon the whole, from the temperance of 

his habits, and the lingular equanimity of 

his mind, a more likely profped of pro- 

longing his happy and ufeful life, than 

falls to the lot of moll people. He had, 

however, in very cold weather, gone to 

town to vifit a relation, then ill of a pleu- 

rify; and having fat a while by the inva¬ 

lid; and converfed with him both on his 

worldly 
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worldly and fpiritual affairs, he returned 

very thoughtful. On rifing the next 

morning, he began the day, as had for 

many years been his cufiom, with finging 

fome verfes of a pfalm in his clofet. Ma¬ 

dame obferved that he was interrupted by 

a molt violent fit of fneezing; this returned 

again a little after, when he calmly told 

her, that he felt the fymptoms of a pleu¬ 

ritic attack, which had begun in the fame 

manner with that of his friend; that the 

event might poffibly prove fatal; but that 

knowing as fire did how long a period * 

of more than common felicity had been 

granted to their mutual aftedion, and with 

what tranquillity he was enabled to look 

forward to that event which is common 

to all, and which would be earneftly de- 
: 

fired if withheld ; he expected of her that, 

whatever might happen, fhe would look 

back with gratitude, and forward with 

hope; and in the mean time honour his 

memory, and her own profeflion of faith, 

by continuing to live in the manner they 

* Forty years. 

had 
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had Hitherto done, that he might have the 

comrort of thinking that his houfe might 

fkU be an afylum to the helplefs and the 

ftranger, and a defirable place of meeting 

to his moft valued friends, this was fpoken 

witii an unaltered countenance, and in a 

calm and even tone. Madame, however, 

was alarmed; friends from all quarters 

poured in, with the molt anxious concern 

for the event. By this time there was an 

hofpital built at Albany for the troops; 

with a regular medical eftablifhment. No 

human aid was wanting, and the compo- 

fure of Madame aftonifhed every one. 

This, however, was founded on hope; for 

Hie never could let herfelf imagine the 

danger ferious, being flattered both by the 

medical attendants, and the Angular forti¬ 

tude of the patient. He, however, conti¬ 

nued to arrange all things for the change 

he expeded: he left his hotifes in town 

and country, his plate, and in fhort all his 

effects, to his wife, at her foie difpofal; 

his eltates were finally left to the orphan 

fon of his nephew, then a child in the 

family; 



ramily; but Madame was to enjoy the 

rents during her life, 

Xiis negroes, for whom he had a great 

affeftion, were admitted every day to vifit 

turn; and with all the ardour of attach¬ 

ment peculiar to that kind-hearted race, 

implored heaven day and night for his re¬ 

covery. The day before his death, he had 

them all called round his bed, and in their 

prefence befought of Madame that fhe 

would upon no account fell any of them: 

this requefl he would not have made could 

ne have forefeen the confequences. On 

the fifth day of his illnefs, he quietly 

breathed his laft; having expreffed, while 

lie was able to articulate, the moft perfefl 

confidence in the mercy of the God whom 

he had diligently ferved and entirely truft- 

ed; and the moft tender attachment to the 

friends he was about to leave. 

It would be a vain attempt to defcribe 

the forrow of a family like his, who had 

all been accuftomed from childhood to 

look up to him as the firft of mankind, 

and the medium through which they re¬ 

ceived 



ceived every earthly bleffing; while the fe- 

renity of his wifdom, the fvveet and gentle 

caft of his heartfelt piety, and the equal 

mildmfs of his temper, rendered him in¬ 

capable of embittering obligations: fo that 

his generous humanity and liberal hofpita- 

lity, were adorned by all the graces that 

courtefy could add to kindnefs. The pub¬ 

lic voice was loud in its plaudits and la¬ 

mentations. In the various characters of 

a patriot, a hero, and a faint, he was 

dear to all the friends of valour, humanity, 

and public fpirit; while his fervent loyalty, 

and unvaried attachment to the king, and 

the laws of that country by which his own 

was protected, endeared him to all the 

fervants of government; who knew they 

never fhould meet with another equally 

able, or equally difpofed to fmooth their 

way in the paths of duty affigned to them. 

To government this lofs would have 

been irreparable, had not two fingular and 

highly meritorious characters a little before 

this time made their appearance, and by 

superiority of merit and abilities, joined with 



integrity feldom to be met with any where, 

in i'ome degree fupplied the Iofs to the 

public. One of thefe was Sir William 

Johnfon, the Indian fuperintendant, for¬ 

merly mentioned; the other was Cadwal- 

lader Colden, for a very long period of 

years lieutenant-governor (indeed virtually 

governor) of New York; who in noint 
A 

of political fagacity, and thorough know-, 

ledge of thofe he governed, was fully ca¬ 

pable to fupply that place. .1 his fhrewd 

and able ruler, whofe origin I believe was 

not very eafily traced, was faid to be a 

Scotchman, and had raifed himfelf foleiy 

by his merit to the ftation he held. In 

this he maintained himfelf by indefatiga¬ 

ble diligence, rigid juftice, and the mod 

perfect impartiality. He neither fought 

to be feared nor loved, but merely to be 

adeemed and trufted, and thus fixed his 

power on the broad foundation of public 

utility. Succetfive governors, little ac¬ 

quainted with the country, and equally 

ftrangers to bulinefs, found it convenient 

to leave the management with him; who 

con- 

v 



confefledly underftood it better than any 

one elfe, and who had no friends but a 

fewr perfonai ones, and no enemies but a 

few public ones, who envied his ftation* 

It was very extraordinary to fee a man rule 

fo long and fo fteadily, where he was 

merely and coldly elteemed: with io few 

of the advantages that generally procure 

fuccefs in the world, without birth oi' al¬ 

liance; he had not even the recommenda¬ 

tion of a pleafmg appearance, or infi¬ 

ll uatin^ add refs. He w'as diminutive, and 

fomewhat more than high-fhouldered; the 

contrail betwixt the wTealth oi his mind, 

and the poverty of his outward appear¬ 

ance, might remind one of iEfop, or rather 

of the faithful though ill-fhaped herald of 

Ulyffes: 

“ Eurybutes, in whofe large mind alone, 

Ulyffes viewed the image ot his own,’’ 

Thus it was with Colden. Among the 

number of governors who fucceeded each 

other in his time, if by chance one hap¬ 

pened to be a man of ability, he eflimated 

his 
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.iis merit at its juft rate; and whatever ori- 

g*<iai inea;uie he might find it neceffary to 

take for the public good, he left the com¬ 

mon routine of bufinefs in the hands of that 

tried integrity and experience, in which he 

found them; fatisfied with the ftate and the 

popularity of governor, on which the other 

had not a wifh to encroach. Golden, how¬ 

ever, enriched his own family, in a man* 

n^r on the whole not objectionable: he 

piocured from the fucceftive governors 

various grants of land, which, though va¬ 

luable in quality, were not, from the re- 

motenefs of their fituation, an objeft of 

defire to fettlers; and purchafed grants 

from many who had obtained the property 

of them, among which were different go¬ 

vernors and military commanders. He al¬ 

lowed this mine of future wealth to lie 

quietiy ripening to its value, till the lands 

near it were, in procefs of time, fettled, 

and it became a defirable object tc purchafe 
or hold on leafe. 

CHAP. 

• • • 

.'"7. 

- -ii- 

r 



( 48 ) 

CHAT. VI. 

Mrs. Schuyler’s Arrangements and Conduct; alter the 

Colonel’s D=ath. 

T,1E mind of our good aunt, which had 

1 never before yielded to calamity, feem- 

ed altogether fubdued by the painful repa¬ 

ration from her hufband. Never having 

left her conforms bed-fide, nor known the 

refrelhment of a quiet deep, during his ih- 

nefs, fire funk at fir ft into a kind of torpor, 

which her friends willingly miftook for the 

effeds of reflation. This was foon fuc- 

ceeded by the moft acute forrow, and a 

dangerous illnefs, the confequence of her 

mental fuffering. In fpring *he llowly re¬ 

covered, and endeavoured to find confo a- 

tion in returning to the regulations of her 

family, and the fociety of her friends, for 

both which fire had been for feme months 

difqualified. 1 ler nieces, the Mifs Cuylers, 

were a great comfort to her, from their a - 
fe&ionate 
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fcQionate attention, and the pleafure the 

took m feeing them growing up to be all 

that her maternal affedion could with. Ju 

the focial grief of Pedrom*, who gave all 

his tune to her during the early part of her 

widowhood, fhealfo found confolation ; and 

whenever the was able to receive them, her 

friends came from all quarters to exprefs 

their fympathy and their refpeft. The 

colonel’s heir and her own eldefl: nephew 

made, with one ot her nieces, a part of her 

family; and the neceflity of attending to 

fuch affairs as formerly lay within the colo¬ 

nel s province, ferved further to occupy her 

mind; yet her thoughts continually re¬ 

curred to that lofs, which {he daily felt more 

and more. She had buried the colonel in 

a fpot within a fhort diftance of his own 

houfe, in which he had formerly defired to 

repofe, that his remains might not quit 

a fcene fo dear to him; and that the place 

rendered facred by his allies, might in fu¬ 

ture be a common fepulturc to his family; 

that he might in death, as in life, be fur. 

* The colonel’s brother Peter, fo called. 
■VOL, If, 

rounded 
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rounded by the objects of his affection and 

beneficence. rihis confecrated fpot, about 

the fize of a fmall flower-garden, was in- 

clofed for this purpofe, and a tomb-ftone, 

with a fuitable infcription, erected over the 

grave, where this excellent perfon’s relift 

propofed her afhes fliould mingle with his. 

In the mean time, though by continually 

fpeaking of her deceafed friend, fhe paffed 

the day without much vifible agitation, fhe 

had fallen into a habit of watchfulnefs; rarely 

fleeping till morning, and fuffering through 

the filent hours from a periodical agony, for 

fuch it might be called, with which fhe was 

regularly vifited. She had a confidante in 

this fecret fuffering; a decent and pious 

woman, who, on the death of her hufband, 

a ferjeant in the army, had been received 

into this family as a kind of upper domeftic ; 

and found herfelf fo happy, and made her- 

felf fo ufeful in teaching reading and needle- 

work to the children, that fhe ftill remained. 

This good woman fiept in Aunt s room ; 

and when all the family were at reft, fhe 

ufed to accompany her to a fmall diftance 
from 
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Irom the tomb which contained thofe re¬ 

mains fo dear to her. Madame, in the 

mean time, entered alone into the hallowed 

inclofure, and there indulged her unavailing 

forrow. This Ihe continued to do for fome 

time, as (he thought, unobferved; but being 

very tall, and having become large as Hie 

advanced in life, her figure, arrayed in her 

night-clothes, M as very confpicuous, and was 

on different occafions obferved by neigh¬ 

bours, who occafionally paffed by at night; 

the confequence was, that it was rumoured* 

that an apparition was feen every night near 

the colonel’s grave. '1 his came to the ears 

ox the people of the houfe, fome of whom 

had the curiofity to watch at a diftance, and 

iaw the dreaded form appear, and, as they 

thought, vani/h. This they carefully con¬ 

cealed irom their revered patronefs. Every 

one elfe in the houfe however heard it; and 

a penfive air of awe and myftery overfpread 

he whole family. Her confidante, however, 

told her of itj and the confequence of this 

improper indulgence of forrow greatly in- 

creafedthediilike which Madame had always 

D expreffed 
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cxpreffed for my fiery and concealment. 

She was unwilling to let a family, to whom 

{he had always fet fuch an example of felf- 

command, know of her indulging a weak 

nefs fo unfuitable to her character and tune 

of life. At the fame time, however, (he 

M as refolved not to allow the belief of a 

fupernatural appearance to fatten on their 

minds; unwilling to mention the fubject 

herfelf, Are was forced to fubmit to the 

humiliation of having it revealed by her 

confidante, to quiet the minds of the chil¬ 

dren and domeftics,. and reconcile them to 

folitude and m oon-light. 
Her mind was at this time roufed from 

her own peculiar forrows, by an alarming 

event, which difiurbed the public tranquil¬ 

lity, and awakened the fears of the whole 

province, by laying open the weftern fron¬ 

tier. This was the taking of Ofvvego y 

the Trench, which fortrefs was the only 

barrier, except the valour and conduct o 

Sir William Johnfon and his Mohawc 

friends, by which the town was protected 

on that fide. The poor people, who weic 
driven 
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driven by the terror of this event from the 

fettlements in that quarter, excited the 

fympathy of liberal-minded perfons; and 

the intereft which fire took in their dif- 

treffes, was one of the firft things that roufed 

the attention of our good aunt to her wonted 

beneficent exertions. General Bradftreet, 

who had a high refpeft for her undemand¬ 

ing, and confulted her on all emergencies, 

had a profound reverence for [the colonel’s 

memory, and continued his intimacy in the 

family. The critical fituation of things at 

this time, occafioned Lord Loudon tt be 

fent out as commander of the forces in 

America. . Madame received this nobleman 

when he vifited Albany, and gave him molt 

u e ul information. He was introduced to 

her by General Bradftreet, whofe power 

and confequence might be faid to increafe 

with the difafters of the country; his de¬ 

partment was a very lucrative one, and 

enabled him, firft, greatly to enrich him- 

mwo1’ ^ Pr°Cefs °f time> his Wend 
1 hihp Schuyler, who, from his deputy, be¬ 

came, in a manner, his coadjutor. Albany 

^ now 

iatik i.i i 
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now fwarmed with engineers, planneis, ai- 

chitefts, and boat-builders. Various mili¬ 

tary perfons, fince highly diftinguifhed, 

whofe names I do not recollect, though 

once familiar to me, obtained imroduilions 

to Madame, who began once more to oc¬ 

cupy her mind with public matters, and to 

open her houfe to the more refpedted and 

well known charadters among the military. 

Her brother-in-law, whom I have fo often 

mentioned under the affedionate appellation 

of Pedrom, by which he was known in the 

family, being within lefs than half an hour s 

walk, fpent much of his time with her, and 

received her company. This he was well 

qualified to do, being a perfon of a comely 

dignified appearance, of frank, eafy man¬ 

ners, inferior to his late brother only, in 

depth of refleftion, and comprehenfion of 

mind. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Mohawk Indians.—The Superintendant. 

BY this time matters had gradually af- 

. fumed a new aJpect on this great con¬ 
tinent. The fettlement at Albany was no 

longer an mfulated region, ruled and de¬ 

fended by the wifdom and courage diffufed 

through the general mafs of the inhabi¬ 

tants; but begun, in the ordinary courfe 

of things, to incorporate with the general ' 

ftate. The Mohawk Indians were fo en¬ 

gaged by treaties to affift the army, in its 

now regular operations to the weftward, 

that they came lefs frequently to vifit \\ 

bany. A line of forts had, at a prodi¬ 

gious expence, been erected, leading from 

Albany to Upper Canada, by the Mohawk 

river, and the lakes of Ontario, Niagara, 

&c. . Many retpedable engineers were en¬ 

gaged conftrufting thefe j fo me of them 

1 remember were Swedes, perfons of a 

D 4 
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graceful appearance, polifhed manners, and 

very correct conduct. rl hefe ftrangei s 

conduced matters better than our own 

countrymen: being more accommodating 

in their habits, and better accuftomed to 

a fevere climate, and to inconveniences o! 

every kind. They were frequent guefis 

at the Flats, were a pleafmg acceffion to 

the fociety, and performed their duty to the 

public with a degree of honour and fidelity 

that checked abufes in others, and tefeued 

the fervice they were engaged in, from the 

reproach which it had incurred, in confe- 

quence of thofe fungi of fociety which had 

at firft intruded into it. 

By the advice of the Schuylers, there 

was now on the Mohawk river a fuperinten- 

dant of Indian affairs; the importance of 

which charge began to be fully underftood. 

He was regularly appointed and paid by go¬ 

vernment. This was the juftly celebrated 

Sir William Johnfon, who held an office 

difficult both to define and execute. He 

miuht indeed be called the tribune of the 

five nations: their claims he afferted, 
tneir 
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te&s, or workmen, and had been induced 

by Sir William’s liberality, and the Angu¬ 

lar beauty of the diftrift, to continue. His 

trade with the five nations was very much for 

their advantage ; he fupplying them on 

more equitable terms than any trader, and 

not indulging the exceffes in regard to flrong 

liquors, which others were too eaflly in¬ 

duced to do. The caftle contained the 

ftore in which all goods meant for the 

Indian traffic were laid up, and all the 

peltry received in exchange. The hall 

was his fuminer refidence, and the place 

round which his greatefl improvements 

were made. Here this Angular man lived 

like a little fovereign j kept an excellent 

table for ftrangers, and officers, whom the 

courfe of their duty now frequently led into 

thefe wilds; and by conAding entirely in 

the Indians, and treating them with unvaried 

truth and juftice, without ever yielding to 

folicitation what he had once refufed, he 

taught them to repofe entire confidence 

in him ; he, in his turn, became at¬ 

tached to them, wore in winter almoft en- 

i) 0 tirelv 
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firely their drefs and ornaments, and con¬ 

tracted a kind of alliance with them ; for 

becoming a widower in the prime of life, 

he had connected himfelf with an Indian 

maiden, daughter to a fachem, who poffeffed 

an uncommonly agreeable perfon, and 

good underftanding; and whether ever 

formally married to him according to our 

ufage, or not, contrived to live with him 

in great union and affeCtion all his life. 

So perfeCt was his clependance on thofe 

people, whom his fortitude and other manly 

virtues had attached to him, that when 

they returned from their fummer excur- 

iions, and exchanged the laft year’s furs 

for fire-arms, &c. they ufed to pafs a few 

days at the caftle; when his family and 

mofl of his domeftics were down at the 

hall. There they were all liberally enter¬ 

tained by their friend ; and five hundred 

of them have been known, for nights to¬ 

gether, after drinking pretty freely, to lie 

around him on the floor, while he was the 

only white perfon in a houfe containing 

great quantities of every thing that was to 

them 

A 
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their rights he prote&ed, and over their 

minds he pofleffed a greater fway than any 

other individual had ever attained. He 

was indeed calculated to conciliate and re¬ 

tain the affe&ions of this brave people: pof- 

feflingin common with them many of thofe pe¬ 

culiarities of mind and manners, that diflin- 

guilhed them from others, fie was an un¬ 

commonly tall well-made man : with a fine 

countenance; which, however, had rather 

an expreffion of dignified fedatenefs, ap¬ 

proaching to melancholy. He appeared to 

be taciturn, never wafting words on mat¬ 

ters of no importance, but highly eloquent 

when the occafion called forth his powers. 

He pofTeffed intuitive fagacity, and the moft 

entire command of temper, and of coun¬ 

tenance. He did by no means lofe fight of 

his own interefl, but on the contrary raiftd 

himfelf to power and wealth, in an open 

and a&ive manner; not difdaining any ho¬ 

nourable means of benefiting himfelf: but 

at the fame time the bad policy, as well as 

meannefs of facrificing refpe£f ability, to 

fnatching at petty prefent advantages, were 

f) 5 fo 



( 58 ) 

fo obvious to him, that he laid the founda¬ 

tion of his future profperity on the broad 

and deep bafis of honourable dealing, ac¬ 

companied by the moft vigilant attention 

to the objects he had in view; aCing fo as, 

without the leaft departure from integrity on 

the one hand, or inattention to his affairs 

on the other, to give, by his manner of con¬ 

ducing himfelf, an air of magnanimity to 

his charaCer, that made him the objeC of 

univerfal confidence. He purchafed from 

the Indians (having the grant confirmed by 

his fovereign) a large and fertile traC of 

land upon the Mohawk river; where hav¬ 

ing cleared and cultivated the ground, he 

built two fpacious and convenient places of 

refidence: known afterwards by the names 

of Johnfon caftle, and Johnfon hall. The 

firft was on a fine eminence, flockaded 

round, and flightly fortified; the laft was 

built on the fide of the river, on a moft 

fertile and delightful plain, furro’unded 

with an ample and well cultivated domain: 

and that again encircled by European fet- 

tlers, who had firft come there as archi- 

' te&s, 
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friend had an ample colle&ion, or Rollin’s 

ancient hiftory, the only books they had 

ever feen; after dinner they regularly in 

fummer took a long walk; or an excurAon 

in the fledge, in winter, with their friend; 

and then returned and refumed their wonted 

occupations, with the foie variation of a 

ftroll in the garden in fummer, and a game 

at chefs, or ihuttle-cock, in winter. Their 

drefs was to the full as Ample and uniform 

as every thing.elfe; they wore wrappers of 

the fineft chintz, and green filk petticoats; 

and this the whole year round without va¬ 

riation. Their hair, which was long and 

beautiful, was tied behind with a Ample 

ribbon; a large calafli fhaded each from the 

fun, and in winter they had long foarlet 

mantles that covered them from head to 

foot, 'i heir father did not live with them, 

but vifited them every day in their apart¬ 

ment. This innocent and uniform life they 

led, till the death of their monitrefs; which 

happened when the eldeft was not quite 

feventeen. On fome future occaAon I fliall 

fadsfy the curioflty which this fhort but 

faith- 
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faithful account of thefe amiable reclufes 
\ 

has poffibly excited*. 

* Thefe ladies married officers, who in fucceffion 

lived as aid-de-camps with their father. Their man¬ 

ners foon grew eafy : they readily acquired the habits 

of fociety, and made excellent wives. 
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them valuable or definable. While Sir Wil¬ 

liam thus united in his mode of life, the 

calm urbanity of a liberal and extenfive 

trader, with the fplendid hofpitality, the 

numerous attendance, and the plain though 

dignified manners of an ancient baron, the 

femaie part of his family were educated 

in a manner fo entirely diffimilar from that 

of all other young people of their fex and 

ffation, that as a matter of curiofity, it is 

worthy a recital. Thefe two young ladies, 

his daughters, inherited in a great mea- 

fure, the perfonal advantages and flrength 

of undeiHanding, for which their father 

was fo diftinguifhed. Their mother dying 

when they were young, bequeathed the 
care of them to a friend. This friend was 

the widow of an officer who had fallen in 

battle ; I am not fure whether fhe was de¬ 

vout, and fhunned the world for fear of its 

pollutions, or romantic, and defpifed its 

felfiffi buflling fpirit: but fo it was, that fhe 

feemed utterly to forget it, and devoted 

herfelf to her fair pupils. To thefe fhe 

taught needle-work of the molt elegant and 
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ingenious kinds, reading and writing: thus 

quietly paffed their childhood ; their moni- 

trefs not taking the fmalleft concern in fa¬ 

mily management* nor indeed the leaft inte- 

reft in any worldly thing but themfelves; far 

lefs did fhe enquire about the fathions or di~ 

verfions which prevailed in a world (he had 

renounced; and from which fhe feemed to 

wifh her pupils to remain for ever eftranged. 

Never was anything fixuniform as their drefs, 

their occupations, and the general tenor of 

their lives. In the morning they rofe early, 

read their prayer-book, I believe, but cer¬ 

tainly their bible, fed their birds, tended 

their flowers, and breakfafted ; then they 

were employed for fome hours with un¬ 

wearied perfeverance, at fine needle*work, 

for the ornamental parts of drefs, which 

were the fafhion of the day, without know¬ 

ing to what ufe they were to be put, as they 

never wore them; and had not at the age of 

fix teen ever feen a lady, excepting each 

other and their governefs; they then read, 

as long as they chofe, either the voluminous 

romances of the laft century, of which their 
friend 
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CHAP. VIII. 

General Abercrombie.—Lord Howe. 

I must now return to Albany, and to the 

projected expedition. 

General Abercrombie, who commanded 

on the northern lakes, was a brave and 

able man, though rather too much attached 

to the military fchools of thofe days. To 

accommodate himfelf to the defultory and 
r 

uncertain warfare of the woods, where fa- 

gacity, ready prefence of mind, joined with 

the utmoft caution, and a condefcenfion of 

opinion to our Indian allies, was of infi¬ 

nitely more confequence than rules and tac¬ 

tics, which were mere fhackles and incum¬ 

brances in this contention, with difficulties 

and perplexities more haraffing than mere 

danger. Indeed when an ambufcade or fud- 

den onfet was followed by defeat, here (as in 

Braddock’s cafe) the refult reminded one of 

the rout of Abfalom’s army; where, we are 

told. 
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the wood devoured more than the 

fword. 1 he general was a frequent guefl 

with Madame, when the nature of his com¬ 

mand 'would permit him to relax from the 

duties that occupied him. He had his men 

encamped below Albany, in that great 

field which I have formerly defcribed, as the 

common pafture for the town* Many of 

the officers were quartered in the fort and 

town: but Lord Howe always lay in his 

tent, with the regiment which he com¬ 

manded ; and which he modelled in fuch 

a manner, that they were ever after con- 

fidered as an example to the whole Ameri¬ 

can army: who gloried in adopting all 

thofe rigid, yet falutary regulations, to 

which this young hero readily fubmitted, to 

enforce his commands by his example. 

Above the pedantry of holding up ftand- 

ards of military rules, where it was impoffi- 

ble to praftife them, and the narrow fpi- 

rit of preferring the modes of his own coun¬ 

try, to thofe proved by experience, to fuit 

that in which he was to aft, Lord Llowe 

laid afide all pride and prejudice, and grate¬ 

fully 

- 
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fully accepted counfel from thofe whom he 

knew to be belt qualified to direct him. 

Madame was delighted with the calm fteadi- 

nefs with which he carried through the auf- 

tere rules which he found it neceflary to lay 

down. In the firft place he forbade all 

difplays of gold and fcarlet, in the rugged 

march they were about to undertake, and 

fet the example by wearing himfelf an am¬ 

munition coat, that is to fay, one of the 

furplus foldiers' coats cut fhort. This was 

a neceffary precaution; becaufe in the 

woods the hoftile Indians, who darted from 

behind the trees, ufually caught at the long 

and heavy fkirts then worn by the foldiers; 

and for the fame reafon he ordered the muf- 

kets to be fhortened, that they might not, 

as on former occafions, be fnatched from 

behind by thefe agile foes. To prevent 

the march of his regiment from being de- 

fcried at a didance, by the glittering of 

their arms, the barrels of their guns were 

all blackened; and to fave them from the 

tearing of bufhes, the flings of infefts, &c. 

he fet them the example of wearing leg- 

gans, 
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gans, a kind of bufkin made of ftrong 

woollen cloth, formerly defcribed as a- part 

of the Indian dreft. The greateft priva¬ 

tion to the young and vain yet remained. 

Hair well dreffed, and in great quantity, 

was then confidered as the greateft poftible 

ornament, which thofe who had it took the 

utmoft care to difplay to advantage, and to 

wear in a bag or a queue, whichever they 

fancied. Lord Howe’s was fine, and very 

abundant; he, however, cropped it, and 

ordered every one elie to do the fame. Every 

morning he rofe very early, and, after giving 

his orders, rode out to the Flats, break- 

fafted, and fpent fome time in converfation 

with his friends there; and when in Al¬ 

bany, received all manner of ufeful infor¬ 

mation from the worthy magiftrate Cor¬ 

nelius Cuyler. Another point which this 

young Lycurgus of the camp wifhed to 

eftablifh, was that of not carrying any thing 

that was not abfolutely neceffary. An ap¬ 

paratus of tables, chairs, and fuch other 

luggage, he thought highly abfurd, where 

people had to force their way with unfpeak- 

able 
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able difficulty, to encounter an enemy free 

from all fuch incumbrances. *T he French 

had long learnt how little convenience 

could be fludied on fuch occaficns as the 
prefent. 

Tl hen his lordfhip got matters arranged 

to his fatisfaction, he invited his officers to 

dine with him in his tent. 'I hey gladly 

afTembIed at the hour appointed, but were 

furprifed to fee no chairs or tables; there 

were, however, bear-fkins, fpread like a 

carpet. His lordfhip welcomed them, and 

fat down on a fmall log of wood; they 

followed his example; and prefently the 

fervants fet down a large difh of pork and 

peafe. His lordfhip, taking a flieath from 

his pocket, out of which he produced a 

knife and fork, began to cut and divide the 

meat. They fat in a kind of awkward fuf- 

pence, which he interrupted, by afking if it 

were poffible that foldiers like them, who 

had been fo long dcftined for fuch a fer- 

vice, fliould not be provided with portable 

implements of this kind; and finally re- 

lieved them from their embarraffment, by 

diftributing 

.’'Wv* *. y*. 
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diftributing to each a cafe the fame as his 

own, which he had provided for the pur- 

pofe. The audere regulations, and con- 

ftant felf denial which he impofed upon 

the troops he commanded, were patiently 

borne, becaufe he was not only gentle in 

his manners, but generous and humane in 

a very high degree, and exceedingly atten¬ 

tive to the health and real necefiities of the 

foldiery. Among many inftances of this, 

a quantity of powdered ginger was given to 

every man; and the ferjeants were ordered 

to fee, that when, in the courfe of march¬ 

ing, the foldiers arrived hot and tired at the 

banks of any dream, they fhould not be 

permitted to doop to drink, as they gene¬ 

rally inclined to do, but be obliged to lift 

water in their canteens, and mix ginger 

with it. This became afterwards a general 

praftice; and in thofe aguifh fwamps, 

through which the troops were forced to 

march, was the means of faving many lives. 

Aunt Schuyler, as this amiable young 

officer familiarly dyled his maternal friend, 

had the utmod edeem for him ; and the 

greated 
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greatefl: hope that he would at fome future 

period redrefs all thofe evils that had for¬ 

merly impeded the fervice; and perhaps 

plant the Britilh ftandard on the walls of 

Quebec. But this honour another young 

heio was deftined to achieve; whofe vir¬ 

tues were to be illuftrated by the fplendour 

of viffory, the only light by which the 

multitude can fee the merits of a foldier. 

The Schuylers regarded this expedition 

with a mixture of doubt and difmay, 

knowing too well, from the fad retrofpeft 

of former failures, how little valour and 

difcipline availed where regular troops had 

to encounter with unfeen foes, and with 

difficulties ariling from the nature of the 

ground, for w hich military fcience afforded 

no remedy. Of General Abercrombie’s 

worth and valour they had the highelt 

opinion; but they were doubtful of at¬ 

tacking an enemy fo fubtle and experienced 

on their own ground, in entrenchments, 

and this they feared he would have the te¬ 

merity to attempt. In the mean time pre¬ 

parations were making for the affault. 

The 



The troops were marched in detachments 

pail the Flats, and each detachment quar¬ 

tered for a night on the common, or in the 

offices. One of the firft of thefe was com¬ 

manded by Lee, of frantic celebrity, who 

afterwards, in the American war, joined 

the opponents of government, and was then 

a captain in the Britifh fervice. Captain 

Lee had neglefted to bring the cuftomary 

warrants for imprefling horfes and oxen, 

and procuring a fupply of various necef- 

faries, to be paid for by the agents of go¬ 

vernment on lhewing the ufual documents; 

he, however, feized every thing he wanted 

where he could mod readily find it, as if 

he were in a conquered country; and not 

content with this violence, poured forth a 

volley of execrations on thofe who pre¬ 

fumed to queftion his right of appropriating 

for his troops every thing that could be 

ferviceable to them: even Madame, accuf- 

tomed to univerfal refpefi, and to be con- 

fidered as the friend and benefa&refs of the 

army, was not fpared; and the aids wffiich 

fhe never failed to beftow on thofe whom 

flie 
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fee faw about to expofe their lives for the 

general defence, were rudely demanded, 

or violently feized. Never did the genuine 

chriftianity of this exalted charafter fhine 

more brightly than in this exigency; her 

countenance never altered, and fee ufed 

every argument to reftrain the rage of her 

domeftics, and the clamour of her neigh¬ 

bours, who were treated in the fame man¬ 

ner. Lee marched on after having done 

all the mifchief in his power, and was the 

next day fucceeded by Lord Howe, who 

was indignant upon hearing what had hap¬ 

pened, and aftonifeed at the calmnefs with 

which Madame bore the treatment fee had 

received. She soothed him by telling him, 

that fee knew too well the value of protec¬ 

tion from a danger fo imminent, to grow 

captious with her deliverers cn account of 

a fingle inftance of irregularity, and only 

regretted that they feould have deprived 

her of her wonted pleafure, in freely be- 

flowing whatever could advance the fervice, 

or refrefe the exhaufted troops. They had 

a long and very fcrious converfation that 

V0L# Ir* £ night. 
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night. In the morning his lordfhip pro¬ 

posed Setting out very early; but when he 

roSe was aftoniftied to find Madame wait¬ 

ing* and breakSaft ready: he Smiled, and 

Said he would not disappoint her, as it was 

hard to Say when he might again breakfaft 

with a lady, imprefled with an unaccount¬ 

able degree oS concern about the Sate oS the 

enterprise in which he was embarked, lhe 

again repeated her counSels and her cau¬ 

tions ; and when he was about to depart, 

embraced him with the affe&ion oS a 

mother, and fhed many tears, a weakneSs 

which fhe did not oSten give way to. 

Mean time, the belt prepared and dis¬ 

ciplined body of forces that had ever been 

affembled in America, were proceeding on 

an enterprise, that, to the experience and 

Sagacity of the Schuylers, appeared a hope- 

lefs, or, at lead, a very defperate one. A 

general gloom overfpread the family; this, 

at all times large, was now augmented by 

Several of the relations both of the Colonel 

and Madame, who had vifited them at that 

time, to be nearer the Scene of action, and 



to get the readieft and moft authentic intelli¬ 

gence; for the apprehended confequence 

of a defeat was, the pouring in of the 

french troops into the interior of the pro¬ 

vince ; in which cafe Albany might be 

abandoned to the enraged favages attend¬ 

ing the French army. A few days after 

Lord Howe’s departure, in the afternoon, a 

man was feen coming on horfeback from 

the north, galloping violently, without his 

hat. Pedrom, as he was familiarly called, 

the colonel's only furviving brother, was 

with her, and ran inftantly to inquire, well 

knowing he rode exprefs. The man gallop¬ 

ed on, crying out that Lord Howe was kill¬ 

ed. The mind of our good aunt had been 

fo engrolfed by her anxiety and fears for the 

event impending, and fo impreffed by the 

merit and magnanimity of her favourite 

hero, that her wonted firmnefs funk under 

this ftroke, and fhe broke out into bitter la¬ 

mentations* This had fuch an effect on her 

friends and domeftics, that fhrieks and fobs 

of anguifh echoed through every part of the 

houfe. Even thofe who were too young or 

E 2 too 



too old to enter into the public calamity, 

were affefted by the violent grief of Aunt, 

who, in general, had too much felf com¬ 

mand to let others witnefs her forrows. 

Lord Howe was fhot from behind a tree, 

probably by fome Indian; and the whole 

army were inconfolable for a lofs they too 

well knew to be irreparable. This ftroke, 

however, they foon found to be “ portent 

and pain, a menace and a blow;” but this 

dark profpe£t was cheered for a moment by 

a deceitful gleam of hope, which only added 

to the bitternefs of disappointment. 
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CHAP. IX. 

ToUl defeat at Ticonderoga.—General Lee. —- 

Humanity of Madame. 

'jpHE- next day they heard the particulars 

of the fkirmifh, for it could fcarce be 

called a regular engagement, which had 

proved fatal to the young warrior, whofe lofs 

was fo deeply felt. The army had eroded 

lake George in fafety, on the 5th of July, 

and landed without oppofition. They pro¬ 

ceeded in four columns to Ticonderoga, and 

difplayed a fpedacle unprecedented in the 

Js ew World. An army of fixteen thoufand 

men, regulars and provincials, with a train 

of artillery, and all the neceflary provifions 

for an adive campaign or regular fiege, fol¬ 

lowed by a little fleet of bateaux, pon¬ 

tons, &c. They fet out wrong however, 

by not having Indian guides, who are alone 

to be depended on in fuch a place. In a 

fhort time the columns fell in upon each 

other. 
T- Q 



other, and occafioned much confufiorL 

While they marched on in this bewildered 

manner, the advanced guard of the French, 

which had retired before them, were equally 

bewildered, and falling in with them in this 

confufion, a fkirmiffi enfued, in which the 

French loft above three hundred men, and 

the Britiffi, though fuccefsful, loft as much 

as it was poffible to lofe, in one; for here it 

was that Lord Howe fell. 

The fort is in a fituation of peculiarly 

natural ftrength ; it lies on a little penin- 

fula, with lake George on one fide, and a 

narrow opening, communicating with lake 

Champlain, on the other. It is furrounded 

by water on three Tides; and in front there 

is a fwamp, very eafily defended: and where 

it ceafed the French had made a breaft- 

work above eight feet high; not content 

with this, they had felled immenfe trees on 

the fpot and laid them heaped on each 

other, with their branches outward, before 

their works. In fine, there was no place 

on earth where aggreflion was fo difficult, 

and defence fo eafy, as in thefe woods; 

efpecially 
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efpecially when, as in this cafe, the party 

to be attacked had great leifure to prepare 

their defence. On this impenetrable front 

they had alfo a line of cannon mounted; 

while the difficulty of bringing artillery 

through this fwampy ground, near enough 

to bear upon the place, was unfpeakable. 

This garrifon, almoft impregnable from 

fituation, was defended by between four 

and five thoufand men. An engineer, fent 

to reconnoitre, was of opinion that it might 

be attacked without waiting for the artillery. 

The fatal refolution was taken without con- 

fulting thofe who were bed qualified to 

judge. An Indian or native American were 

here better {killed in the nature of the 

ground and probabilities of fuccefs. They 

knew better, in Ihort, what the fpade, 

hatchet, or muffiet could or could not do, 

in fuch fituations, than the mod fkilful 

veteran from Europe, however replete with 

military fcience. Indeed, when fyftetn 

ufurps the province of plain found fenfe 

in unknown exigencies, the refult is feldom 

favourable; and this truth was never more 

k 4 fatally 

* 
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Fatally demonftrated than in the courfe of 

the American war, where an obftinate ad¬ 

herence to regular ta&ics, which do not 

bend to time or place, occafioned, from firft 

to laft, an incalculable wafte of blood, of 

treafure, and of perfonal courage. The 

refolution was, to attack the enemy 

without lofs of time, 2!>-d even without 

waiting for artillery. Alas! “ what have 

not Britons dared l” 

I cannot enter into the dreadful detail of 

what followed ; certainly never was infatua* 

tion equal to this. The forty-fecond regi¬ 

ment was then in the height of deferved 

reputation ; in it there was not a pri¬ 

vate man that did not confider himfelf as 

rather above the lower clafs of people, and 

peculiarly bound to fupport the honour of 

the very fingular corps to which he be¬ 

longed. This brave hard-fated regiment 

was then commanded by a veteran of great 

qxoerience and military {kill Col me! Gor¬ 

don Graham, who had the firft point of 

attack a digued to him; he was wounded 

at the firlt onfet. How many this regi¬ 

ment. 
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ment, in particular, loft of men and officers, 

I cannot now exactly fay; but thefe were 

very many. What I diftindly remember, 

having often heard of it fince, is, that, of 

the furvivors, every one officer retired 

wounded off the field. Of the fifty-fifth 

regiment, to which my father had newly 

been attached, ten officers were killed, in¬ 

cluding all the field-officers. No human 

beings could ffiew more determined cou¬ 

rage than this brave army did. Standing 

four hours under a conftant difcharge of 

cannon and mufketry from barricades, on 

which it was impoffible for them to make 

the leaft impreffion, General Abercrombie 

faw the fruitlefs wafte of blood that was 

every hour increafing, and ordered a re¬ 

treat, which was very precipitate, fo much 

fo,. that they croffed the lake, and regained 

their camp on the other fide, the fame 

night. Two thoufand men were killed, 

wounded, or taken on this difaftrous day! 

On the next, thofe moft dangeroufly 

wounded were fent forward in boats, and 

reached the Flats before evening; they in 

E -5 a naan- 



a manner brought (at lead confirmed) the 

news of the defeat. Madame had her barn 

inftantly fitted up into a temporary hof- 

pital, and a room in her houfe allotted for 

the furgeon who attended the patients; 

among thefe was Lee, the fame infolent 

and rapacious Lee, who had infulted this 

general benefaflrefs, and deprived her of 

one of her greated pleafures, that of giving 

a fhare of every thing {he had, to advance 

the fervice. She treated him with compaf- 

fion, without adverting, by the lead hint, 

to the pad. She tore up her fheets and 

table linen for bandages; and fhe and her 

nieces were condantly employed in attend¬ 

ing and cheering the wounded, while all 

her domedics were bufied in preparing 

food and every thing neceflary for thofe 

unhappy fufferers. Even Lee felt and ac¬ 

knowledged the refidlefs force of fuch ge¬ 

nerous humanity. He fwore, in his vehe¬ 

ment manner, that he was fure there would 

be a place referved for Madame in heaven, 

though no other woman fhould be there, 

and that he fhould wi{h for nothing better 

than 



than to ihare her final deftiny. The a&ive 

induftrious beneficence (he exercifed at this 

time, not only towards the wounded, but 

the wretched widows and orphans who had 

remained here, and had loft their all in 

their hufbands and parents, was beyond 

praife. Could I clearly recollect and 

arrange the anecdotes of this period, as I 

have often heard them, they would of them- 

felves fill a volume; fuffice it, that fuch 

was the veneration in which Ihe was held 

in the army after this period, that I re¬ 

coiled!, among the earlieft impreftions re¬ 

ceived in my mind, that of a profound 

reverence for Madame, as thefe people were 

wont to call her. Before I ever faw her I 

ufed to think of her as a moft auguft per- 

fonage, of a majeftic prefence; fitting on 

an elevated feat, and fcattering bounty to 

wounded foldiers, and poor women and 

children. 

s 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

The Family of Madame’s Sifter.—The Death of the 

latter. 

unt found confolation for all her for- 

rows in the family of her favourite filler. 

The promife of uncommon merit, which 

appeared in the riling branches of that 

Angularly fine family, was to her a peculiar 

gratification; for no mother could love her 

own children more tenderly than fhe did 

them. The two daughters, which were 

amongft the eldefl, palled, by turns, much 

of their time with her, and were, from their 

beauty and their manners, the ornaments of 

her fociety; while their good fenfe, ripened 

by being called early into aftion, made 

thefe amiable and elegant young women 

more a comfort and affiftance than a care 

or charge to their aunt, at a very early 

period. '1 hey had four brothers; three of 

whom are ftill living, and have, through 

life. 

V V 
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life, done honour by their virtues, their 

manners, and their conduft, in the moft 

trying exigencies, to the memory and ex- 

ample of their excellent parents, as well as 

to that collateral fchool of pure morality, 

and found and genuine policy, of which 

they lhared the benefit. 

The hiftory of this family, in the after 

vicifiitudes in which the political changes in 

their country involved them, would furnifh 

a very interefting detail, were it allowable 

to offend the delicacy of modefl worth, or 

eligible to expofe the depravity and fury of 

enraged fa&ions. Of the brothers I fhall 

only mention, that the third, in his child- 

hood, fliewed uncommon fire and vivacity; 

notfeeming to retain the finallefl portion 

of that hereditary phlegm which could flill 

be eafily traced through many of the fet- 

tlers of this peculiar colony. He could 

fcarce be called an unlucky boy, for he 

never did harm defignedly; yet he was fo 

volatile, eccentric, and original, in the fro- 

lickfome excurfions of his fancy, that many 

ludicrous and fome ferious confequences 

refulted 
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refulted from them. He fhewed, however, 

amidft all thefe gaieties, from a very early 

age, a fteady and determined predilection 

towards a military life, which, in due time, 

was indulged, and has been fmce the means 

of leading him on to rank and diftinction in 

the Britifh fervice*. Of the eldeft brother 

I fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter; 

the fecond and youngeft were zealous parti- 

zans of government at the time of the revo¬ 

lution. Their loyalty occafioned the lofs 

of their fortunes and their homes; but 

their worth and bravery procured them 

confidence and important commands in 

that painful fervice which was carried on 

during the American war, at the end of 

which they were partially rewarded by 

grants of land in Upper Canada. Loyalty 

and courage feems hereditary in this family. 

Many fons of thofe expatriated brothers 

are now ferving their country in different 

The capture of Tobago was achieved by Ge¬ 

neral C—r, who has for near forty years been engaged 

in the moft aftive and hazardous departments of the 

fervice. 
parts 
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parts of the empire, undeterred by the 

Ioffes and fufferings of their parents in the 

royal caufe. it was a marked diftinttion of 

character to be oblerved in the condu£t of 

aunt’s protegees, that though {he was 

equally attached to the children of her 

hufband’s relations and her own, thefe 

latter,only, adopted her poliucal fentiments, 

with a fingle exception, which {hall be 

mentioned in its place. 

The defeat at Ticonderoga bore very 

hard upon the mind of Madame; public 

fpirit was always an a£Hve principle in her 

ftrong and reflecting mind; and from the 

particular circumftances in which {he had 

always been involved, her patriotifm gained 

ftrength by exercife. The fame ardent con¬ 

cern for the public good, which could pro¬ 

duce no other effect but fruitlefs anxiety, 

would be as unavailing as unneceffary, in 

our fecure and tranquil {late ; but with her 

it was an exercifed and ufeful virtue. Her 

attachment to the Britilh nation, which was 

to the very laft a ruling principle both of 

her aftions and opinions, contributed to 

embitter 
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embitter this blow to her and her family. 

The taking of Frontinac on the weftern 

lakes, and the re-eftablifhment of our power 

in that important quarter, were achieved 

by General Bradftreet, whom Abercrombie 

difpatched at the head of three thoufand 

provincials. This was a cordial much 

wanted by all, and more particularly gra¬ 

tifying to the farnilv at the Flats, as the 

colonel’s nephew, Philip Schuyler, though 

his was not exactly a warlike department, 

had evinced much fpirit, prudence, and re- 

folution during that expedition; in which, 

without publicly arrogating command, he, 

under Bradftreet, vwho was indeed a very 

able man,dire&ed mod of the operations. 

In the mind of this extraordinary perfon, 

qualities, fuited to all occafions, lay dor¬ 

mant and unfufpefted, till called forth by 

the varying events of his bufy though not 

buftling life; for he feemed to carry on 

the plans, public and private, which he ex¬ 

ecuted with tuperior ability and fuccefs, by 

mere volition. No one ever faw him ap¬ 

pear hurried, embarrafled, or agitated. 
The 



The fuccefs of this expedition, and the 

rifing diltindtion of her nephew Philip, was 

fome conlolation to Madame for the late 

difafter. Still friendly and hofpitable, fhe 

was as kindly difpofed towards the Britifh 

as ever, and as indefatigable in promoting 

a good underftanding between them and 

the natives; but the army was now on a 

larger fcale. It was in a manner regularly 

organized, and more independent of fuch 

aid as individuals could beftow; and the 

many children educated bv her, or left 
i * 

orphans to her care, became from their 

number, their marriages, and various pur- 

fuits, objects of more earned folicitude. 

At this period Aunt Schuyler, now every 

where fpoken of by that affectionate defig- 

nation, met with a fevere affliction in the 

death of a filter, whom fhe had always 

loved with more than common tendernefs, 

and whofe family fhe confidered in a man¬ 

ner as her own. This was Mrs. Cuyler, 

the wife of that able and upright magiftrate 

Cornelius Cuyler, of whofe family I have 

juft been giving fome account. Mrs. Cuy¬ 

ler, 
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ler, with a charaCUr more gentle and re» 

tiring, poffeffed the good fenfe and benevo¬ 

lence for which aunt was diftinguilhed, 

though her fphere of action being entirely 

within the limits of her own family, (he could 

not be fo well known, or fo much cele¬ 

brated, The colonel had always had a great 

attachment to this valuable perfonj which 

{till more endeared her to his widow. She 

however always found new duties refulting 

from her afflictions, fo that fhe could not 

afford to fink under them. She now was 

at pains to confole her filter’s hufband, who 

really feemed borne down by this ftroke; 

and the exertions fhe made for the good of 

his Angularly promifing family, kept her 

mind occupied. 

✓ 
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CHAP. X!. 

Further Success of the Britifh Arms*—A Miflionary. 

—Corlandt Schuyler. 

rjpHE conqueft of Ofwego, which was this 

year (1759) retaken from the French 

by General Bradltreet, contributed to re¬ 

vive the drooping fpirits of the army and 

the patriots; and it was quickly fucceeded 

by the dear-bought conqueft of Quebec. 

Though Madame had never feen General 

Wolfe, (he fhared the general admiration 

of his heroifm, and the general forrow for 

his lofs, in a very high degree. She, too, 

was confcious that the fecurity and tran¬ 

quillity purchafed by the conqueft of 

Quebec, would, in a manner, loofen the 

bonds which held the colonifts attached to 

a government which they only endured 

while they required its protection. This 

led to confequences which fhe too clearly 

forefaw. 

The 
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The mind of Mrs. Schuyler, which had 

been greatly agitated by the fad events at 

Ticonderoga, now began, in confequence of 

the late fucceffes, to become more compofed, 

and to turn itfelf to objedts of utility, as 

formerly. What (he had done, and made 

others do for the orphans and widows that 

had become fuch in confequence of the at¬ 

tack on the Lines, could fcarce be credited. 

No one would fuppofe a moderate fortune, 

like hers, could poffibly be equal to it. 

She had at this time too much fatisfadlion 

in feeing the refpedtive churches, (in all 

which fhe was deeply interefted,) filled by 

perfons who did honour to their profefiion. 

A young clergyman named Weflerloe, fuc- 

ceeded Domine Freylinghaufen, after an 

interval of three or lour years, during 

which the charge was irregularly filled. 

This young man had learning, talent, and 

urbanity ; he had all the fan&ity of life 

and animated eloquence of his predeceffor, 

without his love of power, his buftling 

turn, or his eagernefs for popularity; he 

was, indeed, a perfon of very lingular merit, 

but 

I- 
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but ftudious and fecluded, and unwilling to 

mix with ftrangers. To Madame, however, 

he was open and companionable, and knew 

and valued the attra&ions of her converfa- 

tion. Dr. Ogilvie was the Englifli epif- 

copal minifter, who, under the name of 

Indian miffionary, and with a faiary allowed 

him as fuch, had the charge of performing 

duty in a church erected for that purpofe in 

town, to ftrangers, and fuch of the military 

as chofe to attend. The Chriftian Indians, 

who were his particular charge, lived at too 

great a diftance to benefit by his labours. 

The province, however, allowed a faiary to 

a zealous preacher, who laboured among 

them with apoftolic fervour, and with equal 

difregard to the things of this world. Dr. 

Ogilvie was highly refpe&ed, and indeed 

much beloved by all who were capable 

of appreciating his merit. His appearance 

was Angularly prepoffeffingj his addrefs 

and manners entirely thofe of a gentleman. 

His abilities were refpe(Stable, his dodrine 

was pure and fcriptural, and his life exem- 

plary, both as a clergyman and in his 

domeftic 
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domeftic circle, where he was peculiarly 

amiable; add to all this a talent for conver- 

fation, extenfive reading, and a thorough 

knowledge of life. The Doftor was indeed 

a man after Madames own heart; and (he 

never ceafed regretting his departure to 

Ne w York, where he was fettled two years 

after. For Stuart* fhe had the utmoll 

veneration. Perfe&ly calculated for his 

auftere and uncourtly duties, he was 

wholly devoted to them, and fcarce caft a 

look back to that world which he had for- 

faken. Yet he was, on various accounts, 

highly valued by Madame; for fince the 

appointment of the fuperintendant, and 

more particularly fince the death of the 

colonel, he became more important to her, 

as the link which held her to the Mohawks, 

whom fhe now faw fo much more feldom, 

but always continued to love. The com- 

prelunfion of her mind was fo great, and 

her defire for knowledge fo flrong, that 

fhe found much entertainment in tracing 

* A pious miffionary in the Mohawk country. 
✓ 
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the unfoldings of the human mind in its 

native ftate, and the gradual progrefs of 

intellect when enlightened by the gentle 

influence of pure religion ; and this good 

Father of the defarts gratified her more by 

the details he was enabled to give of the 

progrefs of devotion and of mind among 

his beloved little flock, than he could have 

done by all that learning, or knowledge of 

the world can bellow. Again the Flats 

began to be the refort of the bell fociety. 

She had alfo her nephews in fucceffion j 

one, a brother of that Philip fo often men¬ 

tioned, (fince better known to the world by 

the appellation of General Schuyler,) had 

been long about the family. He was a 

youth diftinguilhed for the gracefulnefs of 

his perfon, and the fymmetry of his fea¬ 

tures. He was a perfect model of manly 

beauty, though almolt as dark as an Indian. 

Indeed, both in looks and character, he 

greatly refembled the aborigines of the 

country. He feemed perfectly unconfcious 

of the extraordinary perfonal advantages 

which he pofleflfed j was brave, honourable, 

and 
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and endowed with a very good underftand- 

mg, but collected within himfelf; filent, yet 

eloquent when he chofe to interefi: himfelf, 

or was warmed by the occafion ; and had 

fuch ftainlefs probity, that every one re- 

fpefted and trufted him. Yet he was fo 

very indifferent to the ordinary pleafures 

and purfuits of life, and fo entirely devoted 

to the fports of the field, that when his 

aunt afterwards procured him a commiflion 

in a marching regiment, hoping thus to 

tame and brighten him, he was known in 

Ireland by the namg of the handfome favage. 

This title did not belong to him in the fenfe 

we moll often ufe it in; for his manners 

were not rude and harfh in the leaft, though 

an air of cold aufterity, which fhaded his 

fine countenance, with his delight infolitary 

amufements, led the gay and focial inha¬ 

bitants of the country in which he refided, 

to confider him as unwillingly refcued from 

his native forefts. This youth was named 

Cortlandt, and will be more particularly 

mentioned hereafter. That eccentric and 

frolicfome boy, whofe humourous fallies 

and 
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and playful flights were a continual fource 

of amufement, was alfo a frequent guefl3 

but did not flay fo long as his elder brother, 

who certainly was, of all aunt’s adopted, the 

greateft favourite, and became more endear¬ 

ed to her, from being lefs fuccefsful in life 

than the reft of his family. 

In a council held between their relations 

and Madame, it w7as decided that both 

Cortlandt and Cornelius fhould try their 

fortune in arms. Cortlandt was made an 

enfign in an old regiment, and w?ent over 

to Ireland. Cornelius, a year after, got a 

commiflion in the 55th, then commanded 

by that Angularly worthy and benevolent 

chara&er Sir Adolphus Oughton. The 

mayor was highly refpedted for his wifdom; 

yet his purchafing a commiflion for fo mere 

a boy, and laying out for it a fum of 

money which appeared large in a country 

where people contrived to do very well with 

wonderfully little ol that article, aftonifhed 

all his countrymen. Confeious, however, 

of his fon’s military genius, and well 

knowing that the vivacity that filled his 

vol. u. f grave 

t 
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grave kinfmen with apprehenfion, was mere¬ 

ly a lambent flame of youthful gaiety, which 

would blaze without fcorching, he fearlefsly 

launched him into a profeflion in which he 

hoped to fee him attain merited diftinftion. 

The excellent patronefs of all thefe young 

people had the fatisfaftion of feeing every 

one brought up under her aufpices, (and, 

by this time, they were not a few,) do ho¬ 

nour to her inftru&ions, and fill their dif¬ 

ferent flations in a manner the mod credit¬ 

able and profperous; while fhe was often 

furrounded by the children of thofe who 
i 

had engaged her earlielt cares. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Burning of the Houfe at the Flats.—Madame's Re¬ 

moval.—Journey of the Author. 

tt was at this time, when lhe was in the 

very acme of her reputation, and her 

name was never mentioned without fome ad¬ 

ded epithet of refpedt or affection, that her 

houfe, fo long the receptacle of all that was 

good or intelligent, and the afylum of all that 

was helplefs and unfortunate, was entirely 

confumed before her eyes. 

In the fummer of this year, as General 

Bradftreet was riding by the Flats one day, 

and propofing to call on Madame, he faw 

her fitting in a great chair under the little 

avenue of cherry trees that led from her 

houfe to the road. All the way as he ap¬ 

proached he had feen fmoke, and at laft 

flames, burlting out from the top of her 

houfe. He was afraid to alarm her fuddenly; 

F 2 but 
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but when he told her, fhe heard it with the 

utmoft compofure ; pointed out the likelieft 

means to check the fire ; and ordered the 

neighbours to be fummoned, and the inoft 

valuable goods fir ft removed, without ever 

attempting to go over to the houfe herfelf, 

when file knew the could be of no fervice ; 

but with the mod admirable prefence of 

mind, fhe fat ftill with a placid countenance, 

regulating and ordering every thing in the 

mo ft judicious manner, and with as much 

compofure as if fhe had nothing to lofe. 

When evening came, of that once happy 

manfion, not a fmgle beam was left, and the 

fcorched brick walls were all that remained 

to mark where it had flood. 

Madame could not be faid to be left with¬ 

out a dwelling, having a houfe in Albany 

rather larger than the one thus deftroyed. 

But fhe was fondly attached to the fpot which 

had been the fcene of fo much felicity, 

and was rendered more dear to her by re¬ 

taining within its bounds, the remains of 

her beloved partner. She removed to Pe- 

drom s houfe for the night. The news of 
what 
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what had happened fpread every where; 

and fhe had the comfort of knowing, in 

confequence of this misfortune, better than 

fhe could by any other means, how great a 

degree of public efteem and private grati¬ 

tude fhe had excited. The next day peo¬ 

ple came from all quarters to condole, and 

afk her directions where and how fhe 

would chufe to have another houfe built. 

And in a few days the ground was covered 

with bricks, timber, and other materials, 

brought there by her friends in voluntary 

kindnefs. It is to be obferved that the peo¬ 

ple in the interior of New York were fo ex¬ 

ceedingly fkilful in the ufe, not only of the 

axe, but of all ordinary tools ufed in planing 

and joining timber, that with the aid of a 

regular carpenter or two to carry on the 

nicer parts of the work, a man could build 

an ordinary houfe, if it were a wooden one, 

with very few more than his own do- 

meftics. It can fcarce be credited that this 

houfe, begun in Auguft, was ready for 

Aunt’s reception againft winter, which here 

begins very early. But General Bradftreet 

f 3 had / 
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had fent fome of the King’s workmen, con- 

fidering them as employed for the public 

fervice, while carrying on this building. 

The moft unpleafant circumftance about 

this new dwelling, was the melancholy 

hiatus which appeared in front, where the 

former large houfe had flood, and where 

the deep and fpacious cellars flill yawned 

m gloomy defolation. Madame, who no 

longer fludied appearance, but merely 

thought of a temporary accommodation, 

for a life which neither fhe nor any one ex¬ 

pected to be a long one, ordered a broad 

wooden bridge, like thofe we fee over ri¬ 

vers. This bridge was furnifhed with feats 

like a portico, and this with the high walls 

of the burnt houfe, which were a kind of 

fcreen before the new one, gave the whole 

the appearance of fome antient ruin. 

Madame did not find the winter pafs 

comfortably. That road, now that mat¬ 

ters were regularly fettled, was no longer 

the conflant refort of her military friends. 

Her favourite nieces were too engaging, 

and too much admired, to leave room to ex¬ 

pert 
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pe£t they fhould remain with her. She found 

her houfe comparatively cold and incon¬ 

venient, and the winter long and comfort- 

lefs. She could not now eafily go the dif- 

tance to church. Pedrom, that affection¬ 

ate and refpeCted brother, was now, by 

increafing deafnefs, difqualified from being 

a companion ; and filter Sufan, infirm and 

cheerlefs, wras, for the mofl part, con¬ 

fined to her chamber. Under thefe cir- 

cumftances fhe was at length prevailed 

on to remove to Albany. The Flats (he 

gave in leafe to Pedrom’s fon Stephen. 

The houfe and furrounding grounds were 

let to an Irifh gentleman, who came over to 

America to begin a new courfe of life, after 

fpending his fortune in a fafliionable diffipa- 

tion. On coming to America, he found 

that there was an intermediate ftate of hard- 

ihip and felf-denial to be encountered, be¬ 

fore he could enter on that fancied Arcadia 

which he thought was to be found in every 

wood. He fettled his family in this tem¬ 

porary dwelling, while he went to traverfe 

the provinces in fearch of fome unforfeited 

Eden, where the rofe had no thorn, and 

f 4 the 
t 
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the curfe of ceafelefs labour had not begun 

to operate. Madame found reafon to be 

highly fatisfied with the change. She had 

mills which fupplied her with bread, her 

flaves cut and brought home hr e-wood, fne 

had a good garden, and fruit and every 

other rural dainty came to her in the great- 

eft abundance. All her former protegees 

and friends in different quarters delighted 

to fend their tribute; and this was merely 

an interchange of kindnefs. 

Soon after this removal, her elded niece* 

a remarkably fine young woman, was mar¬ 

ried to Mr. C. of C. mano which was ac¬ 

counted one of the bed matches, or rather 

the very bed in the province. She was 

didinguifhed by a figure of uncommon 

grace and dignity, a noble and expreffive 

countenance, and a mind fuch as her ap¬ 

pearance led one to expeft. This very re- 

fpediable perfon is, I believe, dill living, 

after having witneffed among her deared 

connexions, fcenes the mod didreffing, and 

changes the mod painful. She has ever 

conduced herfelf fo as to do honour to the 

excellent examples of her mother and aunt, 

and 
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and to be a patron of ftedfaft truth and 

generous friendfhip, in the moft trying exi¬ 

gencies. Her younger filler, equally ad 

mired, though poffefling a different ftyle 

of beauty, more foft and debonair, with 

the fairefl complexion, and moil cheerful 

fimplicity of afpedl, was the peculiar fa¬ 

vourite of her aunt, above all that ever fhe 

took charge of; fhe, too, was foon after 

married to that highly efteemed patriot the 

late Ifaac L., revered, through the whole 

continent, for his found good fenfe and 

genuine public fpirit. He was, indeed, 

“ happily tempered, mild, and firm;” and 

was finally the viftim of ftedfaft loyalty. 

It now remains to fay how the writer of 

thefe pages became fo well acquainted with 

the fubjedl of thefe memoirs. 

My father was at this time a fubaltern 

in the 55th regiment. That corps was 

then ftationed at Ofwego ; but during the 

bufy and warlike period I have been defcrib- 

ing, my mother and I were boarded in the 

country below Albany, with the moft wor¬ 

thy people imaginable ; with whom we ever 

after 
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after kept up a cordial friendfhip. My fa¬ 

ther, wifhing to fee his family, was indul¬ 

ged with permiflion, and at the fame time or¬ 

dered to take the command of an additional 

company, who were to come up, arid to pur- 

chafe for the regiment all the (lores they fhould 

require for the winter ; which proved a moll 

extenfive commiflion. In the month of Oc¬ 

tober he fet out on this journey, or voyage 

rather, in which it was fettled that my 

mother and I fhould accompany him. We 

were, I believe, the firft females, above 

the very lowed ranks, who had ever pene¬ 

trated fo far into this remote wildernefs. 

Certainly never was joy greater than that 

which filled my childifh mind on fetting 

out on this journey. I had before feen lit¬ 

tle of my father, and the mod I knew of 

him was from the folicitude I had heard ex- 

preffed on his account, and the fear of his 

death after every battle. I was, indeed, 

a little afhamed of having a military father, 

brought up as I had modly been, in a Dutch 

family, and fpeaking that language as fluently 

as my own; yet, on the other hand, I had 

felt 
i 
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felt fo awkward at feeing all my companions 

have fathers to talk and complain to, while 

I had none, that I thought upon the whole 

It was a very good thing to have a father 

of any kind. The fcarlet coat, which I had 

been taught to confider as the fymbol of 

wickednefs, difgufted me in fome degree; 

but then, to my great comfort, I found my 

father did not fwear; and again, to my 

unfpeakable delight, that he prayed. A 

foldier pray ! was it pofiible ? and fliould I 

really fee my father in heaven! How 

transporting ! By a fudden revolution of 

opinion I now thought my father the moft 

charming of all beings; and the overflow¬ 

ings of my good-will reached to the whole 

company, becaufe they wore the fame 

colour, and feemed to refpedt and obey 

him. I dearly loved idlenefs too, and the 

more, becaufe my mother, who delighted 

in needle-work, confined me too much to 

it. What joys were mine! to be idle for 

a fortnight, feeing new woods, rivers, and 

animals, every day; even then the love of 

nature was, in my young bofom, a paffion 

f 6 pro- 
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du&ive of inceffant delight. I had, too* 

a primmer, two hymns, and a ballad; and 

thefe I read over and over with great dili¬ 

gence. At intervals my attention was 

agreeably engaged by the details the foldiers 

gave my father of their manner of living 

and fighting in the woods, &c. ; and with 

thefe the praifes of Madame were often 

mingled. I thought of her continually; 

every thing great I heard about her, even her 

fize, had its impreflion. She became the 

heroine of my childiffi imagination; and I 

thought of her as fomething both awful and 

admirable. We had the furgeon of the 

regiment and another officer with us ; 

they talked too of Madame, of Indians, 

of battles and of antient hiftory. Sitting 

from morning to night mufing in the 

boat, contemplating my father, who ap¬ 

peared to me a hero and a faint, and think¬ 

ing of Aunt Schuyler, who filled up my 

whole mind with the grandeur with which 

my fancy had inverted her ; and then hav¬ 

ing my imagination continually amufed 

with the variety of noble wild fcenes which 

the 
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the beautiful banks of the Mohawk afforded, 

I am convinced I thought more in that 

fortnight, that is to fay, acquired more 

ideas, and took more lading impreffions, 

than ever I did in the fame fpace of time, 

in my life. This, however foreign it may 

appear to my fubjeft, I mention, as fo 

far connecting with it, that it accounts, in 

fome meafure, for that developement of 

thought which led me to take fuch ready 

and ftrong impreffions from Aunt’s conver- 

fation when afterwards I knew her. 

CIIAP* 



CHAP. xnr. I 

Continuation ot the Journey.—Arrival at Ofwego.-— 

Regulations, Studies, and Amufements there. 

JNJ’ever, certainly, was a journey fo re¬ 

plete with felicity. I luxuriated in 

idlenefs and novelty ; knowledge was my 

delight, and it was now pouring in on my 

mind from all fides. What a change from 

fitting down pinned to my famplar by my 

mother till the hour of play, and then run¬ 

ning wild with children as young, and ftill 

fimpler than rnyfelf. Much attended to by 

all my fellow travellers, I was abfolutely in¬ 

toxicated with the charms of novelty, and 

the fenfe of my new found importance. 

The firlt day we came to Schena&ady, a 

little town, fituated in a rich and beautiful 

fpot, and partly fupported by the Indian 

trade. 1 he next day we embarked, pro¬ 

ceeded up the river with fix bateaux, and 

came early in the evening to one of the 

molt charming fcenes imaginable, where 

Fort 
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Fort Hendrick was built; fo called, in com¬ 

pliment to the principal Sachem, or King 

of the Mohawks. The caftle of this pri¬ 

mitive monarch flood at a little diftance, on 

a riling ground, furrmnded by pallifades. 

He refided, at the time, in a houfe which 

the public workmen, who had lately built 

this fort, had been ordered to ereft for 

him in the vicinity. We did not fail to 

wait upon his Majefly; who not chufing 

to depart too much from the cuftoms of his 

anceftors, had not permitted divifions of 

apartments, or modern furniture to profane 

his new dwelling. It had the appearance 

of a good barn, and was divided acrofs by 

a mat hung in the middle. King Hendrick, 

who had indeed a very princely figure, and 

a countenance that would not have difho- 

noured royalty, was fitting on the floor be- 

fide a large heap of wheat, furrounded with 

balkets of dried berries of different kinds; 
* v * 

befide him, his fon, a very pretty boy, 

fomewhat older than myfelf, was carefling 

a foal, which was unceremonioufly intro¬ 

duced into the royal refidence. A laced 

hat. 
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liat, a fine faddle and piftois, gifts of his 

good brother the great king, were hung 

round on the crols beams. He was fplen- 

didly arrayed in a coat of pale blue, trim¬ 

med with filver ; all the reft of his drefs 

was of the falhion of his own nation, and 

highly embellilhed with beads and other 

ornaments. All this fuited my tafte exceed¬ 

ingly, and was level to my comprehenfion. 

I was prepared to admire King Hendrick, 

by having heard him defcribed as a generous 

warrior, terrible to his enemies, and kind 

to his friends: the chara&er of all others 

calculated to make the deepeft impreffion 

on ignorant innocence, in a country where 

infants learned the horrors of war, from 

its proximity. Add to all this, that the 

monarch fmiled, clapped my head, and 

ordered me a little balket, very pretty, and 

filled by the officious kindnefs of his fon 

with dried berries. Never did princely 

gifts, or the fmile of royaltv, produce 

more ardent admiration and profound gra¬ 

titude. I went out of the royal prefence 

overawed and delighted, and am not fure 

but 



but what I have liked kings all my life the 

better for this happy fpecimen, to which 

I was fo early introduced. Had I feen 

royalty, properly fuch, in veiled with all 

the pomp of European magnificence, 1 

fhould poffibly have been confufed and 

over-dazzled. But this was quite enough, 

and not too much for me; and I went 

away, loft in a reverie, and thought of 

nothing but kings, battles, and generals 

for days after. 
This journey, charming my romantic 

imagination by its very delays and difficul¬ 

ties, was fuch a fource oi intereft and no¬ 

velty to me, that above all things I dread¬ 

ed its conclufion, which I well knew 

would be fucceeded by long talks and clofe 

confinement. Happily for me we foon 

entered upon Wood-creek, the moll de- 

firable of all places for a traveller who 

loves to linger, if fuch another traveller 

there be. 1 his is a fmall river, which 

winds irregularly through a deep and nar¬ 

row valley of the moll lavilh fertility. 

The depth and richnefs of the foil here 
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was evinced by the loftinefs and the na- 

• Uie ot tne trees, which were, hiccory, 

butter-nut, chefnut, and fycamores of vaft 

Circumference as well as height. Thefe 

became lo top-heavy, and their roots were 

f° of£en undermined by this infidious 

dream, that in every tempeduous night, 

foine giants of the grove fell prodrate, 

and very frequently acrofs the dream, 

where they lay, in all their pomp of foliage, 

like a leafy bridge, unwithered, and form- 

ing an obttacle aimod invincible to all na¬ 

vigation. The Indian lifted his flight ca¬ 

noe, and carried it pad the tree; but our 

ueep loaded bateaux could not be fo ma¬ 

naged. Here my orthodoxy was Ihock- 

ed, and my anti-military prejudices revived 

by the fwearing of the foldiers: but then 

again my veneration for my father was if 

poflible increafed, by his lectures againd 

fwearing provoked by their tranfgreflion. 

Noihing remained for our heroes but to 

attack thele fylvan giants axe in hand, and 

make way through their divided bodies, 

i lie aflault upon fallen greatnefs was una¬ 

nimous 
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nimous and unmerciful, but the refiftance 

was tough, and the procefs tedious; fo 

much fo, that we were three days proceed¬ 

ing fourteen miles, having at every two 

hours’ end at leaf!, a new tree to cut 

through. 

It was here, as far as I recollect the hif- 

tory of my own heart, that the firft idea of 

artifice ever entered into my mind. It was, 

like mofl female artifices, the offspring of 

vanity. Thefe delays were a new fource 

of pleafure to me. It was October: the 

trees we had to cut through were often 

loaded with nuts, and while I ran lightly 

along the branches to fill my royal bafket 

with their fpods, which I had great plea¬ 

fure in d ftributing, I met with multitudes 

of fellow plunderers in the fquirrels of va¬ 

rious colours and fizes, who w7ere here 

numberlefs. This made my excurfions 

amufing: but when I found my difap- 

pearance excited alarm, they affumed more 

intereft. It was fo fine to fit quietly among 

the branches, and hear concern and folici- 

tude expreffed about the child. 

I will 



I will fpare the reader the fatigue of 

accompanying our little fleet through 

** Antres vail and defarts wild:” 

only obferving, that the magnificent foli- 

tude through which we travelled was 

inucti relieved by the fight of Johnfon hall, 

beautifully fituated in a plain by the river ; 

while Johnfon caftle, a few miles further 

up, made a moil refpeclable appearance 

on a commanding eminence at fome dif- 

tance. 

We travelled from one fort to another; 

but in three or four inftances, to my great 

joy, they were fo remote from each other, 

that we found it necefiary to encamp at 

night on the bank of the river. This, in 

a land of profound folitude, where wolves, 

foxes, and bears abounded, and were very 

much inclined to confider and treat us as 

intruders, might feem difmal to w.fer folks. 

But i was fo gratified by the buftie and 

agitation produced by our meafures of de¬ 

fence, and a&uated by the love which all 

children have for mifchief that is not fatal, 

that 
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that I enjoyed our nights encampment 

exceedingly. We flopped early wherever 

we faw the largeft and moil combuftible 

kind of trees. Cedars were great favorites, 

and the fir ft work was to fell and pile 

upon each other an incredible number, 

ftretched lengthways, while every one, who 

could, was bufied in gathering withered 

branches of pine, &c. to fill up the inter- 

ftices of the pile, and make the green 

wood burn the fafter. Then a train of 

gun-powder was laid along to give fire to 

the whole fabric at once, which blazed 

and crackled magnificently. ri hen the 

tents were erected clofe in a row before 

this grand conflagration. This was not 

merely meant to keep us warm, though 

the nights did begin to grow cold, but to 

frighten wild beasts and wandering Indians. 

In cafe any fuch, belonging to hoftile 

tribes, fliould fee this prodigious blaze, the 

fize of it was meant to give them an idea 

of a greater force than we poflfefled. 

In one place, where we were furround- 

ed by hills, with fwamps lying between 

them 
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them, there feemed to be a general con- 

grels of wolves, who anfwered each other 

from oppofite hills in founds the moft 

terrific. Probably the terror which all fa* 

vage animals have at fire, was exalted into 

fury, by feeing fo many enemies, whom 

they durft not attack. The bull frogs, 

thole harmlefs, though hideous inhabitants 

the fwamps, feemed determined not to be 

out-done, and roared a tremendous bass 

to this bravura accompaniment. This was 

alrnofl too much for my love of the ter¬ 

rible fublime: fome women, who were 

our fellow-travellers, fhrieked with terror: 

and finally, the horrors of that night were 

ever after held in aweful remembrance by 

all who fhared them. 

The lafl: night of this eventful pilgrim¬ 

age, of which I fear to tire my readers by 

a farther recital, was fpent at fort Bruer- 

ton, then commanded by captain Mungo 

Campbell*, whofe warm and generous 

* Colonel Mungo Campbell was killed leading on 
the atta< k of fort St. Anne, at the battle of White 

plains, Anno 1777- 

heart, 
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heart, whofe enlightened and comprehen- 

five mind, whofe focial qualities and public 

virtues 1 fhould delight to commemorate 

did my limits permit; fuffice it, that he is 

endeared to my recolleftion by being the 

firft perfon who ever fuppofed me to have a 

mind capable of culture, and I was ever 

after diftinguifhed by his partial notice. 

Here we were detained two days by a pre¬ 

mature fall of fnow. Very much difpofed 

to be happy any where, I was here particu¬ 

larly fo. Our laft’ day’s journey, which 

brought us to lake Ontario and fort Ofwego, 

our deftined abode, was a very hard one ; 

we had people going before, breaking the 

ice with paddles, ail the way. 

All that I had foreboded of long talks, 

confinement, &c., fell lhort of the reality. 

The very deep fnow confined us all ; and 

at any rate the rampart or the parade 

would have been no favourable fcene of 

improvement for me. One great fource of 

entertainment I difcovered here, was no 

other than the Old Teftament, which 

during my confinement I learned to read ; 

till 
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till then having done fo very imperfectly* 

It was an unfpeakabie treafure as a ftory- 

bcok, before I learnt to make any better 

ufe of it, and became, by frequent perufal, 

indelibly imprinted on my memory .Wal¬ 

lace wight, and Welwood’s memoirs of 

the hiftory of England, were my next ac- 

quifitions. Enough of egotifm! yet all 

thefe circumftances contributed to form 

that tafle for folid reading which firft 

attra&ed the attention of my invaluable 

friend. 

I cannot quit Ontario without giving a 

flight fketch of the manner in which it was 

occupied and governed while I was there 

and afterwards, were it but to give young 

foldiers a hint how they may belt ufe their 

time and refources, fo as to fliun the in¬ 

dolence and ennui they are often liable to 

in fuch flotations. The 55th had by this 

time acquired feveral Englifli officers; but 

with regard to the men, it might be con- 

fidered as a Scotch regiment, and was in¬ 

deed originally fuch, being raifed but a 

very few years before, in the neighbourhood 
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of Stirling. There were fmall detachments 

in other forts; but the greateft part were 

in this, commanded by Major (afterwards 

Colonel) Duncan of Lundie, elder brother 

of the late Lord Duncan of Camperdown. 

He was an experienced officer, pofleffed of 

confiderable military fcience, learned, hu¬ 

mane, and judicious, yet obftinate, and 

fomewhat of an humourift withal. Where- 

ever he went, a refpectable library went 

with him. Though not old he was gouty, 

and war-worn, and therefore allowably 

carried about many comforts and conve¬ 

niences that others could not warrantably 

do. The fort was a large place, built entire¬ 

ly of earth and great logs 3 I mean the walls 

and ramparts, for the barracks were of 

wood, and cold and comfortlefs. The 

cutting down the vail quantity of wood 

ufed in this building had, however, cleared 

much of the fertile ground by which the 

fort was furrounded. The lake abounded 

with excellent fiffi and varieties of water- 

fowl, while deer and every kind of game 

were numerous in the furrounding woods. 

vol. n. c All o 
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All thefe advantages, however, were now 

fhut up by the rigours of winter. The 

officers were all very young men, brought 

from fchool or college to the army, and 

fince the dreadful fpecimen of war which 

they had met with on their fi'rft outfet, 

at the lines of Ticonderoga, they had gone 

through all poffible hardffiips. After a 

inarch up St. Lawrence, and then through 

Canada here, a march indeed, confidering 

the feafon, and the no road, worthy the 

hero of Pultowa, they were ftationed in 

this new built garrifon, far from every 

trace of civilization. Thefe young foldiers 

were, however, excellent fubjefts for the 

forming hand of Major Duncan. As I have 

faid on a former occafion of others, if 

they were not improved, they were not 

fpoiled, and what little they knew was 

The major, by the manner in which he 

treated them, feemed to confider them as 

his fons or pupils ; only he might be called 

an auftere parent, or a rigid inftru£tor. 

But this femblance of feverity was necefiary 

to 



( 123 ) 

to form his pupils to habitual veneration. 

Partaking every day of their convivial en 

joyments, and (hewing every hour fome 

proof of paternal care and kindnefs; all 

this was neceffary to keep them within due 

limits. Out of regard to their own welfare 

he wanted no more of their love than was 

confiftent with falutary fear; and yet made 

himfelf fo neceffary to them, that nothing 

could be fo terrible to them as, by any 

neglefl: or imprudence, to alienate him. 

He meffed with them, but lived in a houfe 

of his own. This was a very fingular 

building divided into two apartments; one 

of which was a bed-room, in which many 

ftores found place, the other, a breakfaft- 

ing-parlour, and, at the fame time, a library. 

Mere w'ere globes, quadrants, mathematical 

inftruments, flutes, dumb-bells, and chefs- 

boards; here, in fhort, was a magazine of 

inftru&ion and amufement for the colonel’s 

pupils, that is, for all the garrifon. (Corne¬ 

lius Cuyler, who had now joined the regi¬ 

ment, as youngeft enfign, was included in 

this number.) This Scythian dwelling, for 

c 2 fuch 
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fuch it feemed, was made entirely of wood, 

and fixed upon wheels of the fame mate¬ 

rial, fo that it could be removed from one 

part of the parade to another, as it fre¬ 

quently was. So flight a tenement, where 

the winters were intenfely cold, was ill 

calculated for a gouty patient: for this, 

however, he found a remedy ; the boards, 

which formed the walls of his apartment, 

being covered with deer-lkins, and a moft 

ample bear-ikin fpread on the floor by way 

of carpet. When once the winter fet fully 

in, Ofwego became a period Siberia; cut 

off even from all intelligence of what was 

palling in the world. But the major did 

not allow this interval to wafle in floth or 

vacancy; he feemed rather to take advan¬ 

tage of the exclufion of all exterior objects. 

His library was feled and foldier-like. It 

confided of numerous treatifes on the mili¬ 

tary art, ancient and modern hiftory, bio¬ 

graphy, &c. befides the bed authors in 

various fciences, of which I only recoiled 

geography and the mathematics. All the 

young men were fet to read Juch books a$ 

fuited 
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fuited their different inclinations and capa¬ 

cities. The fubalterns breakfafted with their 

commander in rotation every day, three or 

four at a time; after breakfaft he kept 

them, perhaps two hours, examining them 

on the fubjedt of their different ftudies. 

Once a week he had a fupper party for fuch 

of the captains as were then in the fort; 

and once a week they entertained him in 

the fame manner. To thefe parties fuch of 

the fubalterns, as diftingiiifhed themfelvcs 

by diligence and proficiency, were invited. 

Whoever was negligent, he made him the 

fubjeft of farcafms fo pointed at one time, 

and at another fo ludicrous, that there was 

no enduring it. The dread of fevere punifh- 

ment could not operate more forcibly. Yet 

he was fo juft, fo impartial, fo free from 

ficklenefs and favouritifm, and fo attentive 

to their health, their amufements, and their 

oeconomy, that every individual felt him 

neceffary to his comfort, and looked up 

to him as his <c guide, philofopher, and 

friend.” 

03 CHAP. 



Benefit of fele£t Reading.—Hunting Excurfion. 

IjNSFeakable benefit and improvement 

were derived from the courfe of reading 

] have defcribed, which, in the abfence of 
•* * 

other fubjetts, furnilhed daily topics of dif- 

cuflion, thus imprefling it more forcibly on 

the mind. 

The advantages of this courfe of focial 

ftudy, directed by a mentor fo refpedted, 

were fuch, that I have often heard it afierted 

that thefe unformed youths derived more 

folid improvement from it than from all 

their former education. Reading is one 

thing; but they learned to think and to 

converfe. The refult of thefe acquirements 

ferved to imprefs on my mind what I for¬ 

merly obferved with regard to Madame, 

that a promifcuous multitude of books 

always within reach retards the acquifition 

of 
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of ufeful knowledge.* It is like having a 

great number of acquaintances and few 

friends; one of the confequences of the 

latter is to know much of exterior appear¬ 

ances, of modes and manners, but little oi 

nature and genuine character. By running 

over numbers of books without fele&ion, 

in a defultory manner, people, in the fame 

way, get a general fuper^cial idea of the 

varieties and nature of different flyles, but 

do not comprehend or retain the matter 

with the fame accuracy as thofe who have 

read a few books, by the bed authors, over 

and over with diligent attention. I fpeak 

now of thofe one ufually meets with; not 

of thole commanding minds, whofe intui¬ 

tive refearch feizes on every thing worth 

retaining*, and reje&s the reft as naturally 

as one throws away the rind when polfelfed 

of the kernel. 

Our young ftudents got through the 

winter pretty well; and it is particularly to 

be obferved, that there was no fuch thing 

as a quarrel heard of among them. Their 

time was lpent in a regular fucceffion of 

g 4 ufeful 

. 
y 
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ufeful purfuits, which prevented them from 

rifking the dangers that often occur in 

fucii places; for, in general, idlenefs and 

confinement to the lame circle of fociety 

produce fuch a fermentation in the mind, 

and fuch negle6i of ceremonial obfer- 

vances which are the barriers of civi ity, 

mat quarrels and duels more readily occur 

ia fuch filiations than in any other. But 

when fpring drew near, this paternal com¬ 

mander found it extremely difficult to rein 

m the impatience of the youths to plunge 

into the woods to hunt. There were fuch 

rifks to encounter, of unknown moraffes, 

wolves, and hoftile Indians, that it was 

dangerous to indulge them. At laft, when 

the days began to lengthen, in the end of 

February, a chofen party, on whofe hardi¬ 

hood and endurance the major could de¬ 

pend, were permitted to go on a regular 

hunting excurfion in the Indian fafhion. 

This was become defirable on different ac¬ 

counts, the garrifon having been for fome 

time before entirely fubfifted on fait provi- 

fion. Sheep and cows were out of the 

queffion, 
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queftion, there not being one of either 

within forty miles. A Captain Hamil¬ 

ton, a pra&ifed wood ranger, command¬ 

ed this party, who were clad almoft like 

Indians, and armed in the fame manner. 

They were accompanied by a detachment 

of ten men; fome of whom having been 

prifoners with the Indians, were more par¬ 

ticularly qualified to engage in this adven¬ 

ture. They were allowed four or five days 

to ftay, and provided with a competent 

fupply of bear-fkins, blankets, &c. to make 

their projected wigwams comfortable. The 

allotted time expired, and we all begun to 

quarrel with our fait provifions, and to long 

for the promifed venifon. Another, and 

yet another day paffed, when our longing 

was entirely abforbed in the apprehen- 
/ 

fions we began to entertain. Volunteers 

now prefented themfelves to go in fearch 

of the loft hunters; but thofe offers were, 

for good reafons, reje&ed, and every coun¬ 

tenance began to lengthen with fears we 

were unwilling to exprefs to each other. 

The major, conjefturing the hunters might 

g 5 have 

I 
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have been bewildered in thofe endlefs 

woods, ordered the cannon to be fired at 

noon, and again at midnight, for their di¬ 

rection. On the eighth day, when fufpence 

was wound up to the higheft pitch, the 

party was feen approaching, and they en¬ 

tered in triumph, loaded with fylvan fpoils ; 

among which were many ftrange birds and 

beafts. I recoiled, as the chief objeCts 

of my admiration, a prodigious fwan, a wild 

turkey, and a young porcupine. Venifon 

abounded, and the fupply was both plentiful 

and feafonable. 

<c Spring returned with its fhowers,’* and 

converted our Siberia, frozen and forlorn, 

and fnut out from human intercourfe, into 

an uncultured Eden, rich in all the majeftic 

charms of fublime fcenery, and primaeval 

beauty and fertility. It is in her central 

retreat, amidft the mighty waters of the 

weft, that nature feems in folitary grandeur 

to have chofen her moft favoured habita¬ 

tion, remote from the ocean, whofe waves 

bear the reftlefs fons of Europe on their 

voyages of difcovery, invalion, and intru- 

» fion* 
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fion. The coafts of America are indeed 

comparatively poor, except merely on the 

banks of great rivers, though the univerfal 

veil of evergreens conceals much fterility 

from ftrangers. But it is in the depth of 

thofe forefts, and around thofe fea-like 

lakes, that Nature has been profufely bind, 

and difcovers more charms the more her 

fliady veil is withdrawn from her noble 

features. If ever the fond illufions of poets 

and philofophers—that Atalantis, that new 

Arcadia, that fafe and lerene Utopia, 

where ideal quiet and happinefs have fo 

often charmed in theory ; if ever this dream 

of focial blifs, in fome new planted region, 

is to be realized, this unrivalled fcene of 

grandeur and fertility bids faired to be the 

place of its abode. Here the climate is 

ferene and equal; the rigorous winters that 

brace the frame, and call forth the powers 

of mind and body to prepare for its approach, 

are fucceeded by a fpring fo rapid; the 

exuberance of vernal bloom burfts forth lb 

fuddenly, after the dilappearance of thofe 

deep mows, which cherifh and trustify the- 

g t> earthy 
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earth, that the change feems like a magical 

delufion.— 

The major faw every one enraptured, 

like people fuddenly let out of prifon; and 

the whole garrifon feemed ripe for running 

wild through the woods, in purfuit of in¬ 

numerable birds of paflage, which had come 

on the wings of the genial fouth to refume 

their wonted abodes by the great lakes, 

where they hatch among fwamps and iflands 

without number. 

1 

CHAP 
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CHAP. XV. 

Gardening and Agriculture.—Return of the Author 

to Albany. 

'jpHE major rejoiced in their joy without 

having the lead intention of indulging 

them either in the gay idlenefs, or the wild 

fports which the feafon infpired. He had 

been their Mentor all winter, and was now 

about to commence their Agricola. 

When giving an account of the garrifon I 

fhould have mentioned a company, or two, I 

do not remember whether, of engineers, the 

officers of which, from their fuperior intelli¬ 

gence, were a great acquifirion to the fociety.' 

To thefe friendly coadj utors the major com¬ 

municated his plans, which they readily adopt¬ 

ed. Among his concealed (lores were Indian 

corn, peafe and beans in abundance, and 

all kinds of garden feeds. Before the fea¬ 

fon opened he had arranged with thefe 

engineers the plan of a large garden, bowl¬ 

ing- 

* 
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*nS"green5 and inclofed fields for the ufe of 

thefe and all fucceeding troops. This was 

a bold attempt when one confiders that you 

might as well look for a horfe in Venice as 

in Olwego. No fuch animal had ever pe¬ 

netrated fo far. A fingle cow, belonging 

to the futtler, was the only tame creature, 

dogs and cats excepted, to be feen here. 

But there was a great flock of pallifadoes, 

which had been cut for the garriion, lying 

ready; and their pioneers and workmen 

(till remaining there, the new ere&ion being 

fcarce complete. The new project was re¬ 

ceived with “ curfes not loud but deep.” 

Were they to go all out to plod and drudge 

for others, who would neither pay nor 

thank them ? for, at mofl, they argued they 

{hould flay only a year, and reap very little 

indeed of the fruit of their labours. 

The major’s plans, however, were deep 

laid; matters wore a peaceable afpeft; and 

there was no knowing how long they might 

remain there. Except fhooting in the woods., 

or fifhing, they were without bufmefs, plea- 

fures, or varied fociety. He feared the men 

would 
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would degenerate into favage wildnefs, and 

their officers into that fordid indifference, 

which is, too often, the confequence of 

being, at the early feafon of life, without 

an aim or a purfuit. He wiffied to promote 

a common intereft, and habits focial and 

domeftic. He wiffied, too, that they might 

make fome advantage of this temporary 

baniffiment, to lay by a li tie ftore to eke 

out their pittance when they returned to 

more expeniive places; in ffiort, he wiffied 

to give them habits of regular oeconomy, 

which ffiould be ufeful to them ever after. 

He ffiewed them his plans; gave each of 

them a department in overfeeing the execu¬ 

tion of them ; and, for that purpofe, each 

had fo many men allotted to his command. 

He made it obvious to them, that, as the 

fummer was mereiy to be occupied in gar¬ 

dening and the chace, the parade of military 

drefs was both expenfive and unneceffary. 

In the ftore was a great furplus of foldiers’ 

coats. Ihefe had been fent from Europe 

to fupply the regiment, which had been 

greatly diminiffied in number by the fatal 

lines, 



( 1S6 ) 

lines, and the fucceeding hard march. The 

major ordered the regimental taylor to fit 

thefe as a kind of fhort undrefs frock to 

the officers, to whom correfpondent little 

round hats, very different from their regi¬ 

mental ones, were allotted. Thus equipped, 

and animated by the fpirit of him who 

ruled their minds with unconfcious yet un¬ 

limited fway, thefe young Cincinnati fet out, 

nothing loth, on their horticultural enter- 

prife. All difficulties foon vanifhed before 

them; and, in a very few days, they be¬ 

came enthufiaftic in the purfuit of this new 

objeft. That large and fertile portion of 

ground, which had been cleared of the 

timber with which the garrifon was built, 

was given in charge to a fagacious old fer- 

jeant, who knew fomething of hufbandry, 

and who very foon had it inclofed in a palli- 

fade, dug up, and planted with beans, 

peafe, and Indian corn, the food of future 

pigs and poultry. To the officers more in- 

terefting talks were allotted. 1 here was 

more than one gardener found in the regi¬ 

ment; and here the engineers and pioneers 
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were particularly ufeful. The major, who, 

had predefined a favourite fpot for his 

ample garden, had it partially cleared, by 

cutting the winter firing of the garrifon 

from it. Where a muloerry, a wild plum, 

or cherry tree was peculiarly well fhaped or 

' large, he marked it to remain, as well as 

fame lofty planes and chefnuts; and when 

tile ihrubs were grubbed up in fpring, he 

left many beautiful ones peculiar to the 

country, 1 o fee the Hidden creation of 

this garden, one would i\ inr* the genius of 

the place obeyed the wand of an enchanter : 

but it is not every gardener who can 

employ fome hundred men. A fummer- 

houfe in a tree, a fifh-pond, and a gravel- 

walk, were finifhed before the end of May, 

befides having committed to the earth great 

quantities of every vegetable produ&ion 

known in our befl gardens. Thefe vege¬ 

tables throve beyond belief or example* 

The fize of the cabbages, the cucumbers, 

and melons, produced here, was incredible. 

They ufed, in the following years, to fend 

them down to aftonifh us at Albany. On 

the 
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the continent they were not equalled, ex¬ 

cept in another military garden, which emu¬ 

lation had produced at Niagara. The 

major’s ceconomical views were fully an- 

fwered. Pigs and poultry in abundance 

were procured, and fupported by their In¬ 

dian corn crop; they even procured cows, 

and made hay in the iflands to feed them. 

The provifions allowed them by the public 

afforded a fufficiency of flour, butter, and 

fait meat, as alfo rice. The lake afforded 

quantities of excellent fifh, much of which 

the foldiers dried for winter confumption ; 

and fruit and vegetables they had in profu- 

fion from their gardens. In fhort, they all 

lived in a kind of rough luxury, and were 

enabled to fave much of their pay. The 

example fpread to all the line of forts; 

fuch is the power of one aftive liberal mind 

purfuing its object with undeviating ftea- 

dinefs. 

We are now about to leave Ontario; 

but perhaps the reader is not willing to take 

a final farewell of Colonel Duncan. The 

Indian war then, which broke out alter the 
peace 
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peace of 1762, occafioned the detention of 

the regiment in America till 1765 ; and 

during all that time this paternal com¬ 

mander continued with fix companies of 

the regiment at Ontario, improving both 

the foil and the inhabitants. He then re¬ 

turned with the regiment, of which he was 

become lieutenant-colonel, to Ireland. Soon 

after he retired from the army, and took up 

his residence on the family eftate of Lundie, 

having previoufly married the woman of 

his heart, who had engaged his early affec¬ 

tions, and correfponded with him during 

his long abfence. Here he was as happy 

as a fhattered invalid could be, highly re- 

fpected by the neighbourhood, and fre¬ 

quently vifited by his old pupils, who ftill 

regarded him with warm attachment. He 

died childlefs, and was fucceeded by the 

admiral, on whofe merit it is needlefs to 

expatiate; for who has forgotten the viftor 

of Camperdown ? 

A company of the 55th was this fum- 

mer ordered to occupy the fort at Albany. 

Th is was commanded by a fagacious veteran 

called 
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called Wineprefs. My father did not ex¬ 

actly belong to this company, but he wifhed 

to return to Albany, where he was known 

and liked; and the colonel thought, from 

his fleadinefs and experience, he would be 

particularly ufeful in paying the detached 

parties, and purchafmg for the regunent 

fuch (lores as they might have occafion for. 

We fet out in our bateaux ; and I confoled 

myfelf for not only leaving Ofwego, but, 

{what was nearer my heart,) a tame partridge 

and fix pigeons, by the hopes of wandering 

through Woodcreek, and fleeping in the 

woods. In both thefe particulars I was 

difappointed. Our boats being lighter, 

made better way, and we were received in 

new fettlements a little diflant from the 

river. The moll important occurrence to 

me happened the firft day. On that even¬ 

ing we returned to fort Bruerton; I found 

Captain Campbell delighted with my read¬ 

ing, my memory, and my profound admira¬ 

tion of the friendfhip betwixt David and 

Jonathan* We (laid the mofl of the next 

day. 1 was much captivated with the cop¬ 

per* 
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per-plates in an edition of Paradife Loft* 

which, on that account, he had given me 

to admire. When I was coming away he 

faid to me, “ Keep that book, my dear 

child j I foretel that the time will come 

when you will take pleafure in it.” Never 

did a prefent produce fuch joy and gratitude. 

I thought 1 was dreaming, and looked at 

it a hundred times, before I could believe 

any thing fo fine was really my own. I 

tried to read it; and almoft cried with vexa¬ 

tion when I found I could not underftand 

it. At length 1 quitted it in defpair; yet 

always faid to myielf, I fhall be wifer next 

year. 

\ 

CHAP. 

\ 



iMiira 

C H A P. XVI. 

Madame's Family and Society defcribed. 

4 

yHE next year (1762) came, and found 

me at Albany; if not wifer, more 

knowing. Again I was fhut up in a fort, 

folemn and folitary; I had no companion, 

and was never allowed to go out, except 

with my mother, and that was very feldom 

indeed. All the fine forenoons I fat, and 

fewed; and when others went to play in 

the evening, I was very often fent up to a 

large wafle room, to get a long talk by 

heart of fomething very grave and repul- 

five. In this wafle room, however, lay an 

old tattered dictionary, Bailey’s I think, 

which proved a treafure to me ; the very 

few books we had, being all religious or 

military. I had returned to my Milton, 

which I conned fo induftrioufly, that I got 

it almoft by heart, as far as I went; yet 

took 
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took care to go no farther than I un- 

derftood. To make out this point, when 

any one encouraged me by fpeaking 

kindly to me, I was fure to alk the mean¬ 

ing of fome word or phrafe: and when I 

found people were not all willing or 

able to gratify me, I at length had recourfe 

to my wafte room and tattered dictionary, 

which I found a perpetual fountain of know¬ 

ledge. Confequently the wafte room, for¬ 

merly a gloomy prifon, which I thought of 

with horror, became now the fcene of all 

my enjoyment; and the moment I M as dif- 

miffecl from my talk, I flew to it with an¬ 

ticipated delight; for there were my trea- 

fure, Milton and the ragged dictionary, 

which was now become the light of my eyes. 

I itudied the dictionary With indefatigable 

diligence; which I began now to confider 

as very entertaining. I was extremely for- 

ry for the fallen angels, deeply interefted 

in their fpeeches, and fo well acquainted 

with their names, that I could have called 

the roll of them with all the eafe imagina¬ 

ble. Time run on, I was eight years old, 

and 
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and quite uneducated, except reading and 

plain-work: when company came I was 

confidered as in the way, and fent up to 

my wafte room; but here lay my whole 

pleafure, for I had neither companions nor 

amufement. It was, however, talked of, 

that I fhould go to a convent, at Trois Re- 

vieres,in Canada, where feveral officers had 

fent their daughters to be educated. 

The fame of Aunt Schuyler every now 

and then reached my ears, and funk deep 

in my mind. To fee her I thought was a 

happinefs too great for me; and I was con¬ 

tinually drawing piftures of her to myfelf. 

Meanwhile the 17th regiment arrived; and 

a party of them took poffeffion of the fort. 

During this interim peace had been pro¬ 

claimed; and the ooth regiment were under 

orders for Britain. 

My father, not being fatisfied with the 

fingle apartment allotted to him by the new 

comers, removed to the town; where a 

friend of his, a Scotch merchant, gave him 

a lodging in his own houfe, next to that very 

Madame Schuyler who had been fo long 

my 

% 
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my daily thought and nightly dream. We 

had not been long there when Aunt heard 

that my father was a good, plain, upright 

man, without pretenfions, but very well prin¬ 

cipled. She fent a married lady, the wife of 

her favourite nephew, who refided with her 

at the time, to afk us to fpend the evening 

with her. I think I have not been on any 

occafion more aftonifhed, than when, with 

no little awe and agitation, I came into the 

prefence of Madame. She was fitting; 

and filled a great chair, from which file fel- 

dom moved. Her afpe£t was compofed, 

and her manner, fuch as was at firft, more 

calculated to infpire refpeft, than conciliate 

affe&ion. Not having the finallefl folicitude 

about what people thought of her, and hav¬ 

ing her mind generally occupied with mat¬ 

ters of weighty concern, the firft ex- 

preflion of her kindnefs feemed rather a 

lofty courtely, than attractive affability: 

but {he fhone out by degrees; and (he was 

fure eventually to pleafe every one worth 

pleafing, her converfation was fo rich, fo 

various, fo informing; every thing {lie faid 

vol. ir. h bore 
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bore fuch a ftamp of reality; her charae^ 

ter had fuch a grafp in it. Her expreffions* 

not from art and ftudy, but from the clear 

perceptions of her found and ftrong mind5 

were powerful, diftinft, and exaftly adapted 

to the occafion. You faw her thoughts 

as they occurred to her mind, without the 

ufual bias rifing from either a fear to of¬ 

fend, or a wifh to pleafe. This was one 

of the fecrets in which lay the fmgular 

power of her converfation. When ordinary 

people fpeak to you, your mind wanders in 

fearch of the motives that prompt their dif- 

courfe, or the views and prejudices which 

bias it; when thofe who excite (and per¬ 

haps folicit) admiration talk, you are fe- 

cretly afking yourfelf whether they mean to 

inform, or dazzle you. All this interior 

canvafs vanifhed before the evident truth 

and unftudied eafe of Aunt’s difcourfe* 

On a nearer knowledge, too, you found 

fhe was much more intent to ferve, than 

pleafe you, and too much engrolfed by her 

endeavours to do fo, to flop and look round 

for your gratitude, which Ihe heeded juft 

as 
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as little as your admiration. In fhort, (he 

informed, enlightened, and ferved you, 

without levying on you any tribute what¬ 

ever, except the information you could 

give in return. I defcribe her appearance 

as it then ftruck me, and, once for all, her 

manners and converfation, as I thought of 

them when I was older and knew better 

how to diftinguilh and appretiate. Every 

thing about her was calculated to increafe 

the impreffion of refpeft and admiration, 

which, from theearlieft dawn of reflection, 

I had been taught to entertain of her. Her 

houfe was the moft fpacious and bed fur- 

niflied I had ever entered. The family pic¬ 

tures, and fcripture paintings, were to me 

particularly aweful and impreflive. I com¬ 

pared them to the models which had be¬ 

fore exifted in my imagination, and was 

delighted or mortified, as I found they did 

or did not refemble them. 

The family with which fhe was then fur- 

rounded, awakened a more than common 

intereft. Her favorite nephew, the eldefl 

fon of her much beloved filter, had, by his 

h 2 father s 
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father’s defire, entered into partnerfhip 

in a great commercial houfe in New York. 

Smitten with the uncommon beauty of a 

young lady of feventeen, from Rhode 

Ifland, he had married her without waiting 

for the confent of his relations. Had he 

lived in Albany, and connefted himfelf 

with one of his fellow citizens, bred up in 

frugal fimplicity, this ftep might have been 

eafily got over. But an expenfive and ele¬ 

gant ftyle of living begun already to take 

place in New York; which was, from the 

refidence of the governor and commander 

in chief, become the feat of a little court. 

The lady, whom Philip had married, was 

of a family originally Scotch ; and derived 

her defcent at no great diftance from one 

of the nobleft families in that country *. 

Gay, witty, and very engaging, beloved and 

indulged, beyond meafure, by a fond huf~ 

band, who was generous and good-natured 

to excefs, this young beauty became 66 the 

glafs of falhion, and the mould of form-.” 

* Earl of Crawford’s. 

And 
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And the houfe of this amiable couple was 

the refort of all that was gay and elegant* 

and the centre of attraction to ftrangers* 

The mayor, who was a perfon Angularly 

judicious, and moll: impartial in the affec¬ 

tion which he diftributed amongft his large 

family, faw clearly that the young people 

truffed too much to the wealth he was 

Known to poffefs, and had got into a very 

expenfive ftyle of living; which, on exa¬ 

mining their affairs, he did not think likely 

to be long fupported by the profits of the 

bufinefs in which his fon was engaged. 

The probable confequence of a failure, he 

faw, would fo far involve him as to injure 

his own family: this he prevented. Peace 

was daily expe&ed: and the very exiftence 

of the bufinefs in which he was engaged, 

depended on the army; to which his houfe 

was wont to fupply every thing neceflary. 

He clearly forefaw the withdrawing of this 

army ; and that the habits of open hofpi- 

tality and expenfive living would remain^ 

when the fources of their prefent fupplies 

were dried up. He iniifted on his fon’s 

H d entirely 
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entirely quitting this line, and retiring* to 

Albany. He loaded a fhip on his own 

account for the Weft Indies, and fent the 

young man, as fupercargo, to difpofe of 

the lading. As houfe-keeping was given 

up in New York, and not yet refumed in 

Albany, this young creature had only the 

option of returning to the large family fhe 

had left, or going to her father-in-law’s. 

Aunt Schuyler, ever generous and con- 

fiderate, had every allowance to make for 

the high fpirit and fine feelings of this un¬ 

experienced young creature; and invited 

her,' with her little daughter, to remain 

with her till her hufband’s return. Nothing 

could be more pleafing than to witnefs the 

maternal tendernefs and delicate confidence, 

which appeared in the behaviour of Ma¬ 

dame to this new inmate; wThofe fine coun¬ 

tenance feemed animated with the livelieft 

gratitude, and the utmoft folicitude to 

pleafe her revered benefa&refs. The child 

was a creature not to be feen with indif¬ 

ference. The beauty and underftanding 

that appeared full blown in her mother, 

feemed 



feemed budding with the lovelieft promile 

in the young Catalina ; a child, whom to 

this day, 1 cannot recollect without an emo¬ 

tion of tendernefs. She was then about 

three years old. Befides thefe interefting 

ftrangers, there was a grand-niece whom 

{he had brought up. Such was her fa¬ 

mily when I firft knew it. In the courfe 

of the evening, dreams began to be talked 

of; and every one in turn gave their opi¬ 

nion with regard to that wonderful mode, 

in which the mind a£ts independent of the 

fenfes, alferting its immaterial nature in a 

manner the mod: conclufive. I muled and 

liftened, till at length the fpirit of quota¬ 

tion (which very early began to haunt me) 

moved me to repeat, from Paradife Loft, 

“ When nature reds, 

(t Oft in her abfence mimic fancy wakes. 

To imitate her, but misjoining fhapes, 

Wild work produces oft.’’ 

I fat filent, when my bolt was Ihot; but fo 

did not Madame. Allonifhed to hear her 

favourite author quoted readily, by fo mere 

a child, (he attached much more import- 

h 4 anee 
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ance to the circumftance than it defervech 

So much indeed, that long after, fhe ufed 

to repeat it to flrangers in my prefence, by 

way of accounting for the great fancy fhe 

had taken to me. Thefe partial repetitions 

of hers fixed this lucky quotation indelibly 

in my mind. Any perfon who has ever 

been in love, and has unexpectedly heard 

that fweeteft of all rnufic, the praife of his 

beloved, may judge of my fenfations when 

Madame began to talk with enthufiafm of 

Milton. The bard of Paradife was indeed 

u the dweller of my fecret foul;” and it 

never was my fortune before to meet with 

any one who underflood or relifhed him. 

I knew very well that the divine fpirit was 

his Urania. But I took his invocation 

quite literally, and had not the fmallefl 

doubt of his being as much infpired as 

ever Ifaiah was. This was a very hopeful 

opening; yet I was much too fimple and 

too humble to expeft that I fhould excite 

the attention of Madame. My ambition 

aimed at nothing higher than wdnning the 

heart of the fweet Catalina; and I thought 

if 
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if heaven had given me fuch another little 

filler, and enabled me to teach her, in due 

time, to relifh Milton, I lliould have nothing 

left to afk. 

Time went on; we were neighbours, 

and became intimate in the family. I was 

beloved by Catalina, careffed by her 

charming mother, and frequently noticed 

by Aunt, whom I very much inclined to 

love, were it not that it feemed to me as 

if, in fo doing, I fhould afpire too high. 

Yet in my vifits to her, where I had now 

a particular low chair in a corner affigned 

me, I had great enjoyment of various 

kinds. Firfl, I met there with all thofe 

ftrangers or inhabitants who were particu¬ 

larly refpe£table for their character or con¬ 

vention. Then I was witnefs to a thou- 

fand a£ts of beneficence that charmed me, 

I could not well fay why, not having 

learned to analyze my feel ngs. Then 1 

met with the Spectator and a few other 

fuitable books, which I read over and 

over with unwearied diligence, not having 

the lead idea of treating a book as a play- 

ii 5 thing, 
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cning, to be thrown away when the charm 

of novelty was part. I was by degrees get¬ 

ting into favour with Aunt Schuyler, when 

a new arrival for a while fufpended the 

growing intimacy. I allude to die Lieute- 

nant-colonel of my father’s regiment, who 

had removed from Crown Point to Albany. 

I he colonel was a married man, whofe 

wife, like himfelf, had paiTed her early days 

in a courfe of frivolous gaiety. They were 

now approaching the decline of life, and 

finding nothing pleafing in the retrofped; 

nor flattering in profpedt, time hung on 

their hands. Where nothing round them 

was congenial to their habits, they took 

a fancy to have me frequently with them 

as matter of amufement. They had had 

children, and when they died their mu¬ 

tual affedlion died with them. They 

had had a fortune, and when it was fpent, 

all their pleafures were exhaufted. They 

were by this time drawing out the vapid 

dregs of a taftelefs exiftence, without ener¬ 

gy to make themfelves feared, or thofe 

gentle and amiable qualities which attraft 

love: 
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love: yet they were not ftained with grofs 

vices, and were people of chara&er as the 

world goes. 

What a new world was I entered into! 

From the quiet fimplicity of my home, 

where I heard nothing but truth, and fa*w 

nothing but innocence; and from my 

good friend’s refpectable manfion, where 

knowledge reflefted light upon virtue, and 

where the hours were too few for their 

occupation; to be a. daily witnefs of the 

manner in which thefe liftlefs ghofts of 

departed faihion and gaiety drank up the 

bitter lees of mifufed time, fortune and 

capacity. Never was leffon more impref- 

five; and young as I was, I did not fail to 

mark the contrail; and draw the obvious 

inference. From this hopeful fchool I was 

fet free the following fummer (when I had 

entered on my ninth year ), by the colo¬ 

nel s return to England. They were, in¬ 

deed, kind to me; but the gratitude I could 

not but feel, was a fentiment independent oi 

attachment, and early taught me how dif¬ 

ficult it is, nay how painful, to disjoin ef- 

teem from gratitude. 

h 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Sir Jeffrey Amherft.—Mutiny.—Indian War- 

At this time (1764) peace had been for 

^ fome time eftablilhed in Europe; but 

the ferment and agitation which even the 

lees and fediments of war kept up in the 

northern colonies, and the many regula¬ 

tions requifite to eftablilh quiet and fecu- 

rity in the new acquired Canadian terri¬ 

tory, required all the care and prudence 

of the commander in chief, and no little 

time. At this crifis, for fuch it proved. 

Sir Jeffery, afterwards Lord Amherft, came 

up to Albany. A mutiny had broke out 

among the troops on account of with¬ 

holding the provifions they ufed to receive 

in time of actual war; and this difcontent. 

was much aggravated by their finding 

themfelves treated with a coldnefs, amount¬ 

ing to averfion, by the people of the coun¬ 

try * who now forgot paft fervices, and 
’ fhewed 
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{hewed in all tranfa&ions a fpirit of diflike 

bordering on hoftility to their prote&ors, 

on whom they no longer felt themfelves 

dependent. 

Sir Jeffery, however, was received like 

a prince at Albany, refpedl for his private 

chara&er conquering the anti-military pre¬ 

judice. The commander-in-chief was in 

thofe days a great man on the continent, 

having, on account of the diftance from 

the feat of government, much difcretionary 

power entruffed to him. Never was it 

more fafely lodged than in the hands of 

this judicious veteran, whofe comprehen- 

fion of mind, impartiality, fteadinefs, and 

clofe application to bufmefs, peculiarly 

fitted him for his important ftation. At 

his table all ftrangers were entertained with 

the utmoft liberality; while his own fin- 

gular temperance, early hours, and ftrift 

morals, were peculiarly calculated to ren¬ 

der him popular among the old inhabi¬ 

tants. Here I witneffed an impreffive fpec- 

tacle: the guard-houfe was in the middle 

of the ftreet, oppofite to Madame’s; there 

was 

I 



was a guard extraordinary mounted in 

honor of Sir Jefiery; at the hour of 

changing it all the foldiery in the fort af- 

fembled there, and laid down their arms, 

refufing to take them up again. I {hall 

never forget the pale and agitated counte¬ 

nances of the officers; they being too well 

affured that it was a thing pre-concerted; 

which was actually the cafe, for at Crown 

Point and Quebec the fame thing was done 

on the fame day. Sir Jeffery came down, 

and made a calm difpaffionate fpeech to 

them, promifing them a continuance of 

their privileges till further orders from 

home, and offering pardon to the whole, 

with the exception of a few ringleaders, 

whofe lives, however, were fpared. This 

gentle dealing had its due effedt; but at 

Quebec the mutiny affumed a mo ft alarm¬ 

ing afpedt, and had more ferious confe- 

quences, though it was in the end quelled. 

All this time Sir Jeffery’s vifits to Madame 

had been frequent, both out of refpedt to 

her charadter and converfation, and from a 

view to reap the benefit of her local know¬ 

ledge 



ledge on an approaching emergency. This 

was a fpirit of difaffe&ion, then only fufpect- 

ed among the Indians on the Upper Lakes, 

which foon after broke fuddenly out into 

open hoftility. In confequence of her opi¬ 

nion he fummoned Sir W. Johnfon to con¬ 

cert fome conciliatory meafures. But the 

commencement of the war at this very 

crifis, detained him longer, to arrange with 

General Bradftreet and Sir William the 

operations of the enfuing campaign. 

This war broke out very opportunely 

in fome refpeCts. It afforded a pretext for 

granting thofe indulgencies to the troops, 

which it would otherwife have been im¬ 

politic to give and unfafe to withhold. It 

furnifhed occupation for an army too large 

to lie idle fo far from the fource of autho¬ 

rity; which could not yet be fafely with¬ 

drawn till matters were on a more (table 

footing; and it made the inhabitants once 

more fenfible of their protection. Ma¬ 

dame had predicted this event, knowing 

better than any one how the affections of 

thefe tribes might be loft or won. She 
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was well aware of the probable confequences 

of the negligence with which they were 

treated, fince the fubjeftion of Canada made 

us confider them as no longer capable of 

giving us trouble. Pondiac, chief of one of 

thofe nations who inhabited the borders of 

the great lakes, poffeffed a mind of that clafs 

which break through all difadvantages to 

affert their innate fuperiority. 

The rife and conduct of this war, were 

I able to narrate them diftinftly, the reader 

would perhaps fcarce have patience to at¬ 

tend to; indifthnS as they muft appear, re¬ 

traced from my broken recollections. 

Could I however do juftice to the bravery, 

the conduct, and magnanimity in fome in- 

ftances, and the fingular addrefs and ftra- 

tagem in others, which this extraordinary 

perfon difplayed in the courfe of it, the 

power of untutored intellect would appear 

incredible to thofe who never faw man but 

in an artificial or degraded ftate, exalted 

by fcience, or debafed by confcicus ig¬ 

norance and inferiority. During the late 

war Pondiac occupied a central fituation, 

bounded 
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bounded on each fide by the French and 

Englifh territories. His uncommon faga- 

city taught him to make the mod of his 

local advantages and of that knowledge 

of the European charafter which refulted 

from this neighbourhood. lie had that 

fort of confequence which in the lad cen¬ 

tury raifed the able and polidc princes of 

the houfe of Savoy to the throne they have 

fince enjoyed. Pondiac held a petty ba¬ 

lance between two great contending powers. 

Even the privilege of palling through his 

territories was purchafed with prefents, pro- 

mifes, and flatteries; while the court which 

was paid to this wily warrior, to fecure his al¬ 

liance, or at lead h;s neutrality, made him 

too fenfible of his own confequence, it 

gave him a near view of our policy and 

modes of life. He often pafled fome time, 

on various pretexts, by turns at Montreal 

and in the Englifh camp. The fubje&ion 

of Canada proved fatal to his power, and 

he could no longer play the Ikilful game 

between both nations which had been fo 

Song carried on. The general advan¬ 

tage 
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tage of his tribe is always the uppermofl 

thought with an Indian. The liberal pre- 

- fents which he had received from both par¬ 

ties, afforded him the means of confede¬ 

rating with diftant nations, of whofe al¬ 

liance he thought to profit in his meditated 

hofti lines. 

There were at that time many tribes, 

then unknown to Europeans, on the banks 

of Lake Superior, to whom fire-arms and 

other Britifh goods were captivating no¬ 

velties. When the French infidioufly built 

the fort of Detroit, and the ftill more de¬ 

tached one of Michillimackinac, on bounds 

hitherto undefined, they did it on the foot¬ 

ing of having fecure places of trade, not 

to overawe the natives, but to proteft 

themfelves from the Englifh. They amply 

rewarded them for permiflion to ereft thefe 

fortreffes, and purchafed at any expence 

that friendfhip from them without which 

it would have been impoffible to have 

maintained their ground in thefe remote 

regions. All this liberality and flattery, 

though merely founded on felf-intereft, 

had 
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had its effe£t; and the French, who are ever 

verfatile and accommodating, who wore the 

Huron drefs, and fpoke the Huron lan¬ 

guage when they had any purpofe to ferve, 

were without doubt the favored nation. 

We, too apt to defpife all foreigners, and 

not over complaifant even when we have a 

purpofe to ferve, came with a high hand 

to occupy thofe forts which we confidered 

as our right after the conqueft of Canada, 

but which had been always held by the more 

crafty French as an indulgence. Thefe 

troops, without ceremony, appropriated, 

and, following Major Duncan’s example, 

cultivated all the fertile lands around De¬ 

troit, as far as fancy or convenience led 

them. The lands round Ontario were in 

a different predicament, being regularly 

purchafed by Sir William Johnfon. In 

confequence of the peace which had taken 

place the year before, all the garrifons 

were confidered as in a flate of perfect fe- 

curity. 

Pondiac, in the mean time, conduced 

himfelf with the utmoft addrefs, concealing 

the 



the indignation which brooded in his mind 

under the femblance of the greateft frank- 

nefs and good humour. Having the com¬ 

mand of various languages, and being moft 

completely mafter of his temper and coun¬ 

tenance, he was at home every where, and 

paid frequent friendly vifits to Detroit, near 

which, in the fineft country imaginable, was 

his abode. He frequently dined with the 

mefs, and fent them fifh and venifon. Un¬ 

like other Indians, his manner appeared 

frank and communicative, which opened the 

minds of others and favoured his deep de¬ 

signs, He was foon mafter, through their 

carelefs converfation, of all he wiihed to 

know relative to the ftores, refources, and 

intentions of the troops. Madame, who 

well knew the Indian character in general, 

and was no ftranger to the genius and abili- - 

ties of Pondiac, could not be fatisfied with 

the manner in which he was neglefted on 

one hand, nor with his eafy admiflion to the 

garrifon on the other. She always faid they 

fhould either make him their friend, or 

know him to be their foe. 

In 
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In the mean while no one could be more 

bufy than this politic warrior. While the 

Indians were in ftridt alliance with the 

French, they had their wigwams and their 

Indian corn within fight of the fort, lived 

in a confiderable kind of village on the 

border of the lake, and had a daily inter- 

courfe of traffic and civility with the troops. 

I here was a large efplanade before the 

garrifon, where the Indians and foldiers 

fometimes focially played at ball together. 

Pondiac had a double view in his intended 

hoftility. The Canadian priefts, with the 

wonted reftlefs intriguing fpirit of their na¬ 

tion, fomented the difcontents of the In 

dians. They perfuaded them, and perhaps 

flattered themfelves, that if they (the In¬ 

dians) would feize the chain of forts, the 

Grand Monarque would fend a fleet to re¬ 

conquer Canada, and guarantee all the 

forts he fliould take, to Pondiac. Upon 

this he did not altogether depend : yet he 

thought if he could furprife Detroit, and 

feize a veflel which was expedited up from 

Ofwego with ammunition and llores, he 

might 
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might eafily take the other fmali veflels, and 

fo command the lake. This would be fhut 

up by ice for the winter, and it would take 

no little time to build on its banks another 

fleet, the only means by which an army 

could again approach the place. I will not 

attempt to lead my reader through all the 

intricacies of an Indian war (entirely fuch), 

and therefore of all wars the moft incompre- 

henfible in its progrefs, and moft difficult in 

its terms. The refult of two mafter-ftrokes 

of ftratagem, with which it opened, are fuch 

as are curious enough, however, to find a 

place in this detail. 

CHAP. 



" - . ■-.* ■ , . - 

  

( 167 ) 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Pondiac.—Sir Robert D. 

A the dilfant tribes were to join on 

heating Pondiac was in poffeilion of 

the fort. Many of thofe nearelf, in the 

mean while, weie to lie in the neighbouring 

woods, armed, and ready to rulli out on the 

discharge of a cannon, on that day which 

was meant to be fatal to the garrifon. 

In the intended malfacre, however, the ar¬ 

tillery-train were to be fpared, that they 

might work the guns. Near the fort lived 

a much admired Indian beauty, who was 

known in the garrifon by the name, or 

title rather, of the Chieen of Hearts. She 

not only fpoke French, but drefied not 

inelegantly in the European manner, and 

being fprightly and captivating, was en¬ 

couraged by Pondiac to go into the garri¬ 

fon on various pretexts. The advantage 

the 
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the Indian chief meant to derive from this 

ftratagem was, that Ihe might be a kind 

of fpy in the fort, and that by her influ¬ 

ence over the commander, the wonted cau¬ 

tion with regard to Indians might be re¬ 

laxed, and the foldiers permitted to go out 

unarmed and mingle in their diverfions. 

This plan in fome degree fucceeded. There 

was at length a day fixed, on which a 

great match at foot-ball was to be decided 
o 

between two parties of Indians, and all the 

garrifon were invited to be fpectators. It 

was to be played on the efplanade oppofite 

to the fort. At a given fignal the ball 

was to be driven over the wall of the fort, 

which, as there was no likelihood of its 

ever being attacked by cannon, was merely 

a pallifade and earthen brealt-work. The 

Indians were to run haltily in, on pre¬ 

tence of recovering the ball, and fhut the 

gate again!! the foldiers, whom Pondiac 

and his people were to tomahawk imme¬ 

diately. 

Pondiac, jealous of the Queen of Hearts, 

gave orders, after Ihe was let into the fe- 

cret 
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cret of this ftratagem, that fhe fhould go 

no more into the fort. Whether (lie was 

offended by this want of confidence; whe¬ 

ther her humanity revolted at the intended 

maffacre, or whether fhe really felt a par¬ 

ticular attachment prevailing over her fide¬ 

lity to her countrymen, fo it was; her 

affeflion got the better of her patriotifm. 

A foldier’s wife, who carried out to her the 

day before fome article of drefs fhe had 

made for her, was the medium fhe made 

ufe of to convey a hint of the intended 

treachery. The colonel was unwilling, 

from the dark hint conveyed, to have re- 

courfe to any violent meafures; and was, 

indeed, doubtful of the faft. To kindle 

the flames of war wantonly, furrounded as 

he was by hoffile nations who would carry 

their vengeance into the defencelefs new 

fettlements, was a dreadful expedient. 

Without betraying his informer, he re- 

folved to convince himfelf. The men were 

ordered to go out to fee the ball played, but 

to keep under fhelter of the fort; and 

if they faw the ball driven in, immediately 

VOL. ii. i to 
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to return and (hut the gates. 1 cannot 

di(lin6Uy remember the exadl mode in 

which this manoeuvre w7as managed, but 

the confequence I know was, firlt, the re- 

pulfing of the Indians from the gate, and 

then the commencing of open hoflilities 

on their fide, while the garrifon was for 

fome time in a ftate of blockade. 

Meantime the Indians had concerted 

another ftratagem, to feize a velfel loaded 

with (lores, which was daily expedted from 

Niagara. Commodore Grant, a younger 

brother of the Glenmorifton family in In- 

vernefsfhire, was, and I believe dill is, com¬ 

mander of the lakes ; an office which has 

now greatly rifen in importance. At that 

time his own velfel and two or three fmaller 

were employed in that navigation. This 

little fquadron was very interefting on a 

double account. It carried (lores, troops, 

&c. which could not otherwife be tranfport- 

ed, there being no way of proceeding by 

land; and again, the fize of the veffels 

and a few fwivels or fmall cannon they 

carried, enabled them to command even a 

fleet 
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fleet of canoes, fliould the Indians be dif- 

pofed to attack them. Of this there was 

at the time not the leaft apprehenfion ; and 

here I muff flop to give fome account of 

the firft victim to this unlooked-for attack. 

Sir Robert D. was the reprefentative of 

an ancient Englifli family, of which he was 

originally the fixth brother. At a certain, 

time of life, fomewhere betwixt twenty-five 

and thirty, each was, fucceflively, attacked 

with a hypochondriac diforder, which final¬ 

ly proved fatal. Sir Robert, in turn, fuc- 

ceeded to the eftate and title, and to the 

dreadful apprehenfion of being vifited by 

the fame calamity. This was the more to 

be regretted, as he was a perfon of very 

good abilities, and an excellent difpofition. 

The time now approached when he was to 

arrive at that period of life at which the 

fatal malady attacked his brothers. He felt, 

or imagined he felt, fome fymptoms of the 

approaching gloom. What Ihould he do ? 

medicine had not availed. Should he 

travel; alas! his brothers had travelled, 

but the blacked: delpair was their compa- 
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nion. Should he try a fea voyage; one of 

them had commanded a fhip, and fate over¬ 

took him in his own cabin. It occurred to 

him that, by living among a peoplewho were 

utter Grangers to this molt dreadful of all 

vifitations, and adopting their manner of 

life, he might efcape its influence. He 

came over to America, where his younger 

brother ferved in a regiment then in Ca¬ 

nada. He felt his melancholy daily in- 

creafmg, and refolved immediately to put 

in execution his plan of entirely renouncing 

the European modes of life, and incorpo¬ 

rating himfelf in fome Indian tribe, hoping 

the novelty of the fcene, and the hardfliips 

to which it would neceflarily fubjeft him, 

might give an entire new turn to his fpirits. 

He communicated his intention to Sir Wil¬ 

liam Johnfon, who entirely approved of it, 

and advifed him to go up to the great lake 

among the Hurons, who were an intelligent 

and fenfible race, and inhabited a very fine 

country, and among whom he would not 

be liable to meet his countrymen, or be 

tempted back to the mode of life he wifhed 

for 
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for a while entirely to forfake. This was 

no flight of caprice, but a project under¬ 

taken in the inoft deliberate manner, and 

with the moft rational views. It completely 

iucceeded. The Hurons were not a little 

flattered to think that an European of Sir 

Robert’s rank was going to live with them, 

and be their brother. He did not fail to 

conciliate them by prefents, and flill more 

by his ready adoption of their drefs and 

manners. The fteadinefs he fhewed in ad¬ 

hering to a plan where he had not only 

fevere hardfhips, but numberlefs difgufts to 

encounter, fhewed him poffeffed of invin¬ 

cible patience and fortitude; while his let¬ 

ters to his friends, with whom he regularly 

correfponded, evinced much good fenfe and 

juft obfervation. For two years he led this 

life, which habit made eafy, and the enjoy¬ 

ment of equal fpirits agreeable. Convinced 

that he had attained his defired end, and 

conquered the hereditary tendency fo much 

dreaded, he prepared to return to fociety, 

intending, if his defpondency fhould recur, 

i 3 to 
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to return once more to his Indian habit? 

and rejoin his Huron friends. When the 

intention was formed by Pondiac and his 

afiociates of attacking the commodore’s vef- 

fel, Sir Robert, who wiflied now to be con¬ 

veyed to fome of the forts, difeerned the 

Eritifh {hip from the oppofite fhore of the 

great lake, and being willing to avail him- 

felf of that conveyance, embarked in a 

canoe with fome of his own Indian friends, 

to go on board the commodore. Mean¬ 

while a very large canoe, containing as 

many of Pondiac's followers as it could 

poffibly hold, drew near the king’s {hip, 

and made a pretext of coming in a friendly 

manner, while two or three others, filled 

with warriors, hovered at a difiance. They 

had fallen Ihort of their ufual policy; for 

they were painted red, and had about them 

fome of thofe lymbols of hoftility, which 

are perfectly underftood amongft each other. 

Some friendly Indians, who happened to be 

by accident on board the commodore's 

veffel, difeerned thefe, and warned him of 

the 

1 



. 

the approaching danger. On their drawing 

near the veffel they were ordered to keep 

off. Thinking they were difcovered, and 

that things could be no worfe, they at¬ 

tempted to fpring on board, armed with 

their tomahawks and fcalping-knives, but 

were very foon repulfed. The other ca¬ 

noes, feeing all was difcovered, drew near 

to fupport their friends, but were foon re¬ 

pulfed by a difcharge of the fix-pounders. 

At this crifis, the canoe, containing Sir 

Robert, began to advance in another direc¬ 

tion. The Indians who accompanied him 

had not been apprifed of the propofed at¬ 

tack ; but being Hurons, the commodore 

never doubted of their hoflility. Sir Ro¬ 

bert fat in the end of the canoe dreffed in 

all the coftume of a Huron, and wrapt 

up in his blanket. He ordered his compa¬ 

nions to approach the fhip immediately, not 

deterred by their calling to them to keep 

off, intending, directly, to make himfelf 

known ; but in the confufion he was acci¬ 

dentally fhot. 

To defcribe the univerfal forrow diffufed 
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over the province in confequence of this 

fatal accident would be importable. No¬ 

thing fince the death of Lord Howe had 

excited fuch general regret. The Indians 

carried the body to Detroit, and delivered 

it up to the garrifon for interment. He 

had kept a journal during his refidence on 

the lakes, which was never recovered, and 

mu ft certainly have contained (proceeding 

from fuch a mind fo circumftanced) much 

curious matter. Sir Charles, his younger 

brother, then a captain in the 17th, fuc- 

ceeded him, but had no vifltation of the 

deprefiionof mind fo fatal to his brothers. 

Rumours, enlarged by diftance, foon 

reached Albany of this unlooked-for attack 

of the Indians. Indeed, before they had any 

authentic details, they heard of it in the 

molt alarming manner from the terrified 

back fettlers, who fled from their incur- 

fions. Thofe who dwell in a land of fecu- 

rity, where only the diftant rumour of war 

can reach them, would know fomething of 

the value of fafety could they be but one 

day tranfported to a region where this 
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plague is let loofe; where the timorous and 

the helplefs are made to 

“ Die many times before their death” 

by reftlefs rumour, cruel fufpence, and an¬ 

ticipated mifery. Many of the regiments 

employed in the conqueft of Canada had 

returned home, or gone to the Weft Indies. 

Had the Canadians had fpirit and coherence 

to rife in a body and join the Indians, his 

hard to fay what might have been the con- 

fequence. Madame, whofe cautions were 

neglected in the day of profperitv, became 

now the public oracle, and was reforted to 

and confulted by all. Formerly fhe blamed 

their falfe fecurity and negleft of that 

powerful chief, who, having been accuf- 

tomed to flattery and gifts from all fides, 

was all at once made too fenfible that it 

was from war he derived his importance. 

Now fhe equally blamed the univerfal tre¬ 

pidation, being confident in our refources, 

and well knowing what ufeful allies the 

Mohawks, ever hoftile to the Canadian In¬ 

dians, might prove. 

i 5 Never 



Never was our good aunt more confulted 

or more refpefted. Sir Jeffery Amherft 

planned at Albany an expedition to be com¬ 

manded by General Bradftreet, for which 

both New York and New England raifed 

corps of provincials. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Death of Captain Dalziel.—Sudden Deceafe ot an 

Indian Chief.—Madame.—Her Protegees. 

^yjEANTiME an exprefs arrived with the 

afflifling news of the lofs of a captain 

and twenty men of the o5th regiment. 

The name of this lamented officer was 

Dalziel, of the Carnwath family. Colonel 

Beckwith had fent for a reinforcement. 

This Major Duncan hefitated to fend, till 

better informed as to the mode of convey¬ 

ance. Captain Dalziel volunteered going. 

I cannot exactly fay how they proceeded; 

but, after having penetrated through the 

woods till they were in fight of Detroit, 

they were difcovered and attacked by a 

party of Indians, and made their way with 

the utmoft difficulty, after the lofs of their 

commander and the third part of their 

number. 

Major Duncan’s comprehenfive mind 

i 6 took 
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took in every thing that had any tendency 

to advance the general good, and cement 

old alliances. He faw none of the Hurons, 

whofe territories lay far above Ontario, but 

thofe tribes whofe courfe of hunting or 

filhing led them to his boundaries, were 

always kindly treated. Pie often made 

them prefents of ammunition or provifion, 

and did every thing in his power to conci¬ 

liate them. Upon hearing of the outrage 

of which the Pluronshad been guilty, the 

heads of the tribe, with whom the major 

had cultivated the greateft intimacy, came 

to allure him of their good willies and 

hearty co-operation. He invited them to 

come with their tribe to celebrate the birth¬ 

day of the new King, (His prefent Majefty,) 

which occurred a few days after, and there 

folemnly renew, with the ufual ceremonies, 

the league offenfive and defenfive made be¬ 

tween their fathers and the late King. They 

* The author, perhaps, ules the term Huron, where 

that ot Algonquin would have been more correct. 

She does not recollect the didindive terms exadly, 

but applies the epithet, in general, to the Indians who 

then occupied the banks of the Huron Lake, and the 
adjacent country. 

came 
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came accordingly in their beft arms and 

dreffes, and affifted at a review, and at a 

kind of feafl given on the occafion, on the 

outfide of the fort. The chief and his 

brother, who were two fine noble-looking 

men, were invited in to dine with the major 

and officers. When they arrived, and were 

leated, the major called for a glafs of wine 

to drink his fovereign’s health ; this was 

no fooner done, than the fachem’s brother 

fell lifelefs on the floor. They thought it 

was a fainting fit, and made ufe of the ufual 

applications to recover him, which, to their 

extreme furprife, proved ineffectual. His 

brother looked fteadily on while all thofe 

means were ufing; but when convinced of 

their inefficacy, fat down, drew his mantle 

over his face, fobbed aloud, and burft into 

tears. This was an additional wonder. 

Through the traces of Indian recoiled ion 

no perfon had been known to fall fuddenly 

dead without any vifible caufe, nor any war¬ 

rior to flied tears. After a paufe of deep 

filence, which no one felt inclined to break, 

the fachem rofe with a collected and digni¬ 

fied air, and thus addrefled the witneffes of 

this 
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this affefting incident: C6 Generous Englifh, 

64 misjudge me not; though you have feen 

u me for once a child, in the day of battle 

you will fee a man, who will make the 

Hurons weep blood. I was never thus 

before. But to me my brother was all. 

u Had he died in battle, no look of mine 

iC would change. His nation would ho- 

nour him, but his foes ftaould lament 

u him. I fee forrow in your counte- 

“ nances; and I know you were not the 

caufe of my brother’s death. Why, in- 

6( deed, fhould you take away a life that 

was devoted to you ? Generous Englifh, 

“ ye mourn for my brother, and I will 

fight your battles.” This affurance of 

his confidence was very neceffary to quiet 

the minds of his friends > and the concern 

of the officers was much aggravated by the 

fufpicious circumftances attending his death 

fo immediately after drinking of the wine 

they had given him. The major ordered 

this lamented warrior to be interred with 

great ceremony. A folemn proceffion, 

mournful mufic, the firing of cannon, and 

all other military honours, evinced his fym- 

padiy 
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pathy for the living, and his rerpe& for the 

dead ; and the reiuit of this fad ever , in the 

end, rather tended to ftrengthen the attach¬ 

ment of thofe Indians to the Bntifii caufe. 

I have given this fingular occurrence a 

place in thefe memoirs, as it ferves to illui- 

trate the calm good fenfe and fteady con¬ 

fidence, which made a part of the Indian 

chara&er, and added value to their friend- 

fhip when once it was fairly attained* 

The 5.5th, which had been under orders 

to return home, felt a fevere difappointment 

in being, for two years more, confined to 

their fylvan fortrefles. Thefe, however, 

they embellifhed, and rendered comfortable, 

with gardens and farm-grounds, that, to 

refide in them, could no longer be ac¬ 

counted a penance. Yet, during the In¬ 

dian war, they were, from motives of ne- 

ceflary caution, confined to very narrow 

limits ; which, to thofe accuflomed to pur- 

fue their fports with all that wild liberty and 

wide excurfion peculiar to favage hunters, 

was a hardfhip of which we can have no 

idea. Reftrained from this unbounded li¬ 

cence, 
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cence, fifhing became their next favourite 

puiiiiit* to this the lakes and rivers on 

which thefe forts were built, afforded great 

facility, lempted by the abundance and 

excellence of the produff ions of thefe copious 

waters, they were led to endanger their 

health by their afliduity in the amufement. 

ilgues, the difeafe oi all new eftabiifhnients. 
✓ 

became frequent among them, and were ag¬ 

gravated by the home ficknefs. To this 

they were more peculiarly liable; as the re¬ 

giment, juft newly raifed before they em¬ 

barked for America, had quitted the bofom 

of their families, without paffing through 

the gradation of boarding-fchools and aca¬ 

demies, as is ufual in other countries. 

What an unfpeakable blefting to the in- 

habitants were the parifh fchools of the 

north, and how much humble worth and 

laborious diligence has been found among 

their teachers. In thofe lowly feminaries 

boys attained not only the rudiments of 

learning, but the principles of loyalty and 

genuine religion, with the abatement of a 

fmall tin dure of idolatry; of which their 

houfehold 
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I 

houfehold gods were the only objects. 

Never furely was a mode of education fo 

calculated to cherifli attachment to thofe 

tutelar deities. Even the Laird’s fon had 

often a mile or two to walk to his day fchool; 

a neighbouring tenant’s fon carried the * 

bafket which contained his fimple dinner ; 

and ftill as they went along they were joined 

by other fellow-travellers in the paths of 

learning. How cordial were thofe intimacies, 

formed in the early period of life and of 

the day, while nature fmiled around in 

dewy freihnefs! How gladdening to the 

kind and artlefs heart were thefe early walks 

through the wild varieties of a romantic 

country, and among the peaceful cottages 

of fimple peafants*, from whence the in- 

cenfe of praife, “ in founds by diflance 

* TheScottifti peafants, when they return to break- 

fail from their early labours, always read a portion of 

fcripture, fing fome part of a pfalm, and pray. This 

pra&ice is too general either to diminifh cheerfulnefs, 

or convey the idea of fuperior fan£lity; while the effl-cft 

of vocal mufic, rifing at once from fo many feparate 

dwellings, is very impreilive. 

made 
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>^cidc more fvveet/* rofe on the morning 

breeze! How cheering was the mid-day 

fport, amid their native burns and braes, 

without the confinement of a formal play- 

giound ! How aelightful the evening walk 

iioniewardj animated by the confcioufnefs 

of being aoout to meet all that was deareft 

to the artlefs and affectionate mind ! Thus 

the confiitution was improved with the un- 

deritanaing; and they carried abroad into 

aftive life, the rigid fibre of the robuft and 

hardy frame, and the warm and fond af¬ 

fections of the heart, uncorrupted and true 

to its firfi: attachments. Never fure were 

youth’s firfi: • glowing feelings more alive 

than in the minds of thofe young foldiers. 

From fchool they were hurried into the 

greatefi: fatigues and hardfhips, and the 

horrors of the molt fanguinary war; and 

from thence tranfported to the depth of 

thole central forelts, where they formed to 

themfelves a little world, whofe greatefi 

charm was the cherifhed recolleCtion of the 

iimple and endeared feenes of their child- 

hood3and of the belovedrelationswhom they 

had 
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had left behind, and to whom they lari- 

guiflied to return. They had not gone 

through the ordeal of the world, and could 

not cheer their exile by retracing its ways, 

its fafhions, or its amufements. It is this 

domeftic education, that unbroken feries of 

home joys and tender remembrances, which 

renders the natives of the north fo faithful 

to their filial and fraternal duties, and fo 

attached to a bleak and rugged region, ex¬ 

celled in genial warmth of climate, and fer¬ 

tility of foil, by every country to which the 

fpirit of adventure leads them. 

I was now reftcred to my niche at Aunt 

Schuyler’s, and not a little delighted with 

the importance which, in this eventful cri- 

fis, feemed to attach to her opinions. The 

times were too agitated to admit of her pay¬ 

ing much attention to me: but I, who 

took the deepeft intereft in what was going 

on, and heard of nothing, abroad or at 

home, but Indians, and fieges, and cam¬ 

paigns, was doubly awake to all the con- 

verfation I heard at home. t 

The expedition proceeded under General 

Brad- * * 
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Biadflreet, while my father, recommended 

to attention by Madame, held fome 

temporary employment about muftering 

the troops. My friend had now the fatis- 

faftion of feeing her plans fucceed in dif¬ 
ferent inftances. 

Philip, fmce known by the title of Ge¬ 

neral Schuyler, whom I have repeatedly 

mentioned, had now, in purfuance of the 

mode fhe pointed out to him, attained 

to wealth and power; both which were 

rapidly increafmg. His brother Cortlandt, 

(the handfome favage) who had, by her ad- 

vice, gone into the army, was returned from 
Ireland, the commander of a company; and 

was married to a very pleafing and eftimable 

woman, whole perpetual vivacity and good 

humour threw a ray of light over the habitual 

referve of her huiband ; he was amiable in 

domeftic life, though cold and diftant in 

his manner. 1 hey fettled near the general, 

and paid a degree of attention to Madame 

that {hewed the filial tie remained in full 
force. 

The colonel, as he was then called, had 

built 



( J39 ) 

built a houfe near Albany, in the Eng- 

lifh taffe, comparatively magnificent, where 

his family refided, and where he carried 

on the bufinefs of his department. Thirty 

miles or more above Albany, in the direc¬ 

tion of the Flats, and near the far-famed 

Saratoga, which was to be the fcene of his 

future triumph, he had another eftablifh- 

ment. It was here that the colonel’s poli¬ 

tical and economical genius had full -fcope. 

He had always the command of agreat num¬ 

ber of thofe workmen who were employed 

in public buildings, &c. They were al¬ 

ways in conftant pay; it being neceffary to 

engage them in that manner; and were, 

from the change of feafons, the (hutting of 

the ice, and other circumflances, months 

unemployed. All thefe feafons, n hen pub¬ 

lic bufinefs was interrupted, the workmen 

were occupied in conftrudting fquares of 

buildings in the nature of barracks, for the 

purpofe of lodging artifans and labourers 

of all kinds. Having previoufly obtained a 

large traft of very fertile lands from the 

crown, on which he built a fpacious and 

con- 



convenient houfe; he conftrufted thofe bar¬ 

racks at a diltance, not only as a nurfery 

for the arts which he meant to encourage, 

but as the materials of a future colony, 

which he meant to plant out around him. 

He had here a number of negroes well ac¬ 

quainted with felling of trees and managing 

of faw-mills; of which he eretted feveral. 

And while thefe were employed in carry¬ 

ing on a very advantageous trade of deals 

and lumber, which were floated down on 

rafts to New York, they were at the 

fame time clearing the ground for the 

colony the colonel was preparing to ef- 

tablilh. 

This new fettlement was an afylum 

for every one who wanted bread and a 

home: from the variety of employments 

regularly diftributed, every artifan and 

every labourer found here lodging and oc¬ 

cupation: fome hundreds of people, indeed, 

were employed at once. Thofe who were 

in winter engaged at the faw-mills, were in 

fummer equally bufied at a large and pro¬ 

ductive fifhery. The artifans got lodging 

and 
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and firing for two or three years, at firft, 

befides being well paid for every thing they 

did. Flax was raifed, and drelfed, and 

finally fpun and made into linen there; 

and as artifans were very fcarce in the 

country, every one fent linen to weave, flax 

to drefs, &c. to the colonel's colony. He 

paid them liberally; and having always 

abundance of money in his hands, could 

afford to be the lofer at find, to be amply 

repaid in the end. It is inconceivable what 

dexterity, addrefs, and deep policy were 

exhibited in the management of this new 

fettlement; the growth of which was rapid 

beyond belief. Every mechanic ended in 

being a farmer, that is, a profitable tenant 

to the owner of the foil; and new recruits 

of artifans from the north of Ireland chiefly 

fupplied their place, nourifhed with the 

golden dews which this fagacious proje&or 

could fo eafily command. The rapid in- 

creafe and advantageous rcfult of this effa- 

bhfhment were nftomfhing. *lis impoflihle 

for my imperfect recolle&ion to do juflice 

to the capacity difplayed in thefe regula- 

tions. 
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tions. But I have thus endeavoured t© 

trace to its original fource that wealth 

and power which became, afterwards, the 

means of fupporting an aggreflion fo for¬ 

midable. 

\ 
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CHAP. XX. 

Madame’s Popularity.—Exchange of Prifoner*. 

jn the front of Madame’s houfe was a por¬ 

tico, towards the ftreet. To this flic 

was fupported, in fine evenings, when the 

whole town were enjoying themfelves on 

their refpeftive feats of one kind or other. 

To hers there were a few fteps of afcent, 

on which we ufed humbly to feat ourfelves; 

while a fucceflion of “ the elders of that 
i 

city” paid their refpects to Madame, and 

converfed with her by turns. Never was 

levee better attended. “ Aunt Schuyler is 

come out,” was a talifmanic fentence that 

produced pleafure in every countenance, 

and fet every one in motion who hoped to 

be well received; for, as I have formerly ob- 

ferved, Aunt knew the value of time much 

too well to devote it to every one. We 

lived all this time next door to her, and 

were often of thefe evening parties# 

VOI,. II, K - The 
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I he Indian war was now drawing to a 

dole, after occafioning great difquiet, 

boundlefs expence, and fome bloodfhed. 

Even when we had the advantage which 

our tactics and artillery in fome inftances 

gave, it was a warfare of the mod; preca¬ 

rious and perplexing kind. It was fome- 

thing like hunting in a foreft at bed; could 

you but have fuppofed the animals you 

purfued armed with midile weapons, and 

ever ready to dart out of fome unlooked- 

for place. Our faithful Indian confede¬ 

rates, as far as I can recoiled, were more 

ufeful to us on this occafion than all the 

dear bought apparatus, which we colleded 

for the purpole of dedroying an enemy too 

wife and too fwift to permit us to come in 

fight of them; or, if determined to attack 

us, diffidently dexterous to make us feel 

before we faw them We laid, however, 

that we conquered Pondiac, at which no 

doubt he fmiled: for the truth of the mat¬ 

ter was, the condud of this war refembled 

a protraded game of chefs. He was as 

little able to take our forts without cannon. 
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as we were able without the feet, the eye£, 

and the inftin&ive fagacity of Indians, to 

trace (hern to their retreats. Alter delight¬ 

ing ourfelves for a long while with the man¬ 

ner in which we were to punifh Pondiac’s 

prefumption/c could wc once but catch him” 

all ended in our making a treaty, very ho¬ 

nourable for him, and not very difadvan- 

tageous to ourfelves. We gave both pre- 

fents and promifes, and Pondiac gave- 

permiffion to the mothers of thofe children 

who had been taken away from the frontier 

fettlements to receive them back again, on 

condition of delivering up the Indian pri- 

foners. 

The joyful day when the congrefs was 

holden for concluding peace I never {hall 

forget. Another memorable day is en¬ 

graven in indelible characters upon my me¬ 

mory. Madame, being deeply interefled 

in the projedted exchange, brought about 

a fcheme for having it take place at Al¬ 

bany, which was more central than any 

other place, and where her influence 

among the Mohawks could be of ufe in 

k 2 getting 

% 



( 196 ) 

getting intelligence about the children, and 

lending rneffages to thofe who had adopted 

them, and who, by this time, were very 

unwilling to part with them. In the firft 

place, becaufe they were grown very fond 

of them; and again, becaufe they thought 

the children would not be fo happy in our 

manner of life, which appeared to them 

both conftrained and effeminate. This ex¬ 

change had a large retrofpedft. For ten 

years back there had been every now and 

then, while thefe Indians were in the 

ravages upon the frontiers 

of the different provinces. In many in¬ 

stances thefe children had been fnatched 

away while their parents were working in 

the fields, or after they were killed. A 

certain day was appointed, on which all 

who had loft their children, or fought 

thofe of their relations, were to come to 

Albany in fearch of them; where, on that 

day, all Indians poffeffed of white children 

were to prefent them. Poor women, who 

had travelled fome hundred miles from the 

back fettlements of Penfylvania and New 

England, 
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England, appeared here, with anxious 

looks and aching hearts, not knowing 

whether their children were alive, or how 

exaCtly to identify them if they ihould 

meet them. I obferved thefe apprehenfive 

and tender mothers were, though poor 

people, all drefled with peculiar neatnefs 

and attention, each wifhing the hi it im- 

preffion her child ihould receive of her 

might be a favourable one. On a gentle 

Hope near the fort, flood a row of tempo¬ 

rary huts, built by retainers to the troops: 

the green before thefe buildings was the 

fcene of thefe pathetic recognitions; which 

I did not fail to attend. I he joy of even 

the happy mothers was overpowering, and 

found vent in tears; but not like the bit* 

ter tears of thofe who, after long travel, 

found not what they fought. It was af¬ 

fecting to fee the deep and filent forrow of 

the Indian women, and of the children, 

who knew no other mother, and clung 

iOndly to their bofoms, from whence they 

weie not torn without the moft piercing 

fhrieks; while their own fond mothers 

x 3 were 
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were diftreiTed beyond meafure at the fhy* 

nefs and averfion with which thefe long loft 

objefts of their love received their careffes. 

I fhall never forget the grotefque figures 

and wild looks of thefe young favages; nor 

the trembling hafte with which their mo¬ 

thers arrayed them in the new clothes they 

had brought for them, as hoping that, with 

the Indian drefs, they would throw off 

their habits and attachments. It was in 

fhort a fcene impoffible to defcribe, but 

molt affecting to behold. Never was my 

good friend's confiderate liberality and ufe- 

ful fympathy more fully exerted than on 

this* occasion, which brought fo many poor 

travellers from their diftant homes on this 

pilgrimage to the fhrine of nature. How 

many traders did fire perfuade to take them 

gratis in their boats! How many did fhe 

feed and lodge! and in what various ways 

did flie ferve or make others ferve them alh 

No one indeed knew how to refufe a re- 

quefl of Aunt Schuyler, who never made 

one for herfelf. 

0 H A TV 



CHAP. XXL 

Return of the 55th Regiment to Europe.—Privates 

fent to Penfacola. 

rjpHE 5>th now left their calm abodes 

amidfl: their lakes and forefls, with 

the joy of children breaking up from their 

fchool; little aware that they were bidding 

adieu to quiet, plenty, and freedom, and 

utter Grangers to the world, into which 

they were about to plunge. They all came 

down to Albany. Captain Mungo Camp¬ 

bell was charmed to find me fo familiar 

with his Milton; while I was equally 
charmed to find him a favourite with Aunt 

Schuyler, which was with me the criterion 

of merit. Colonel Duncan, for fuch he 
was now, marched proudly at the head of 

his pupils, whom he had carried up raw 

youths, but brought back with all the man- 

ly and foldierly opennefs of manner and 

chara&er that could be wifiied, and with 

k 4 minds 
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minds greatly improved. Meanwhile Ma- 

dame s counfels had fo much influence on 

my father, that he began ferioufly to think 

of fettling in America. To part with his 

beloved ooth was very trying ; yet his prof- 

pefts of advantage in remaining among a 

people by whom he was efteemed, and to 

whom he had really become attached, were 

^ery flattering; for by the aid of Aunt and 

the old inhabitants, and friendly Indians, 

who were at her powerful bidding, he 

could expedf to get advantageoufly fome 

lands which he, in common with other of¬ 

ficers who ferved in America, was entitled 

to. He, having a right to apply for the 

allotted quantity wherever he found it va¬ 

cant, that is, in odd unoccupied places, 

between different patents, which it required 

much local knowledge of the country to 

difcover, had greatly the advantage of 

flrangers; becaufe he could get informa¬ 

tion of thofe fecluded fpots here and there 

that were truly valuable; whereas other 

officers belonging to regiments difbanded in 

the country, either did not find it conve¬ 

nient 
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nient to go to the expence of taking out a 

patent and furveying the lands, and fo fold 

their rights for a trifle to others ^ or elfe 

half a dozen went together, and made a 

choice, generally an injudicious one, of 

fome large traft of ground, which would 

not have been fo long unfolicited had it 

been of real value. My father bought the 

rights of two young officers who were in a 

hurry to go to Europe, and had not per¬ 

haps wherewithal to pafs through the necef- 

fary forms ufed to appropriate a particular 

fpot, the expence of that procefs being con- 

fiderable. Accordingly he became a confe- 

quential landholder, and had his half-pay 

to boot. 

The .55th were now preparing to embark 

for that home which they regarded with 

enthufiafm; this extended to the lowed: 

ranks, who were abfolutely home-fick. 

They had, too, from the higheft to the 

lowed, been enabled, from their unexpen- 

iive mode of living, to lay up fome money. 

Never was there a body of men more un¬ 

corrupted and more attached to each other. 

k 5 Military 



^Military men contract a love of variety in. 

their wandering manner of life, and always 

imagine they are to find fiome enjoyment 

m the next quarters that they have not 

haa in this ; fo that the order for march is 

generally a joyful fummons to the younger 

officers at leaft* To thefe novices, who, 

when they thought the world of variety, 

glory, and preferment was open before 

them, were ordered up into the depth of 

unexplored forefts, to be kept ftationary 

ior years together, without even the amufe- 

ment of a battle, it was fufficiently difap- 

pointing. Yet, afterwards, I have been told 

that, in all the changes to which this hap- 

lefs regiment was fubjefted, they looked 

back on the years fpent on the lakes as the 

happiefl of their lives. 

My father parted with them with extreme 

regret, but he had patted the Rubicon; that is 

to fay, taken out his patent, and flay he muft. 

He went, however, to New York with them, 

and here a very unexpected fcene opened* 

Many of the foldiers who had faved little fums 

had depofited them in my father s hands, 

and, 



and, when he gave every one his own at 

New York, he had great pleafure in feeing 

their exultation, and the purchafes they 

were making. When, all of a fudden, a 

thunderbolt burft among thefe poor fellows, 

In the fhape of an order to draft the greateft 

part of them to Penfacola: to renew regi¬ 

ments who, placed on a bar of burning fand, 

with a fait marfh before and a fvvamp behind, 

were lingering out a wretched and preca¬ 

rious exiftence, daily cut fhort by difeafe in 

feme new inftance. Words are very inade¬ 

quate to give an idea of the horror that per¬ 

vaded this band of veterans. When this 

order was moft unexpectedly read at the 

head of the regiment, it was worfe to moil 

of them than a fentence of immediate death: 

they were going to a difmal and detefted 

quarter, and they were going to become 

part of a regiment of no repute; whom they 

themfelves had held in the utmoft contempt 

when they had formerly ferved together. 

The officers were not a little affecled by this. ji 

cruel order to part with brave well difeiplined 

men; who, by their fingular good conduct,, 

k 6 and. 
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and by the habits of fharing with their offi¬ 

cers in the chafe, and in their agricultural 

amufements, fiffiing-parties, &c., had ac¬ 

quired a kindly nearnefs to them not ufu- 

ally fublifting between thofe who command 

and them who muft implicitly obey. "What 

ties were broke ! what hopes were blafted by 

this fatal order! Thefe fad exiles embarked 

for Penfacola at the fame time that their 

comrades fet out for Ireland. My father 

returned, funk in the deepeft fadnefs, which 

was increafed by our place of abode: for 

we had removed to the forfaken fort, 

where there was no creature but ourfelves 

and three or four foldiers who chofe to flay 

in the country, and for whom my father 

had procured their difcharge. 

I was in the mean time more intimate 

than ever at Aunt Schuyler’s; attracted not 

only by her kindnefs, but my admiration for 

Mrs. Cuyler, and attachment for her lovely 

little girl. The hufband of the former w^as 

now returned from his Weft India voyage, 

and they retired to a houfe of their own, 

meaning to fucceed to that bufinefs which 

the 
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the mayor, now wealthy and Infirm, was 

quitting. Cortlandt Schuyler, the general’s 

brother, and his fprightly agreeable wife, were 

now, as well as the couple formerly men¬ 

tioned, frequent vifitors at Aunt's, and made 

a very pieafing addition to her familiar cir¬ 

cle. I began to be confidered as almoft a 

child of the family, and Madame took much 

pains in inftru&ing me, hoping that I would 

continue attached to her, and knowing that 

my parents were much flattered by her kind- 

nefs, and fully confcious of the advantages I 

derived from it. With her aid my father’s 

plan of proceeding was fully digefted. He 

was to furvey and locate his lands, (that was 

the phrafe ufed for fuch tranfa&ions,) and at 

leifure (as the price of lands was daily riling,) 

to let them out on leafe. He was to referve 

a good farm for himfelf, but not to refide 

upon it till the lands around it were culti¬ 

vated; and fo many fettlers gone up as 

would make the diftrift in a degree civilifed 

and populous ; a change which was like to 

take place very rapidly, as there were daily 

emigrations to that neighbourhood, which 

was 
/ 



was become a favourite rallying point, on 

account of a flourifhing and Angularly well 

conducted fettlement which I have already 

mentioned, under the aufpices of Colonel 

Schuyler in this quarter. 

\ 

CHAP. 
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A new Property.—Vifionary Plans. 

MY father went up in fummer with a reti¬ 

nue of Indians, and difbanded foldiers, 

&c. headed by a land furveyor. In that 
• 

country, men of this defcription formed an 

important and diftindt profeffion. They 

were provided with an apparatus of meafur- 

ing-chains, tents, and provilion. It was 

upon the whole an expenfive expedition j 

but this was the lefs to be regretted as the 

object proved fully adequate. Never was a 

location more fertile or more valuable, nor 

the polfeiTor of an eState more elated with 

his acquisition: a beautiful Stream palled 

through the midSt of the property; beyond 

its limits on one fide rofe a lofty eminence 

covered with tall cedar, which being in¬ 

cluded in no patent, w’ould be a common 

good, and offered an inexhaustible fupply 

qf timber and firing after the lands Should 

be entirely cleared. This fylvan fcene ap¬ 

peared, even in its wild State, to polfefs An¬ 

gular 
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gular advantages: it was dry-lying land 

without the leaft particle of fwamp ; great 

part of it was covered with chefnuts, the fure 

indication of good wheat land, and the reft 

with white oak, the never-failing forerunner 

of good Indian corn and pafture. The 

ground, at the time of the furvey, was in a 

great meafure covered with ftrawberries, 

the certain fign of fertility. And better and 

better ftill, there was, on a confiderable 

ftream which watered this region of bene¬ 

diction, a beaver-dam, that was vifibly 

of at leaft fifty years ftanding. What par¬ 

ticular addition our overflowing felicity was 

to derive from the neighbourhood of thefe 

fagacious builders, may not be eafily con¬ 

jectured. It was not their fociety, for they 

were much too wife to remain in our 

vicinity, nor yet their example, which, 

though a very good one, we were fcarce wife 

enough to follow. Why then did we fo 

much rejoice over the dwelling of thefe old 

fettlers ? Merely becaufe their induftry had 

faved us much trouble : for, in the courfe 

of their labours, they had cleared above 

thirty acres of excellent hay-land} work 

which 
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which we fhould take a long time to exe¬ 

cute, and not perform near fo well; the 

truth was, this induftrious colony, by whole 

previous labour we were thus to profit, were 

already extirpated, to my unfpeakable for- 

tow, who had been creating a heaver Utopia 

ever fince 1 heard of the circumftance. The 

proteftion I was to afford them, the ac¬ 

quaintance I was to make with them, after 

conquering the firft fhynefs, and the de¬ 

light I was to have in feeing them work, 

after convincing them of their fafety, occu¬ 

pied my whole attention, and helped to con- 

fole me for the drafting of the 55th, which I 

had been ever fince lamenting. How buoy¬ 

ant is the fancy of childhood ! I was morti¬ 

fied to the utmoft to hear there were no bea¬ 

vers remaining; yet the charming, though 

fimple defcription my father gave us of this 

vale of bliis, which the beavers had 

partly cleared, and the whole Townfhip 

of Clarendon,” (fo was the new laid out 

territory called,) confoled me for all paft dif- 

appointments. It is to be obferved that the 

political and economical regulations of the 

beaveis make their neighbourhood very de- 

• lirabl e J 
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firable to new fettlers. They build houies 

and dams with unwearied induftry, as every 

one that has heard of them muft needs 

know ; but their unconquerable attachment 

to a particular fpot is not fo well known > 

the confequence is, that they work more, 

and of courfe clear more land in fome fitua- 

tions than in others. When they happen to 

pitch upon a ilream that overflows often in 

fpring, it is apt to carry away the dam, 

formed of large trees laid acrofs the dream, 

which it has coft them unfpeakable pains 

to cut down and bring there. Vv henever 

thefe are deftroyed they cut down more 

trees and conftruft another ; and, as they 

live all winter on the tender twigs from the 

underwood and bark which they {trip from 

poplar and alder, they loon clear thefe alfo 

from the vicinity. In the day-time they 

either mend their houfes, lay up flores in 

them, or fifh, fitting upon their dams made 

for that purpofe. The night they employ 

in cutting down trees, .which they always do 

fo as to make them fall towards the ftream,) 

or in dragging them to the dam. {Mean¬ 

while they have always centinels placed 
near 
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near, to give the alarm in cafe of any intru® 

fion. It is hard to fay when thefe indefati¬ 

gable animals refrelh themfelves with deep. 

I have feen thofe that have been taken young 

and made very tame, fo that they followed 

their owner about; even in thefe the inftin61 

which prompts their nofturnal labours was 

apparent. Whenever all was quiet they 

began to work. Being difcontented and 

reftlefs, if confined, it was ufual to leave 

them in the yard. They feemed in their 

civilifed, or rather degraded ftate, to retain 

an idea that it was neceffary to convey ma¬ 

terials for building to their wonted habita¬ 

tion. The confequence was, that a fingle 

one would carry fuch quantities of wood to 

the backdoor, that you would find your way 

blocked up in the morning to a degree al- 

moft incredible. 

Being very much inclined to be happy, 

and abundant in refources, the fimple feli¬ 

city which was at fome future period to 

prevail among the amiable and innocent 

tenants we were to have at Clarendon, filled 

my whole mind, liefore this flattering vifion, 

all painful recolledtions, and even all the 

violent 
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violent love which I had perfuaded myfelf to 

feel for my native Britain, entirely vanifhed. 

The only thing that difturbed me, was 

Aunt Schuyler’s age, and the thoughts of 

outliving her, which fometimes obtruded 

among my day-dreams of more than mortal 

happinefs. I thought all this could fcarce 

admit of addition; yet a new fource of joy 

was opened, when I found that we were 

actually going to live at the Flats. That 

fpot, rendered facred by the refidence of 

Aunt, where I fhould trace her fteps wher¬ 

ever I moved, dwell under the fhadow of 

her trees, and, in fhort, find her in every 

thing I faw. We did not afpire to ferious 

farming, referving that effort for our own 

eflate, of which we talked very magnifi¬ 

cently, and indeed had fome reafon, it being 

as valuable as fo much land could be; and 

from its fituation in a part of the country 

which was hourly acquiring frefh inhabi¬ 

tants, its value daily increafed, which con- 

fideration induced my father to refufe feveral 

offers for it; refolved either to people it 

with Highland emigrants, or retain it in his 

own hands till he fhould get his price. 

Sir 
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Sir Henry Moore, the laft Britiffi gover- 

nor of New York that I remember * came 

up this fummer to fee Albany, and the or¬ 

nament of Albany—Aunt Schuyler; he 

brought Lady Moore and his daughter with 

. him. They refided for fome time at Gene¬ 

ral Schuyler’s, I call him fo by anticipation; 

for fure I am, had any gifted feer foretold 

then what was to happen, he would have 

been ready to anfwer, “ Is thy fervant a dog, 

that he Ihould do this thing?'’ Sir Harry, 

hke many of his predecelTors, was a mere 

lhew governor, and old Cadwallader Col- 

uen, the lieutenant governor, continued to 

do the bufinefs, and enjoy the power in its 

moil effential branches, fuch as giving pa¬ 

tents for lands, &c. Sir Harry, in the mean 

time, had never thought of bufinefs in his 

life; he was honourable as far as a man 

could be fo, who always fpent more than 

he had; he was, however, gay, good-na¬ 

tured, and well bred, affable and courte¬ 

ous in a very high degree, and if the bu¬ 

finefs of a governor was merely to keep 

the governed in good humour, no one was 

fitter for that office than he; the more fo, as 

he 
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he had fenfe enough to know two things 03 

great importance to be known: one was, 

that a perfon of tried wifdom and good ex- 

perience like Colden, was fitter to tranfaft 

the bufinefs of the province, than any depen¬ 

dant of his own: the other,that he was totall) 

unfit to manage it himfelf. Ihe govern- 

ment houfe was the fcene of frequent fefti- 

vities and weekly concerts, Sir Henry being 

very mufical, and Lady Moore peculiarly fit¬ 

ted for doing the honours of a drawing-room 

or entertainment. They were too fafhionable, 

and too much hurried to find time for par¬ 

ticular friendfhips, and too good-natured 

and well bred to make invidious diftin&ions, 

fo that, without gaining very much either of 

efteem or afleftion, they pleafed every one 

in the circle around them; and this general 

civility of theirs, in the ftorm which was 

about to arife, had its ufe. In the begin¬ 

ning, before the tempefl broke loofe in all 

its fury, it was like oil poured on agitated 

waters, which produces a temporary calm 

immediately round the fhip. As yet the florin 

only muttered at a diftance,but Madame was 

difturbed by anxious prefages. In her cafe, 
" OH 



Kt Old experience a&ually did attain 

“ To fomething like prophetic drain." 

But it was not new to her to prophefy in 

vain. I for my part, was charmed with the 

manners of thefe exalted vifitors of Aunts, 

and not a little proud of their attention to 

her, not knowing that they fhewed pretty 

much the fame attention to every one. 

While I was dancing on air with the 

thoughts of going to live at the Flats, of the 

beauties of Clarendon, and many other 

delights which I had created to myfelf, an 

event took place that plunged us all in for- 

row; it was the death of the lovely child 

Catalina, who was the object of much fond- 

nefs to us all, for my parents, bating the 

allowance to be made for enthufiafm, were 

as fond of her as I was ; Madame had fet 

her heart very much on this engaging crea¬ 

ture ; lhe mufterea up all her fortitude to 

fopport the parents of her departed fa¬ 

vourite, but fuffered much notwithftanding. 

Here begun my acquaintance with forrow. 

We went, however, to the Flats in autumn. 

Our family confifted of a negro girl, and 

a foldier, who had followed my father’s 

fortunes 



fortunes from Scotland, and (luck to him 

through every change. We did not mean 

to farm, but had merely the garden, orch¬ 

ard, and enclofure for hay, two cows, a 

horfe for my father, and a colt, which, to 

my great delight, was given me as a prefent. 

Many fources of comfort and amufement 

were now cut off from Madame; her nephew 

and his lively and accompliflied wife had left 

her, Dr. Ogilvie was removed to New York, 

and had a fucceffor no way calculated to fup- 

ply his place. This year fhe had loft her bro¬ 

ther-in-law Cornelius Cuyler,# whofe found 

fenfe 

* This eftimable chara&er had for the fpace of forty 

years (which included very important and critical con¬ 

junctures) been chief magiitrate of Albany, and its 

diftriCt. A fituation calculated to demand the utmoft 

integrity and impartiality, and to exercife all the powers 

of a mind, acute, vigilant, and comprehenfive. The 

lefs he was amenable to the controul and direction of 

his fuperiors, the more liable was he to the animad- 

verfions of his fellow citizens, had he in the leait de¬ 

parted from that reCtitude which made him the objeCi 

of their confidence and veneration. He admimltered 

juftice, not fo much in conformity to written laws, 

as to that rule of equity within his own breaft, the 

application of which was directed by found ienle, im¬ 

proved by experience. I do by no means infinuate, 

that he either neglected or difobeyed thole laws, by 
which, 



feme and intelligence made his fociety of 

confequence to her, independent of the great 

efteem and affe&ion fhe had for him. The 

army, among whom fhe always found per- 

ions of information and good breeding, in 

whofe converfation fhe could take pleafure 

which might be truly called fuch, were gone. 

Nothing could compenfate, in her opinion, 

for the privation of that enjoyment; fhe 

read, but then the people about her had fo 

little tafte for reading, that die had not her 

wonted pleafure in that, for want of fome 

one with whom fhe could difeufs the topics 

fuggefted by her fludies. It was in this 

poverty of fociety fuch as fhe was accuf- 

tomed to enjoy, that fhe took a fancy to con- 

verfe much with me, to regret my want of 

which, in all doubtful cafes, he was certainly guided - 

out that the uncorrupted flate of public morals, and 

the enure confidence which his fellow-citizens repofed 

m his probity, rendered appeals to the law, for the 

moft part, fuperfluous. I have heard that the family 

of the Cuylers was originally a German one of high 

rank Whether this can or cannot be afeertained, is 

of little confequence. The fterling worth of their im¬ 

mediate anceftor, and his long and faithful fervices to 

the Public, refleft more honour on his defendants than 
any length of pedigree. 



education, and to take a particular intereft in 

my employments and mental improvement. 

That I might more entirely profit by her 

attention, {he requefled my parents to let 

me pafs the winter with her ; this invitation 

they gladly complied with. 

The winter at the Flats was fufficiently 

melancholy, and rendered lefs agreeable by 

fome unpleafant neighbours we had. rI hefe 

were a family from New England, who had 

been preparing to occupy lands near thofe 

occupied by my father. They had been the 

fummer before recommended to Aunt's 

generous humanity, as honed people, who 

merely wanted a {helter in a room in her 

empty houfe, till they fhould build a tem¬ 

porary hut on thofe new lands which they 

were about to inhabit. When we came, 

the time permitted to them had long elapfed, 

but my father, who was exceedingly hu¬ 

mane, indulged them with a fortnight more 

after our arrival, on the pretence of the fick- 

nefs of a child; and there they fat, and 

would not remove for the winter, unlefs 

coercion had been ufed for that purpofe. 

We lived on the road fide ; there was at 

that 
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that time a perpetual emigration going on 

from the provinces of New England to our 

back fettlements. Our acquaintance with 

the family who kept poffeflion befide us, and 

with manv of even the better fort, who came 

to bargain with my father about his lands, 

gave us more infight than we wifhed into 

the prevalent character of thofe people, 

whom we found conceited, litigious, and 

feifi/h beyond meafure. My father was told 

that the only fafe way to avoid being over¬ 

reached by them in a bargain, was to give 

them a kind of tacit permiffion to fit down 

on his lands, and take his chance of fettling 

with them when they were brought into 

fome degree of cultivation : for if one did 

bargain with them, the cuftom was to have 

it three years free for clearing, at the end 

of which, the rents or purchafe money wras 

paid. By that time, any perfon who had 

expended much labour on land, would 

rather pay a reafonable price or rent for it, 

than be removed. 

In the progrefs of his intercourfe with 

thefe very vulgar, infolent, and truly dif- 

agreeable people, my father began to dif- 

L 2 relifh 



relifh the thoughts of going up to live among 

them. They flocked indeed fo fail, to every 

unoccupied fpot, that their malignant and 

envious fpirit, their hatred of fubordination, 

and their indifference to the mother-coun¬ 

try, begun to fpread like a taint of infec¬ 

tion. 

Thefe illiberal opinions, which produced 

manners equally illiberal, were particularly 

wounding to difbanded officers,and to the real 

patriots, who had confulted in former times 

the happinefs of the country, by giving their 

zealous co-operation to the troops fent to 

proted it. Thefe two clafles of people be- 

<run now to be branded as the flaves of ar- 

bitrary power, and all tendencies to ele¬ 

gance or refinement were defpifed as lead¬ 

ing to ariftocracy. The confequence of all 

this was, fuch an oppofition of opinions, as 

led people of the former defcription to feek 

each other’s fociety exclufively. Winter 

was the only time that diftant friends met 

there, and to avoid the chagrin refulting 

from this diltempered date of fociety, vete¬ 

rans fettled in the country were too apt to 

devote themfelves to {hooting and hilling, 

taking 
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taking refuge from languor in thefe folitary 

amufements. 

We had one brave and loyal neighbour, 

however, who faw us often, and was “ every 

inch a-gentleman;” this was Pedrom, Aunt s 

brother-in-law, in whom lived the fpirit of 

the Schuylers, and who was our next neigh¬ 

bour and cordial friend. Pie was now old, 

detached from the world, and too deaf to 

be an eafy companion; yet he had much 

various information, and was endeared to 

us by fimilarity of principle. 

Matters were beginning to be in this flate 

the firft winter I went to live with Aunt. 

Her friends were much difperfed; all con- 

verfation was tainted with politics, Crom¬ 

wellian politics too, which of all things, fhe 

difliked. Her nephew, Cortlandt Schuyler, 

who had been a great Nimrod ever fince he 

could carry a gun, and who was a man of 

ftrid honour and nice feelings, took fuch a 

melancholy view of things, and fo little 

relifhed that Stamp Aft, which was 

the exclufive fubjeft of all converfation, 

that he devoted himfelf more and more to 

the chace, and feemed entirely to renounce 

L $ a fo - 
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a fociety which he had never greatly loved. 

As I fhall not refer to him again, I fhall only 

mention here, that this eftimable perfon was 

taken away from the evil to come two years 

alter, by a premature death, being killed by 

a fall from his horfe in hunting. \\ hat 

forrows were hid from his eyes by this timely 

efcape from fcenes, which would have been 

to him peculiarly wounding ! 

If Madame s comforts in fociety were di- 

rninifhed, her domeftic fatisfaciions were not 

iefs fo. By the time I came to live with 

her, Mariamat and Dianamat were alinoft 

fuperannuated, and had loft, in a great mea- 

lure, the reftraining power they ufed to ex- 

ercife over their refpeftive offspring. Their 

woolly heads were fnow white, and they 

were become fo feeble, that they fat each 

in her great chair, at the oppofite fide of the 

fire; their wonted jealoufy was now embit¬ 

tered to rancour, and their love of tobacco 

greater than ever. They were arrived at 

that happy period of cafe and indolence, 

which left them at full liberty to fmoke and 

fcold the whole day long; this they did 

with fuch unwearied perfeverance, and in a 

manner 
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manner fo ludicrous, that to us young peo¬ 

ple they were a perpetual comedy. 

Sorely now did Aunt lament thepromife fhe 

had kept fo faithfully, never to fell any of the 

Colonel’s negroes. There was fo little to do 

lor fourteen perfons, except the bufinefs they 

created tor each other, and it was fo impoffi- 

ble to keep them from too freely fharing the 

plenty of her liberal houfe, that idlenefs and 

abundance literally began to corrupt them. 

All thefe privations and uneafmefles will 

in fome meafure account for fuch a perfon 

as Madame taking fuch pleafure in the fo- 

ciety of an overgrown child. But then fhe 

was glad to efcape from dark profpedts and 

crofs politics, to the amufement derived from 

the innocent cheeifuinefs natural to that 

time of life. A paffion for l eading, and a 

very comprehenfive memory too, had fur- 

nifhed my mind with more variety of know¬ 

ledge, than fell to the lot of thofe, who living 

in large families, and fharing the amufe- 

ments of childhood, were not, like me, 

driven to that only refource. All this will 

help to account for a degree of confidence 

and favour, daily encreafing, which ended 

L 4 in 
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in my being admitted to ileep in a little bed 

befide her, which never happened to any 

other. In the winter nights, our converfa- 

Mens often encroached on the earlier hours 

of morning. The future appeared to her 

dubious and cheer lefs, which was one rea- 

fon, 1 fuppoie, that her adtive mind turned 

iolely on retrofpeclion. She faw that I lif- 

tened with delighted attention to the tales 

of other times, which no one could recount 

fo well. Thefe, too, were doubly interefting, 

as, like the fociable angel's converfation with 

our firft father, they related to the origin 

and formation of all I faw around me ; thev 

afforded food for reflection, to which I was 

very early addicted, and hourly increafed 

my veneration for her whom I already con- 

fidered as my polar ftar. The great love I 

had for her firft gave intereft to her details; 

and again, the nature of thefe details in¬ 

creafed my efteem for the narrator. Thus 

pafled this winter of felicity, which fo much 

enlarged my ftock of ideas, that in looking 

back upon it, I thought I had lived three 

years in one. 

CHAP. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

Return to the Flats. 

qummer came, and with it vifitors, as 

ufual, to Madame from New York and 

other places; among whom, I remember, 

were her nieces, Mrs. L. and Mrs. C. I 

went to the Flats, and was, as ufual, kept 

very clofe to my needle-work ; but though 

there was no variety to amufe me, fummer 

fiid by very fall. My mind was continually 

occupied with Aunt, and all the palfages 

of her life. My greateft pleafure was to 

read over again the books I had read to 

her, and recoiled!: her obfervations upon 

them. I often got up and went out to the 

door to look at places where particular 

things had happened. She fpent the win¬ 

ter’s nights in retrofpedtions of her pall 

life; and I fpent the fummer days in retro- 

fpedhons of thefe winter nights. But thefe 

were not my only pleafures. The banks of 

L ^ the 



the river and the oppofite fcenery delighted 

me ; and, adopting all Aunt’s taftes and at¬ 

tachments, I made myfelf believe I was 

very fond of Pedrom and Sufanna Muet, 

as the widow of Jeremiah was called. My 

attention to them excited their kindnefs; 

and the borrowed fentiment, on my part, 

foon became a real one. Thefe old friends 

were very amufing. But then I had num- 

berlefs young friends, who {hared my atten¬ 

tion, and were in their own way very 

amufing too. Thefe were the obje&s of 

my earlieft cares in the morning, and my 

needlefs folicitude all day. I had marked 

down in a lift between thirty and forty 

nefts of various kinds of birds. It was an 

extremely dry fummer ; and I faw the parent 

birds, whom I diligently watched, often 

panting with heat, and, as I thought, fa¬ 

tigued. After all I had heard and feen of 

Aunt, I thought it incumbent on me to be 

good and kind to fome being that needed 

my afiiftance. To my fellow-creatures my 

power did not extend ; therefore I wifely 

refolved to adapt my mode of beneficence 
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to the fphere of adion affigned to me, and 

decided upon the judicious fcheme of aflift- 

ing ail thefe birds to feed their young. 

My confederate Marian, ^our negro girl,) 

entered heartily into this plan; and it 

was the bufinefs of the morning, before 

talks commenced, to flaughter innumerable 

infeds, and gather quantities of cherries 

and other fruit for that purpofe. Portions 

of this provifion we laid befide every 

nelf, and then applauded ourfelves for 

faving the poor birds fatigue. This, from 

a purfuit, became a paflion. Every fpare 

moment was devoted to it, and every hour 

made new difcoveries of the nature and 

habits of our winged friends, which we 

confidered as amply recompenfing our la- 
bours. 

The molt eager ftudent of natural phi- 

lofophy could not be more attentive to 

thofe objecis, or more intent on making 

difcoveries. One fad difcovery we made, 

that mortified us exceedingly. The mock 

ing-bird is very force and very dry Ztu 

northern diltrid. A pair came, however, 
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to our inexpreffible delight, and built a neft 

in a very high tree in our garden. Never 

■was joy like ours. At the imminent rifk of 

our necks we made Ihift to afcend to this 

lofty dwelling during the abfence of the 

owners; birds we found none; but three 

eggs of a colour fo equivocal, that, deciding 

the point whether they were green or blue, 

furnifhed matter of debate for the reft or 

the day. To fee thefe treafures was de¬ 

lightful, and to refrain from touching them 

impoffible. One of the young we refolved 

to appropriate, contrary to our general hu¬ 

mane procedure ; and the next weighty 

affair to be difcuffed, was the form and fize 

of the cage which was to contain this env 

bryo warbler. The parents, however, ar¬ 

rived. On examining the premifes, by 

fome myfterious mode of their own, they 

difcovered that their fecret had been ex¬ 

plored, and that profane hands had touched 

the objects of all their tendernefs. Their 

plaintive cries we too well underftood. 

That whole evening and all the next day 

they were bufied in the orchard; while 

their 
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their loud lamentations, conftantly reite¬ 

rated, pierced us with remorfe. We foon 

*hw the garden-neft forfaken ; and a little 

further examination foon convinced us, that 

■ he violated eggs had been tranfported to 

another place, where, however, they were 

not hatched ; the delicate inftin£t, which di¬ 

rected thefe creatures to form a new neft, 

and carry off their eggs, on finding they 

aad been handled, did not, at the fame time, 

inform them, that eggs carried away, and 

1 oaken by that motion during the procefs 

oi incubation, cannot produce any thing. 

The great barn, which I formerly de- 

fcribed, afforded fcope for our obfervations 

>f this nature) and here we remarked a 

phenomenon, that I am ftill at a lofs to 

account for. In the higheft part of that 

Spacious and lofty roof, multitudes of fwal- 

knvs, of the martin fpecies, made their nefts. 

Thefe were conftru&ed of mud or clay as 

ufual, and, in the ordinary courfe of things, 

aiced, with fome repairs, from year to year. 

This fuminer, however, being unufually hot 

and dry, the nefts, in great numbers, cracked 

and fell down on the floor, with the young 

ones 



ones in them. We often found them in 

this fituation, but always found the birds in 

them alive and unhurt; and faw the old 
/ .■ 

ones come to feed them on the floor, which 

they did with fuch eager confidence, that 

they often brufhed fo near as to touch us. 

Now we could no other way account for the 

nefts always coming down with the birds 

unhurt in them, than by fuppofing that the 

fwallows watched the frafture of the nefts, 

and when they faw them about to fall, came 

round the defcending fabric, and kept it in 

a kind of equilibrium. Of thefe birds we 

flood in fuch profound awe, that we never 

profited by the accident which put them in 

our power; we would not indeed, for any 

confideration, have touched them, efpeci- 

ally after the fad adventure of the mock¬ 

ing-bird, which hung very heavy upon our 

confciences. Autumn came, and Aunt 

came at the appointed day, the anniverfary 

of his death, to vifit the tomb of her beloved 

confort. This ceremony always took place 

at that time. She concluded it with a vifit 

to us, and an earneft requefl for my return¬ 

ing with her, and remaining the winter. 
CHAP. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Melancholy Prefages.—Turbulence of the People. 

The converfations between my father and 

Aunt afiumed a melancholy call. Their 

hopes of a golden age in that country (now 

that the flames of war were entirely quench¬ 

ed) grew weaker. The repeal of the Stamp 

Act occafioned excellive joy, but produced 

little gratitude. The youth of the town, 

before that news arrived, had abandoned 

their wonted fports, and begun to amufe 

themfelves with breaking the windows and 

deftroying the furniture of two or three 

different people, who had, in fucceflion, 

been fufpefted of being ftamp-mafters in 

embryo. My father grew fonder than ever 

of fifhing and fhooting, becauie birds and 

fifli did not talk of tyranny and taxes. Some¬ 

times we were refrefhed by a vifit from fome 

of Aunt s nephews, the fons of the mayor. 

They always lefc us in great good humour, 

for 
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and dearer country. But this funihine was 

tranfient; they were foon fucceeded by 

Obadiah or Zephaniah, from Hampfhire or 

Connecticut, who came in without knock¬ 

ing; fat down without invitation; and 

lighted their pipe without ceremony; then 

talked of buying iand; and, finally, began 

a difcourfe on politics, which would have 

done honour to Praife God Barebones, or 

any of the members of his parliament. 

What is very Angular is, that though theplain- 

fpoken and manly natives of our fettiement 

had a general diflike to the character of 

thefe litigious and loquacious pretenders, 

(fuch are the inconfiftencies into which 

people are led by party) that they infenfibly 

adopted many of their notions. With Ma¬ 

dame I was quite free from this plague. 

None of that chofen race ever entered her 

dooi. one valued time too much to devote 

it to a fet of people whom fhe confidered as 

greatly wanting in fincerity. Ifpeaknow 

ot the Hampfhire and Connecticut people. 

In towns and at fea-ports the old leaven 

had 
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had given way to that liberality which was 

produced by a better education and an 

intercourfe with ftrangers. Much as aunt’s 

loyal and patriotic feelings were hurt by the 

new mode of talking which prevailed, her 

benevolence was not cooled, nor her mode 

of living changed. 

I continued to grow in favour with Aunt 

this winter; for the belt poffible reafons, 

1 was the only one of the family that would 

fit ftill with her. The young people in the 

houfe were by no means congenial with 

her; and each had a love-affair in hand 

faff ripening into matrimony, that took 

up all their thoughts. Mr. H. our chap¬ 

lain, was plaufible, but fuperficial, vain, 

and .ambitious. lie too was bufied in 

hatching a project of another kind. On 

pretence of ftudy, he foon retired to his 

room after meals, dreading no doubt that 

Aunt might be in poffeffion of Ithuriefs 

fpear, or to fpeak without a figure, might 

either fathom his fhallownefs or detedl his 

projeft. One of thefe difcoveries he knew 

wQuld fink him in her opinion, and the 

other 
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other exclude him from her houfe. For 

my own part, I was always puzzling my- 

lelf to confider, why I did not more love 

and reverence Mr. H., who, I took it for 

granted, mult needs be good, wife, and 

learned ; for I thought a clergyman was all 

but infpired. Ihus thinking, I wondered 

why 1 did not feel for Mr. H. what I felt 

for aunt in foine degree; but unfortunately 

Mr. H. was a true bred native of Connec¬ 

ticut, which perhaps helped more than any 

intuitive penetration into chara&er, to pre¬ 

vent any excefs of veneration. Aunt and 

I read Burnet's memoirs and fome biogra¬ 

phy this winter, and talked at leaft over 

much geography and natural hiftory. Here 

indeed, i was in fome degree obliged to 

Mr. II.; I mean for a few leffons on the 

globe. He had too an edition of Shake- 

fpeare. I have been trying but in vain to re¬ 

coiled}: what aunt faid of this. Not much cer¬ 

tainly , but fhe was much pleafed with the Effay 

on Man, &c. Yet I foinehow underftood 

that Shakdpeare wasan admired author, and 

was not a little mortified when I found my« 

felf 
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feIf unable to appreciate his merits. I fup- 

pofe my tafte had been vitiated by bombaft 

tragedies I had lead at Colonel E.’s. I 

thought them grofsly familiar, and very in¬ 

ferior to Cato, whom Aunt had taught me 

to admire; in fnort I was ignorant, and 

becaufe I could read Milton, did not know 

my own ignorance. I did not expeft to 

meet nature in a play, and therefore did 

not recognize her. ’Tis not to be conceiv¬ 

ed how I puzzled over Hamlet, or how his 

affumed madnefs and abufe of Ophelia con¬ 

founded me. Othello’s jealoufy, and the 

manner in which he expreffed it, were quite 

beyond my comprehenfion. 

I mention thefe things as a warning to 

other young people not to admire by rote, 

but to wait the unfolding of their own 

taite, if they would derive real pleafure 

from the works of genius. I rather ima¬ 

gine I was afraid Aunt would think 1 de¬ 

voted too much time to what I then con- 

fidered as a trifling book. For I remember 

reading Hamlet the third or fourth time, 

in a frofty night, by moonlight, in the 

back 
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back porch. This reiterated perufal was 

not in confequence of any great pleafure it 

afforded me; but I was ftudioufly labouring 

to difcover the excellence I thought it mud 

needs contain; yet with more diligence 

than fuccefs. Madame was at this time, I 

imagine, forefeeing a ftorm, and trying to 

withdraw ner mind as much as poffible from 

earthly obje&s. 

T 01 ty years before this period, a filler 

of the deceafed colonel had married a very 

worthy man of the name of Wendell. He 

being a perfon of an active enterprizing dif- 

pofition, and poffeffmg more portable wealth 

than ufually fell to the fhare of the natives 

there, was induced to join fome great com¬ 

mercial company near Bolton, and fettled 

there. He was highly profperous and much 

beloved,- and for a while cultivated a con- 

ftant commerce with the friends he left be¬ 

hind. When he died, however, his wife, 

who was a meek benevolent woman, with¬ 

out diltrult, and a Itranger to bufinefs, was 

very ill-treated: her fons, who had been 

married in the country, died. Their con¬ 

nexions * 
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nexions fecured the family property for 

their children. In the primitive days of 

New York, a marriage fettlement was an 

unheard of thing. Far from her native 

home, having out-lived her friends, help- 

lefs and uncomplaining, this good woman, 

who had lived all her days in the midft of 

deferved affluence and affe&ion, was now 

ftripped by chicanery of all her rights, and 

finking into poverty without a friend or 

comforter. Aunt, immediately upon hear¬ 

ing this, fet on foot a negociation to get 

Mrs. Wendell’s affairs regulated, fo that 

fhe might have the means of living with 

comfort in a country in which long resi¬ 

dence had naturalized her ; or that failing, 

to bring her home to refide with herfelf. 

Perhaps in the whole courfe of her life, fhe 

had not experienced fo much of the depra¬ 

vity of human nature as this enquiry un¬ 

folded to her. The negociation, however, 

cheered and bufied her at a time when fhe 

greatly needed fome exertion of mind to 

check the current of thought produced by 

the rapid and aftonifhing change of man¬ 

ners and fenliments around her. But in 

our 



our province there were two claffes of peo¬ 

ple who abfolutely feemed let loofe by the 

daemon, of difcord, for the deftruftion of 

public peace and private confidence. One 

of tliefe was compofed of lawyers, who mul¬ 

tiplied fo faft that one would think they roie 

like mufhrooms from the earth. For many 

years one lawyer was fufficient for the 

whole fettlement. But the fwarm of thefe, 

which had made fo fuduen and portentous 

an appearance, had been encouraged to 

choofe that profeffion, becaufe a wide field 

was open for future contention, merely from 

the candour and fimplicity of the laft gene- 

ration. 
Not in the leaft dirt rutting each other, nor 

aware of the fudden rife of the value of 

lands, thefe primitive colomfls got large 

grants from government, to encourage 

rireir efforts in the early ftages of cultiva¬ 

tion; thefe lands being fir ft pur chafed, for 

fome petty confideration, from the Indians, 

who alone knew the land*marks of that illi¬ 

mitable foreft. 
The boundaries of fuch large giants 

when afterwards confirmed by government, 
were 
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were diftiaguifhed by the terms ufed by the 

Indians, who pointed them out; and very 

extraordinary marks they were. For in- 

ftance, one that I recoiled!; “ We ex- 

“ change with our brother Cornelius Ren- 

“ felaer for fo many drouds, guns, &c. 

the lands beginning at the beaver creek, 

going on northward, to the great fallen 

“ plane tree, where our tribe flept laft fum- 

“ mer 5 then eadward, to the three great 

cedais on the hillock; then wedward, 

‘ draight to the wild-duck fwamp ; and 

“ draight on from the fwamp to the turn in 

“ the beaver-creek where the old dam 
“ was.” 

Such are the boundaries ferioufly defcribed 

in this manner, in one of the earlied pa¬ 

tents. The only mode, then exiding, of 

fixing thofe vague limits was to mark large 

trees which grew at the corners of the pro¬ 

perty, with the owner's name deeply cut, 

along with the date of the patent, See. after 

blazing, that is to fay, cutting deeply into 

the tree, for a plain fpace to hold this in- 

feription. 

In 
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In this primitive manner were all the 

eftates in the province bounded. Towards 

the fea, this did very well, as the patents, in 

a manner, bounded each other; and every 

one took care to prevent the incroachments 

of his neighbour. But in the interior, peo¬ 

ple took great ftretches of land here and 

there, where there were not patented lands 

adjoining ; there being no continuity of fer¬ 

tile ground except on the banks of ftreams. 

The only fecurity the public had againfl 

thefe trees being cut down, or others at a 

greater diftance marked in their ftead, was 

a law which made fuch attempts penah 

This was a very nugatory threat; it being 

impoffible to prove fuch an offence. Crimes 

of this nature encroaching on the property 

of individuals, I believe, rarely happened: 

but to enlarge one’s boundary, by taking 

in a little of King George’s ground, to ufe 

a provincial phrafe, was confidered as no 

great 'harm; and, befides, many poffeffed 

extenfive trads of land unqueftioned, merely 

on the ftrength of Indian grants unfandion- 

ed by government. One in particular, the 

proudefl 
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ptoudeft man I ever knew, had a law-fuit 

with the King, for more land than would 

form a German principality* Now that 

the inundation of litigious new fettlers, 

from Maffachufet’s bounds, had awaked 

the fpirit of enquiry ; (to call it no worfe;) 

every day produced a fre/h law-fuit, and all 

of the fame nature, about afcertainino' boun- 

daries. In one inflance, where a gentleman 

M as fuppofed to be unfairly poffeffed of a 

vafl tract of fine land, a confederacy of 

Biitifh officers, I mufl confefs, queftioned 

his right; applying before-hand for a grant 

of mch lands as they could prove the pof* 

leflor entitled to ; and contributing among 

tnem a fum of money to carry on this great 

law-fuit, which having been given againft them 

in the province, they appealed to the Board 

of Trade and Plantations at home. Here 

the uncertainty of the law was very glorious 

indeed j and hence, from the gainful prof- 

peel opening before them, fwarms of pe¬ 

tulant half-educated young men flarted 

one knew not whence. And as thefe great 

law-fuits weie matter of general concern. 

1 
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no one knowing whofe turn might be next, 

all converfation began to be infected with 

litigious cant; and every thing feemed un¬ 

itable and perplexed. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Settlers of a new Defcription.—Madanre’s Chaplain. 

j^nother clafs of people contributed their 

fhare to deftroy the quiet and order of 

the country. While the great army, that 

had now returned to Britain, had been 

ftationed in America, the money tlvy 

fpent there, had, in a great meafure, cen¬ 

tered in New \ ork, where many ephemeral 

adventurers begun to ilourilh as merchants, 

who lived in a gay and even profufe ftyle, 

and affefted the language and manners of 

the army on which they depended. Elated 

with fudden profperity, thofe people at¬ 

tempted every thing that could increafe 

their gains; and, finally, at the commence¬ 

ment of the Spanilh war, fitted out feveral 

privateers, which, being fent to cruife near 

the mouth of the Gulph of Florida, cap- 

tured feveral valuable prizes. Money fo 

eafily got was as lightly fpent, and proved 

M ® indeed 
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indeed ruinous to thofe who {hared it; 

they being thus led to indulge in expenfive 

habits, which continued after the means 

that fupplied them were exhaufted. At 

the departure of the army, trade languifhed 

among thefe new people; their Britifh cre¬ 

ditors grew clamorous; the primitive inha- 

birants looked cold upon them ; and no¬ 

thing remained for them but that felf-ba- 

nilhment, which, in that country, was the 

ufual confequence of extravagance and folly, 
' * 

a retreat to the woods. Yet, even in thefe 

primaeval (hades, there was no repofe for the 

vain and the turbulent. It was truly a mul¬ 

ing to fee thofe cargoes of rufticated fine 

ladies and gentlemen going to their new 

abodes, all laflitude and chagrin ; and very 

foon after, to hear of their attempts at 

finery, confequence, and pre-eminence, in 

the late invaded refidence of bears and 

beavers. There, no paftoral tranquillity, 

no fylvan delights awaited them. In this 

forced retreat to the woods they failed not 

to carry with them thofe houfehold gods 

whom they had worfhipped in town; the 

pious 



pious iEneas was not more careful of his 

Penates, nor more dcfirous of eftablifhing 

them in his new refidence. Thefe are the 

perfons of defperate circumftances, expen- 

five habits, and ambitious views; who, like 

the tempefl-Ioving raven,” delight in 

changes, and anticipate, with guilty joy, 

the overturn of ftates in which they have 

nothing to lofe, and have hopes of rifing 

on the ruins of others. The lawyers, too, 

forefaw that the harveft they were now 

reaping from the new mode of inquiry into 

difputed titles, could not be of long dura¬ 

tion. They did not lay a regular plan for 

the fubverfion of the exifling order of 

things; but they infected the once plain 

and primitive converfation of the people 

with law-jargon, which fpread like a difeafe, 

and was the more fatal to elegance, fimpli- 

city, and candour, as there were no rival 

branches of fcience, the cultivation of which 

might have divided people’s attention with 

this dry contentious theme. 

The fpirit of litigation, which narrowed 

and heated every mind, was a great nui- 

m 3 fance 
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fance to Madame, w ho took care not to be 

much troubled with it in converfation, be- 

caufe the difcountenanced it at her table, 

where, indeed, no petulant upftarts were 

received. She was, however, perfecuted 

with daily references to her recollections 

with regard to the traditionary opinions re¬ 

lative to boundaries, &c. While file fought 

refuge in the peaceable precinCts of the 

gofpel, from the tumultuous contorts of the 

law, which file always fpoke of with diflike, 

ihe was little aware that a deferter from her 

own camp was about to join the enemy. 

Mr. H. our chaplain, became, about this 

time, very referved and abfent; law and 

politics were no favourite topics in our 

household, and thefe alone feerned much 

to intereft our divine. Many thought 

Aunt was impofed on by this young man, 

and took him to be what he was not; 

but this was by no means the cafe. She 
J 

neither thought him a wit, a fcholar, or a 

faint; but merely a young man, who, to 

very good intentions and a blamelefs life, 

added the advantages of a better education 

than 
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than fell to the lot of laymen there; fun- 

plicity of manners, and fome powers of 

converfation, with a little dafli of the £ox- 

comb, rendered tolerable by great good¬ 

nature. 

Vanity, however, was the rock on which 

our chaplain fplit •> he found himfeif, among 

the circle he frequented, the one-eyed 

king in the kingdom of the blind ; and 

thought it a pity fuch talents fhould be loft 

in a profeffion where, in his view of the 

lubjedt, bread and peace were all that was 

to be espe&ed, The firft intelligence I 

heard was, that Mr. H., on fome pretence 

or other, often went to the neighbour¬ 

ing town of Schenattady, now rifing into 

confequence, and there openly renounced 

his profeffion, and took out a licence as a 

practifing lawyer. It is eafy to conje&ure 

how Madame muft have confidered this 

wanton renunciation of the fervice of the 

altar for a more gainful purfuit, aggravated 

by fi mulahon at lead; for this feeming open 

and artlefs character took all the benefit of 

her hofpitality, and continued to be her in- 

m 4 mate 
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mate the whole time that he was fecretly 

carrying on a plan he knew fhe would 

reprobate* She, however, behaved with 

great dignity on the occafion; fuppofing, 

no doubt, that the obligations ihe had con¬ 

ferred on him, deprived her of a right to 

reproach or reflect upon him. She was 

never after heard to mention his name; 

and when others did, fhe always fhifted the 

converfation. 

All thefe revolutions in manners and 

opinion helped to endear me to Aunt, as a 
• i 

uf her own fchool j while my tens* 

cious memory enabled me to entertain her 

with the wealth of other’s minds, rendered 

more amufing by ' the fimplicity of my 

childifh comments. Had I been capable of 

flattery, or rather had I been fo deficient in 

natural delicacy, as to fay what I really 

thought of this exalted charadler, the awe 

with which I regarded her would have de¬ 

terred me from fuch prefumption; but as, 

I really loved and honoured her, as virtue 

perfonified, and found my chief happinefs, 

in her fociety and converfation, fhe could 

not 

% 

i 
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not but be aware of this filent adulation, 

and lire became indeed more and more de- 

lirous of having me with her. To iny 

father, however, I was now become, in 

fome degree, necelfary, from caufes fome- 

what fimilar. He, too, was fick of the 

reigning converfation ; and being nervous, 

and rather inclined to melancholy, began 

to fee things in the darkeft light, and made 

the moll of a rheumatifm, in itfelf bad 

enough, to have a pretext for indulging 

the chagrin that preyed upon his mind, and 

avoiding his Connecticut perfecutors, who 

attacked him every where but in bed. A 

fit of chagrin was generally fucceeded by a 

fit of bome-ficknefs, and that by a pa- 

r.oxyfm of devotion exalted to enthufiafm 

during which all worldly concerns were to 

give way to thofe of futurity. Thus me¬ 

lancholy and thus devout I found my far¬ 

ther ; whofe pure and upright fpirit was 

corroded with the tricks and chicanery he 

was forced to obferve in his new alfociates,. 

with whom his fingular probity and fimpli- 

cify of character rendered him very unfit to 

m 5 contend,. • 

I 
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contend. My mother, aCtive, cheerful, and 

conftantly occupied with her domeftic af¬ 

fairs, fought pleafure no where, and found 

content every where. I had begun to take 

the luxury of intellectual pleafures with a 

very keen relifh. Winter always fevere, 

but this year armed with tenfold vigour, 

checked my refear ches among birds and 

plants, which conftituted my fummer de* 

lights; and poetry was all that remained to 

me. While I was, u in fome diviner 

mood,” exulting in thefe fcenes of infpira- 

tion, Opened to me by the “ humanizing 

mufe,” the terrible decree went forth, 

that I was to read no more c ‘idle books or 

plays.” This decree was merely the mo¬ 

mentary refult of a fit of ficknefs and de¬ 

jection, and never meant to be ferioully en¬ 

forced. It produced, however, the effeCt 

of making me read fo much divinity, that 

I fancied myfelf got quite 66 beyond the 

flaming bounds of fpace and time;” and 

thought I could never relifh light reading 

more. In this folemn mood, my greateft 

relaxation was a vifit now and then to 

Aunt’s 
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Aunt’s fifter-in-law, now entirely bedrid¬ 

den, but ftill pofleffing great powers of 

converfation, which were called forth by 

the flattering attention of a child to one 

whom the world had forfaken. I loved 

indeed play, ftriCtly fuch, thoughtlefs, 

childifh play, and next to that, calm re¬ 

flection and difcuffion. The world was too 

bufy and too artful for me; I found myfelf 

mod at home with thofe who had not en<- 

tered, or thofe who had left it. 

My father’s illnefs was much aggravated 

by the conflict which begun to arife in his 

mind regarding his propofed removal to his 

lands,which, were already furrounded by a 

new population, confiding of thefe fafhion- 

able emigrants from the gay world at New 

York, whom I have been defcribing, and a 

fet of fierce republicans, if any thing fneat¬ 

ing and drawling may be fo called, whom 

litigious contention had baniflhed from their 

native province, and who feemed let loofe;) 

like Samfon’s foxes, to carry mifchief and 

conflagration wherever they went. Among 

this motley crew there was no regular place 

m6 of 

\ 



of worfhip, nor any likely profpeCt that 

there fhould, for their religions had as many 

fhades of difference as the leaves in autumn; 

and every man of fubftance who arrived, 

was preacher and magiftrate to his own little 

colony. To hear thefe people talk, one 

would think time had run back to the 

days of the levellers. The fettlers from 

New York, however, ftruggled hard for 

fuperiority, but they were not equal in 

chicane to their adverfaries, whofe power 

lay in their cunning. It was particularly 

hard for people who acknowledged no fu- 

perior, who had a thorough knowledge of 

law and fcripture, ready to wrefl to every 

felfifh purpofe, it was particularly hard, I 

fay, for fuch all-fufficient perfonages to hold 

their lands from fuch people as my father 

and others, of “ King George’s Red Coats,” 

as they elegantly ftyled them. But they 

were fertile in expedients. From the ori¬ 

ginal eflablifliment of thefe provinces, the 

Connecticut River had been accounted the 

boundary, to the eaft, of the province of 

New York, dividing it from the adjoining 

one; 



one; this divifion was fpecified in • old 

patents, and confirmed by analogy. All 

at once, however, our new tenants at will 

made a difcovery, or rather had a revela¬ 

tion, purporting, that there was a twenty- 

mile line, as they called it, which in old 

times had been carried thus far beyond the 

Connecticut River, into the bounds of what 

had ever been eiteemed the province of 

New York. It had become extremely fa- 

fhionuble to queftion the limits of individual 

property, but for fo bold a flroke at a 

whole province, people were not prepared. 

The confequence of eftablifhing this point 

was, that thus the grants made by the pro¬ 

vince of New York, of lands not their own? 

could not be valid; and thus the property, 

which had coft the owners fo much to efta- 

blifh and furvey, reverted to the other pro¬ 

vince, and was no longer theirs. This was 

fo far beyond all imagination, that though 

there appeared not the fmaileft likelihood 

of its fucceeding, as the plea mult in the 

end be carried to Britain, people flood 

aghaft, and faw no fafety in living among 

thofe 



thofe who were capable of making fach 

daring ftrides over all ellablifhed ufage, and 

were ready, on all occafions, to confederate 

where any advantage was in view, though 

ever engaged in litigious contentions with 

each other in their original home. This 

aftonifhing plea, during its dependance, af¬ 

forded thefe dangerous neighbours 

text to continue their ufurped pofleffion till 

it fhould’ be decided to which province the 

lands really belonged. They even carried 

their infolence fo far, that when a particu¬ 

lar friend of my father's, a worthy, upright 

man, named Munro, who pofieffed a large 

trad of land adjoining to his; when this 

good man, who had eftablilhed a fettlement, 

faw-mills, &c. came to fix fome tenants 

of his on his lands, a body of thefe incen¬ 

diaries came out, armed, to oppofe them, 

trufting to their fuperior numbers and the 

peaceable difpofition of our friend.. Now, 

the fatal twenty-mile line ran exadly 

through the middle of my father’s property. 

Had not the revolution followed fo foon, 

there was no doubt of this claim being re- 

je&ed 
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jeCted in Britain; but in the mean time it 

ferved as a pretext for daily encroachment 

and infolent bravadoes. Much of my 

father's diforder was owing to the great con¬ 

flict in his mind. To give up every profpect 

of eonfequence and affluence, and return to 

Britain, leaving his property afloat among 

thefe ungovernable people, (to fay no worfe 

of them,) was very hard. Yet to live among 

them, and by legal coercion force his due 

out of their hands, was no pleafing profpect^ 

His good angel, it would feem in the fequef, 

whifpered to. him to return. Though, in 

human prudence, it appeared a fatal mea- 

fure to leave fo valuable a property in fuch 

hands, he thought, firft, that he would flay 

two or three years ; and then, when others 

had vanquifhed his antagonifts, and driven 

them off the lands, which they, in the 

mean time, were bufily clearing, he fliould 

return with a hoft of friends and kinfmen, 

and form a chofen fociety of his own. He 

however waited to fee what change for the 

better another twelvemonth might produce. 

Madame, who was confulted on all his 

plans. 



plans, did not greatly relifh this ; he, at 

length, half promifed to leave me with her, 

till he fhould return from this expedition. 

Returning for a fhort time to town in 

fpring I found Aunt’s home much enlivened 

by a very agreeable vifitor; this was Mifs 

W., daughter to the Honourable Mr. W. 

of the council. Her elder lifter was after¬ 

wards Countefs of Caffilis, and fire herfelf 

was not long afterwards married to the only 

native of the continent, I believe, v/ho ever 

fucceeded to the title of baronet. She pof- 

feiTed much beauty, unde; (landing, and vi¬ 

vacity. Her playful humour exhilarated 

the whole houfehold. I regarded her with 

admiration and delight; and her fanciful 

excurfions afforded great amufement to 

Aunt, and were like a gleam of funfhine 

amidft the gloom occafioned by the fpirit of 

contention which was let loofe among all 

manner of people.. 

The repeal of the (lamp act having ex¬ 

cited new hopes, my father found all his 

expectations of comfort and profperity re¬ 

newed by this temporary calm, and the pro- 

pofed 
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pofed return to Britain was deferred for 

another year. Aunt, to our great joy, as 

we fcarce hoped (he would again make fo 

diftant a vifit, came out to the Flats with 

her fair vifitor, who was about to return to 

New York. This lady, after going through 

many of the hardfhips to which perfecuted 

loyalifts were afterwards expoled, with her 

hufband, who loft an immenfe property in 

the fervice of Government, is now with her 

family fettled in* Upper Canada, where Sir 

J. J-n has obtained a large grant of 

lands as a partial retribution for his great 

Ioffes and faithful fervice. 

Aunt again requefted and again obtained 

permiflion for me to pafs fome time with, 

her; and golden dreams of felicity at Cla¬ 

rendon again began to poffefs my imagina¬ 

tion. I returned however foon to the Flats, 

where my prefence became more important* 

as my father became l.efs eager in purfuit of 

field fportSa. 

CHAP; 

1 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Mode of conveying Timber in Rafts down the River, 

T brought out fome volumes of Shake- 

fpear with me, and, remembering the 

prohibition of reading plays promulgated 

the former winter, was much at a lofs how 

to proceed* I thought rightly that it was 

owing to a temporary fit of fpleen. But 

then I knew my father was, like all military 

men, tenacious of his authority, and would 

poflibly continue it merely becaufe he had 

once faid fo. I recolle&ed that he faid he 

would have no plays brought to the houfe; 

and that I read them unchecked at Ma¬ 

claine’s, who was my model in all things. 

It fo happened that the river had been higher 

than ufual that fpring, and, in confequence* 

exhibited a fucceflion of very amufing fcenes. 

The fettlers, whofe increafe above towards 

Stillwater had been for three years pad in¬ 

credibly great, fet up faw-mills on every 

dream 
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ft ream, for the purpofe of turning to account 

the fine timber which they cleared in great 

quantities off the new lands. The planks 

they drew in fledges to the fide ol the great 

river; and when the feafon arrived that 

fwelled the ft ream to its greateft height, a 

whole neighbouihood aflembled, and made 

their joint flock into a large raft, which wa* 

floated down the river with a man or two 

on it, who with long poles were always 

ready to fleer it clear of thofe iflands or 

{hallows which might impede its courfe. 

There is fomething lerenely majeflic in the 

eafy progrefs of thofe large bodies on the 

full ftream of this copious river. Some¬ 

times one fees a whole family tranfported 

on this Ample conveyance; the mother 

calmly fpinning, the children fporting about 

her, and the father fifhing on one end, and 

watching its fafety at the fame time, i hefe 

rafts were taken down to Albany, and put 

on board veffels there for conveyance to 

New York; fometimes, however, it hap¬ 

pened that, as they proceeded very (lowly, 

dry weather came on by the time they 

reached 
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reached the Flats* and it became impoffibfe 

to carry them further; in that cafe they 

were deposited in great triangular piles oppo^ 

lite our door. One of tnefe which was larger o 
than ordinary, I felected for a reading clofet. 

There I fafely lodged my Shakefpear; and 

there in my play hours I went to read it un- 

difturbed* with the advantage of frefh air, 

a cool fhade* and a full view of the road on 

one fide* and the beautiful river on the 

other. While. I enjoyed undilturbed pri¬ 

vacy* I had the prohibition full in my mind* 

but thought I’ fhould keep to the fpirit of it 

by only reading the hiftorical plays* conn 

forting myfelf that they were true. Thefe 

I read over and over with pleafure ever anew ; 

it was quite in my way, for X was familiarly 

acquainted with the Englifh hiflory: now* 

indeed, I began to relifh Shakefpear* and to 

be aflonifhed at my former blindnefs to his 

beauties. The contention of the rival rofes 

occupied ail my thoughts, and broke my 

reft. “ Wind-changing Warwick” did not 

change oftener than I, but at length my 

companion for holy Henry* and hatred to 

Richard* 
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Richard, fixed me a Lancallrian. I begun 

to wonder how any body could exilt with- 

out reading Shakefpear, and at length re- 

folved, at all riiks, to make my father a 
lharer in my new found felicity. Of the 

nature of tafle I had not the leaftidea; fo 

far otherwife, that I was continually revolv¬ 

ing benevolent plans to diftribute fome of 

the poetry I moft delighted in among the 

Bezaleels and Habakkuks, of the twenty- 

mile line. I thought this would make them 

happy as myfelf, and that when they once 

felt the charm of mufical delight,” the 

harlh language of contention would ceafe, 

and legal quibbling give way before the 

fpirit of harmony. How often did 1 repeat 

Thomfon’s defcription of the golden age, 

concluding 

" For mu tic held the whole in perfect peace.” 

At home, however, I was in fome degree 

fuccefsful. My father did begin to take fome 

intereft in the Rofes, and I was happy, yet 

kept both my fecret and my clofet, and made 

more and more advances in the ftudy of 

thele “ wood notes wild.” “ As you like it,” 

and 

# 
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and “ the Midfummer Night’s Dream55 en¬ 

chanted me; and I thought the comfort of 

my clofet fo great, that I dreaded nothing 

fo much as a flood, that fhould occaflon its 

being once more fet in motion. I was one 

day deeply engaged in compaflionating 

Othello, fitting on a plank, added on the 

outflde of the pile for ftrengthening it, 

when happening to lift my eyes, I faw a 

long ferpent on the fame board, at my 

elbow, in a threatening attitude, with its 

head lifted up, Othello and I ran off to¬ 

gether with all imaginable fpeed ; and as 

that particular kind of fnake feldom ap~ 

proaches any perfon, unlefs the abode of 

its young is invaded, I began to fear I had 

been ftudying Shakefpear in a neft of fer- 

pents. Our faithful fervant examined the 

place at my requeft. Under the very board 

on which I fat, when terrified by this un- 

wifhed aflbciate, was found a nefl: with feven 

eggs. After being mofl thankful for my 

efcape, the next thing was to admire the 

patience and good humour of the mother 

of this family, who permitted fuch a being 

as 

" ', - 
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as tnyfelf fc long to {hare her haunt with 

impunity. Indeed, the rural pleafures of 

this country were always liable to thofe 

drawbacks; and this place was peculiarly 

infefled with the familiar garter-fnake, be- 

caufe the ruins of the burnt houfe afforded 

/belter and fafety to thefe reptiles. 

. . 
. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 
* \ 

The Swamp.—A Difcovery. 

rjpHis adventure made me cautious of fit¬ 

ting out of doors, yet I daily braved a 

danger of the fame nature, in the woods be¬ 

hind the houfe, which were my favourite 

haunts, and where I frequently faw fnakes, 

yet was never purfued or annoyed by them. 

In this wood, half a mile from the houfe, 

was a fwamp, which afforded a fcene fo 

totally unlike any thing elfe, that a defer ip- 

tion of it may amufe thofe who have never 

feen nature in that primitive Hate. 

This fwamp then, was in the midfl of a 

pine wood, and was furrounded on two fides 

by little hills, fome of which were covered 

with cedar, and others with the filver fir, 

very pitfurefque, and finely varied with 

fhrubs, in every gradation of green. The 

fwamp funk into a hollow, like a large ba- 

fon, exactly circular $ round half of it, was 

a bor- 
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a border of maple, the other half was edged 

with poplar. No creature ever entered this 

place in fummer; its extreme foftnefs kept it 

facred from every human foot, for no one 

could go, without the rifk of being fwal- 

Iowed up; different aquatic plants grew 

with great luxuriance in this quagmire, par¬ 

ticularly bullrufhes, and feveral beautiful 

fpecies of the Iris, and the alder and willow; 

much of it, however, was open, and in dif¬ 

ferent places the water feemed to form ftag- 

nant pools; in many places large trees had 

fallen of old, which were now covered with 

mofs, and afforded a home to numberless 

wild animals. In the midft of this aquatic 

retreat, were two fmall iflands of inconceiv¬ 

able beauty, that rofe high above the reft, 

like the Oalis of the defarts, and were dry 

and fafe, though unapproachable. On one 

oftnefe I remember, grew three apple trees, 

an occurrence not rare here; for a fquirrel, 

for inftance, happens to drop the feeds of an 

apple in a fpot at once fheltered and fertile; 

at a lucky feafon, they grow and bear, 

though with lefs vigour and beauty than 

vol. u. n thofe 
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thofe which are cultivated. That beautiful 

fruit, the wild plum was alfo abundant on 

thefe little fan&uaries, as they might be call¬ 

ed ; for5 confciousof impunity,eve>y creature 

that flies the puifuit of man, gamboled in 

fafety here, and would allow one to gaze at 

them from the brink of this natural fortrefs. 

One would think a congrefs of birds and ani¬ 

mals had affembled here; never was a fpot 

more animated and cheerful. There was no¬ 

thing like it in the great for efts ; creatures 

here, aware of their general enemy, man, had 

chofen it as their laft retreat. The black, 

the large filver grey, the little ftriped, and 

nimble flying fquirrel, were all at home here, 

and all vifible in a thoufand iantaftic atti¬ 

tudes. Pheafants and woodpeckers in 

countlefs numbers, difplayed their glowing 

plumage, and the fongfters of the foreft, 

equally confcious of their immunity, made 

the marflj refound with their blended mufic, 

while the fox, herea fmall auburn coloured 

creature, the martin, and racoons, occafion- 

ally appeared and vaniflied through the foli¬ 

age. Often, on pretence of bringing home 

the 
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the cows in the morning, (when in their 

own leifurely way they were coming them- 

felves,) I ufed to go, accompanied by my 

faithful Marian, to admire this fwamp, at 

once a menagerie and aviary, and might 

truly fay with Burns, 

il My heart rejoic’d in nature’s joy.” 

Not content, however, with the contempla¬ 

tion of animated nature, I besfun to enter- 

tain a fancy, which altnoft grew into a paf* 

(ion, for explaining 

“ Every herb that tips the dew.” 

The ordinary plants of that country differ 

very much from thofe mod frequent here; 

and this third for herbalizing, for I mu ft not 

dignify my humble refearches with the name 

of botanical ones, was a pleafing occupation* 

I made fome progrefs in difcovering the 

names and natures of thefe plants, I mean 

their properties; but unfortunately they 

were only Indian or Dutch names. This 

kind of knowledge, in that degree, is eafily 

acquiied there, becaufe every one poflefles it 



( 268 I 

in fome meafure. Nothing furprifed me fo 

much, when I came to Britain, as to fee 

young people fo incurious about nature. 

The woo ls behind our dwelling had been 

thinned to procure firing, and were more 

open and acceffible than fuch places gene¬ 

rally are. Walking one fine fummer’s 

evening, with my ufual attendant, a little 

further into the wood than ufual, but far 

from any known inhabitant, 1 heard peals 

of laughter, not joyous only, but trium¬ 

phant, iffue from the bottom, as ;t feemed, 

of a large pine. Silence fucceeded, and we 

looked at each other with a mixture of fear 

and wonder, for it grew darkifh. At laft 

we made a whifpered agreement to glide 

nearer among the bufhes, and explore the 

fource of all this merriment. Twilight, fo- 

lemn every where, is awful in thefe forefts $ 

our awe was prefently increafed by the ap¬ 

pearance of a light that glimmered and dis¬ 

appeared by turns. Loud laughter was 

again reiterated, and at length a voice cried, 

“ How pretty he is!” while another anfwered 

in fofter accents, “ See how the dear crea- 
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ture runs!” We crept on, cheered by thefe 

founds, and faw a handfome good natured 

looking man, in a ragged provincial uniform, 

fitting on a (lump of a tree. Oppofite, on the 

ground, fat a pretty little brunette woman, 

neatly, though meanly clad, with fparkling 

black eyes, and a countenance all vivacity 

and delight. A very little, very fair boy, with 

his mother’s brilliant black eyes contrafting 

his flaxen hair and foft infantine complexion, 

went with tottering fteps, that {hewed this 

was his firft eflfay, from one to the other, 

and loud laughter gratulated his fafe arrival 

in the arms of either parent. We had now 

pretty clearly afcertained the family, the next 

thing was to difcover the houfe ; this point 

was more difficult to eftablifh; at laft, we 

found it was barely a place to ileep in, partly 

excavated from the ground, and partly co¬ 

vered with a flight roof of bark and branches: 

never was poverty fo complete or fo cheer¬ 

ful. In that country, every white perfon had 

inferiors, and therefore being merely white, 

claimed a degree of refpeft $ and being very 

rich, or very fine, entitled you to very little 

n 3 more. 
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more. Simplicity would be a charming 

thing, if one could ftrain it from groffhefs, 

but that, 1 believe, is no eafy operation. We 

now, with much confideration and civility, 

prefented ourfelves ; I thought the cows 

would aflord a happy opening for converfa- 

tion. 64 Don't be airaid of noife, we are 

driving our three cows home ; have you any 

cows?5' “ Och no, my dare child, not one, 

young Mifs,” faid the foldier. fC O, but 

then mamma will give milk to the child, for 

we have plenty, and no child.” “ O dear, 

pretty mifs, don’t mind that at all, at alL” 

44 Come,” faid the miftrefs of the hovel, 4C we 

have got fine butter-milk here, from Ste¬ 

phen's, come in and take a drink.'’ I civilly 

declined this invitation, being wholly intent 

on the child, who appeared to me like a 

fmiling love, and at once feized on my affec¬ 

tion. Patrick Coonie, for fuch was the 

name of our new neighbour, gave us his 

hiftory in a very few words; he had mar¬ 

ried Kate in Fenfylvania, who, young as fhe 

looked, had three children, from ten to 

fourteen, or thereabouts; he had fome trade 

which 
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which had not thriven, he lifted in the pro¬ 

vincials, fpent what he had on his family; 

hired again, ferved another campaign, came 

down pennylefs, and here they had come 

for a temporary flielter, to get work among 

their neighbours: the excavation exifted 

before, Patrick happily difcovered it, and 

added the ingenious roof which now covered 

it. I afked for their other children ; they 

were in fome mean fervice. I was all anxi- . \ 

ety for Patrick, fo was not he; the lilies 

of the field did not look gayer, or more 

thoughtlefs of to-morrow, and Kate feemed 

equally unconcerned. 

Plaftily were the cows driven home that 

night, and to prevent reproaches for delay, 

I flew to communicate my difcovery, eager 

to fay how ill off we often were for an oc- 

cafional hand, to aflift with our jobs, and 

how well we could fpare a certain neglected 

log-hou'e on our premiffs, &c. This was 

treated as very chimerical at firft, but when 

Patrick’s family had undergone a furvey, 

and Kate’s accomplifhments of fpinni .g, &c. 

were taken into conftderation, to my un~ 

n 4 fpeakable 



ipeakable joy, the family were accommo¬ 

dated as I w fhed, and their feveral talents 

made known to our neighbours, who kept 

them in conftant bufiness. Kate fpun and 

rung like a lark, little Paddy was moftly 

with us, for I taught every one in the houfe 

to be fond of him. 

I was at the utmofl lofs for fomething to 

cherifh and carefs, when this molt amufing 

creature, who inherited all the gaiety and 

good temper of his parents, came in my way, 

as the firft of poflible play-things. Patrick 

was, of all things, the molt handy and oblig¬ 

ing; he could do every thing, but then he 

could drink too, and the extreme cheapnefs 

of liquor was a great fnare to poor creatures 

addifiled to it; Patrick, however, had long 

lucid intervals, and I had the joy ot feeing 

them comparatively happy. To this was 

added, that of feeing my father recover his 

fpirits, and renew his ufual fports, and more¬ 

over, I was permitted to return to Aunt 

Schuyler’s. 1 did not fail to entertain her 

with the hiftory of my difcovery, and its 

confequences, and my tale was not told in 

vain* 
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vain. Aunt weighed and balanced all things 

in her mind, and drew fome good out of 

every thing. 

White fervants, whom very few people 

had, were very expenfive here ; but there 

was a mode of meliorating things. Poor 

people who came adventurers from other 

countries, and found a fettlement a flower 

procefs than they were aware of, had got 

into a mode of apprei^ticing their children. 

No rifle attended this in Albany ; cuftom 

is all-powerful; and lenity to fervants was 

fo much the cuftom, that to ill-ufe a defence- 

lefs creature in your power was reckon¬ 

ed infamous, and was indeed unheard of. 

Aunt recommended the young Coonies, 

who were fine well looking children, for 

apprentices to fome of the beft families in 

town, where they were well bred and well 

treated, and we all contributed decent 

clothing for them to go home in. I deeply 

felt this obligation, and little thought how 

foon I was to be deprived of all the happi- 

nefs I owed to the friendfhip of my dear ‘ 

benefa&refs. This acceflion occupied and 
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pleafed me exceedingly; my attachment to 

the little boy grew hourly, and I indulged 

it to a degree 1 certainly would not have 

done, if I had not fet him down for one of 

the future inhabitants of Clarendon; that 

region of fancied felicity, where I was build- 

ing log houfes in the air perpetually, and 

filling them with an imaginary population, 

innocent and intelligent beyond all compa- 

rifon. Thefe vifions, however, were foon 

defimed to give way to fad realities. The 

greateft immediate tribulation I was liable 

to, was Patrick’s coming home now and 

then gay beyond his wonted gaiety ; which 

grieved me both on Kate’s account and 

that of little Paddy: but in the fe tile plains 

of Clarendon, remedies were to be found 

for every palling evil; and ! had not the 

leafl doubt of having influence enough to 

prevent the admiffion of fpirituous liquors 

into that cc region of calm delights.” Such 

were the dreams from which I was awaken¬ 

ed (on returning from a long vifit to Aunt) 

by my father’s avowing his fixed intention 

to return home. 

A very 
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A very worthy Argylefhire friend of his, 

in the mean time, came and paid him a 

vifit of a month; which month was occu¬ 

pied in the moil endearing recoiledions of 

Lochawfide, and the hills of Morven. 

When I returned, 1 heard of nothing but 

the Alpine feenes of Scotland, of which I 

had not the fmallefl recolledion; but which 

I loved with borrowed enthufiafm: lo well, 

that they at times balanced with Claren¬ 

don. My next fource of con;fort was, that 

I was to re. urn to the land of light and free¬ 

dom, and mingle, a-; I flattered myfelf I 

fhnuld, with fuch as thofe whom I had ad¬ 

mired in their immortal works. Deter¬ 

mined to be happy, with thefanguine eager- 

nefs of youth, the very oppofite materials 

ferved for conftruding another ideal fabric. 



CHAP, xxvnr. 

Mrs. Schuyleds View of the Continental Politics. 

^unt was extremely forry when the final 

determination was announced. She 

had now her good fifter-in-law, Mrs. Wen¬ 

dell, with her, and feemed much to enjoy 

the fociety of that meek pious woman, who 

was as happy as any thing earthly could 

make her. As to public affairs their afpe£t 

did not pleafe her; and therefore {he en¬ 

deavoured, as far as poffible, to withdraw 

her attention from them. She was too well 

acquainted with the complicated nature of 

human affairs, to give a ralh judgment on 

the political difputes then in agitation. She 

faw indeed reafon for apprehenfion what¬ 

ever way {he turned. She knew the pre¬ 

judices and felf-opinion faff fpreading 

through the country too well, to expeft 

quiet fubmiffion, and could fee nothing on 

all 
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ali hands but a choice of evils. Were the 

provinces to fet up for themfelves, (lie 

thought they had not coherence nor fubor- 

dination enough among them to form, or 

to fubmit to any falutary plan of govern¬ 

ment. On the other hand Ihe faw no good 

effect likely to refult f.om a reluctant de- 

pendance on a diftant people, whom they 

already began to hate, though LifhertO' 

nurfed and protected by them. She clear¬ 

ly forefaw that no mode of taxation could 

be invented to which they would eafily fub¬ 

mit ; and that the defence of the continent 

from enemies, and keeping the neceffary 

military force to protect the weak and awe 

the turbulent, would be a perpetual drain 

of men and money to Great Britain, (till 

increaftng with the increafed population. 

In Ihort, {he held all the fpecious plans that 

were talked over very cheap; while her af- 

feftion for Britain made her fliudder at the 

moft diftant idea of a reparation; yet not as 

fuppofing fuch a ftep very hurtful to this 

country, which would be thus freed of a 

very coftly imcumbrance. But the dread 

of 



of future anarchy, the horrors of civil war, 

and the dereliction oi principle which ge¬ 

nerally relults from tumultuary conflicts, 

were the f, e£tres with which fhe was 

haunted. 

Having now once for all given (to the 

bed of my recolledion) a faithful fketch of 

Aunt’s opinions on. this intricate ubjcft, 1 

fhall not recur o them, nor by any means 

attempt to enter into any detail of the dark 

days that were approaching. Fir ft, becaufe 

I feel unfpea able pain in looking back 

upon occurrences that I know too well, 

though I was not there to witnefs; in which 

the friends of my early youth were greatly 

involved, and had much indeed to endure, 

on both fides. Next, becaufe there is little 

fatisfaction in narrating tranfa&ions where 

there is no room to praife ei.her fide. That 

wafte of perfonal courage and Britifh blood 

and treafure, which were fquandere ! to no 

purpofe on one fide in that ill conducted 

war, and the infolence and cruelty which 

tarnifhed the triumph of the other, form no 

pleafing fubjeft of retrofpe&ion: while the 

unfuccefs- 
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iinfuvccefsful and often unrewarded loyalty 

of the fufFerers for government, cannot be 

recollected without the molt wounding re¬ 

gret. The years of Madame, after l parted 

with her, were involved in a cloud raifed 

by the conflicts of contending arms, which 

1 vainly endeavoured to penetrate. My ac¬ 

count of her mult therefore, in a great 

meafure, terminate with this fad year. My 

father taking in fpring decided meafures 

for leaving America, entrlifted his lands 

to the care of his friend John Munro, Eiq., 

then refiding near Clarendon, and chief 

magiftrate of that newly peopled diftriCt, 

a very worthy friend and countryman of 

his own, who was then in high triumph on 

account of a fancied conqueft over the fup- 

porters of the twenty-mile line; and thought, 

when that point was fully eftabliflied, there 

would be no further obftruCtion to their 

realizing their property to great advantage, 

or colonizing it from Scotland, if fuch 

fhould be their wifh. Aunt leaned hard to 

the latter expedient, but my father could 

not think of leaving me behind to await the 

chance 
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chance of his return ; and I had been talked 

into a wilh for revifiting the land of my 

nativity. 

I led my domeftic favourites with great 

pain, but took care to introduce them to 

.Aunt, and implored her, with all the pathos 

I was miftrefs of, to take an intereft in 

them when I was gone; which Ihe very 

good-naturedly p;omifed to do. Another 

very kind thing Ihe did. Once a year Ihe 

fpent a day or two at General Schuyler's ; 

I call him by his later acquired title, to dif- 

tinguilhhim from the number of his name- 

fakes 1 have had occafion to mention. She 

now fo timed her vifit (though in dreadful 

weather) that I might accompany her, and 

take my laft farewel of iny young compa¬ 

nions there : yet 1 could not bring myfelf to 

think it a final one. The terrible words no 

more never palled my lips. I had too buoy¬ 

ant a fpirit to encounter a voluntary heart- 

ach by looking on the dark fide of any thing, 

and always figured myfelf returning, and 

joyfully received by the friends with whom 

I was parting. 

CHAP. 
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Defcription of the Breaking up of the Ice on Hudfon’s 

, River. 

qoon after this I witneffed, for the laft 

time, the fublime fpe&acle of the ice 

breaking up on the river ; an objedl that fills 

and elevates the mind with ideas of power, 

and grandeur, and, indeed, magnificence; 

before which all the triumphs of human 

art fink into contemptible infignilicance. 

This noble objeft of animated greatnefs, for 

fuch it feeined, i never milled ; its approach 

being announced, like a loud and long peal 

of thunder, the whole population of .Albany 

were down at the river fide in a moment; 

and if it happened, as was often the cafe, 

in the morning, there c uld not be a more 

grotefque alfemblage. No one who had a 

night-cap on waited to put it off; as for 

waiting for one’s cloak, or gloves, it was a 

thing out of the queftion; you caught the 

thing 
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thing next you, that could wrap round you* 

and ran. In the way you faw every door 

left open, and pails, bafkets, &c. without 

number, fet down in the ftreet. It was a 

perfect faturnalia. People never dreamt 

of being obeyed by their flaves, till the ice 

was part. The houfes were left quite 

empty: the meanefl Have, the youngefl 

child, all were to be found on the fhore. 

Such as could walk, ran ; and they that 

could not, were carried by thofe whofe 

duty would have been to flay and attend 

them. When arrived at the Jhew place, 

unlike the audience colle&ed to witnefs any 

fpeclacle of human invention, the multitude, 

with their eyes all bent one wav, flood 

immoveable, and filent as death, till the 

tumult ceafed, and the mighty commotion 

was palled by; then every one tried to 

give vent to the vaft conceptions with which 

his mind had been diftended. Every child, 

and every negro, was fure to fay, “ Is not 

this like the fay of judgment?” and what 

they faid every one elfe thought. Now to 

defcribe this is impoflible ; but I mean to 

account* 
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account, in fome degree, for it. The ice, 

which had been all winter very thick, in- 

Head of diminifhing, as might be expected 

in fpring, (till increafed, as the fun-fhine 

came, and the days lengthened. Much 

fnow fell in February ; which, melted by 

the heat of the fun, was ftagnant, for a day, 

on the furface of the ice; and then by the 

night frofts, which were /till fevere, was 

added, as a new accefiion to the thicknefs of 

it, above the former furface. This was fo 

often repeated, that, in tome years, the ice 

gained two feet in thicknefs, after the heat 

of the fun became fuch, as one would have 

expected fhould have entirely diffolved it. 

So confcious were the natives of the fafety 

this accumulation of ice afforded, that the 

fledges continued to drive on the ice, when 

the trees were budding, and every thing 

looked like fpring ; nay, when there was 

fo much melted on the furface that the 

horfes were knee deep in water, while tra¬ 

velling on it; and portentous cracks, on 

every fide, announced the approaching rup¬ 

ture. 1 his could fcarce have been pro¬ 

duced 
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duced by the mere influence of the fun, till 

midfummer. It was the fuelling* of the 

waters under the ice, increafed by rivulets, 

enla-ged by melted fnows, that produced 

this cataftrophe; for fuch the aweful con- 

cufilon made it appear. rJ he prelude to 

tne general burfting of this mighty rnafs, 

was a fradure, lengthways, in the middle 

or the ftream, produced by the effort of the 

imprifoned waters, new increafed too much 

to be contained within their wonted bounds. 

Conceive a folid mafs, from fix to eight 

feet thick, burfting for many miles in one 

continued rupture, produced by a force 

in onceivably great, and, in a manner, in- 

expreiiibly fudden. Thunder is no adequate 

image of this aweful explofon, which 

roufed all the fleeper-, within reach of the 

found, as completely as the final convulfion 

of na ure, and the folemn peal of the awak¬ 

ening trumpet, might be fuppofed to do. 

rlhe ftream in fun nier was confined by a 

pebbly ftrand, overhung with high and 

bleep banks, crowned with lofty trees, wr.ich 

were confiuered as a facred barrier againft 

the 

— 
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the encroachments of this annua,! vifitation. 

Never dr ads dwe t in more fec arity than 

thofe of the vine-clad elms, that extended 

their ainp’e branc es over this mighty 

ftream. Their tangled roots laid bare by 

the impetuous torrents, formed caverns 

ever frvfti and fragr n_; where the moft 

delicate p’ants flourifhed, unvifited by 

fcorching funs, or fnipping blafts; and no¬ 

thing rould be m re Angular than the va¬ 

riety of pla: ts and b'rds that were fheltered 

in thefe intric te and f.fe receffes. But 

when the burning of the cryftal furface 

fet loofe the many wat?rs that had ruihed 

down, fwollen with th > annual tribute of dif- 

folving fnow, the i(lands a a low lands were 

all flo ;ded in an inilant; and the lofty 

banks, from w hich you were w ont to over¬ 

look the ftream, were now entirely filled 

by an impetuous torrent, bearing down, 

with incredible and tumultuous rage, im- 

menfe fhoals of ice; which, breaking every 

inftant by the concuflion of others, jammed 

together in fome places, in others erecting 

themfelves in gigantic heights for an in¬ 

ftant 
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mftant'm the air, and Teeming to combat 

with the;r fellow giants crowding on in all 

directions, and falling together with an in- 

conceivaoie crafh, formed a teriible moving 

picture, animated and various beyond con¬ 

ception ; for it was not only the cerulean 

ice, whofe broken edges combating with the 

(beam, retracted light into a thoufand rain¬ 

bows^ that charmed your attention, lofty 

pines, large pieces of the bank torn off by 

the ice with all their early green and tender 

foliage, were driven on like travelling iflands, 

amid this battle of breakers, for fuch it 

feemed. I am abiurdly attempting to paint 

a fcene, under which the powers of language 

fink. Suffice it, that this year its folemnity 

was increafed by an unufual quantity of 

fnow, which the laft hard winter had accu¬ 

mulated, and the difiolution of which now 

threatened an inundation, 

S lemn indeed it was to me, as the me¬ 

mento of my approaching journey, which 

was to take place whenever the ice broke, 

this being here a kind of epoch. The parting 

with all that i loved at the Flats was fuch 
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an affliftion, as it is even yet a renewal of 

forrows to recolleft. J loved the very barn 

and the fwamp I h ive defcribed fo much 

that I could not fee them for the laft time 

without a pang. As for the ifland and the 

bank of the liver, I know not how I fhould 

have parted with them, if J had thought the 

parting final; the good kind neighbours, 

and my faithful and mod affectionate Ma¬ 

rian, to whom of all others this feparation 

was mod wounding, grieved me not a little. 

I was always fanguine in the extreme, and 

would hope againft hope; but Marian, who 

vras older, and had more common fenfe, 

knew too well how little likelihood there 

was of my ever returning. Often with 

dreaming eyes and burfting fobs fhe begged 

to know if the foul of a perfon dying in 

America could find its way over the vaft 

ocean to join that ol thofe who rofe to the 

abodes of future blifs from Europe; her 

hope of a reunion being now entirely re¬ 

ferred to that in a better world. There was 

no trudr I found it fo difficult to imprefs 

upon her mind as the poffibility of fpirits 
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being inftantaneoufly tranfported from one 

diftant place to another; a doftrine which 

feemed to her very comfortable. Her agony 

at the final parting 1 do.not like to think 

of. When I ufed to obtain permilfion to 

pafs a little time in town, I was tranfported 

with the thoughts of the enjoyments that 

awaited me in the fociety of my patronefs, 

and the young friends I mofl loved; but 

now all was vapid and joylefs, and in fcenes 

the moft defirable my whole mind was oc¬ 

cupied by the plealing paft and the dubious 

future. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Departure from Albany.—Origin of the State of 

Vermont. 

A FTER quitting the Flats we were to ftay 

for fome days at Madame’s, till we 

/hould make a circular vifit, and take leave. 

Having lulled niy difappointment with re¬ 

gard to Clarendon, and filled all my dreams 

with images of Clydefdale and Tweedale, 

and every other vale or dale that were the 
haunts of the paftoral mufe in Scotland, I 

grew pretty well reconciled to my approach¬ 

ing journey; thinking I fhould meet piety 

and literature in every cottage, and poetry 

and mufic in every rectfs, among the fub- 

lime icenery of my native mountains. At 

any rate, i was fure I fhould hear the larks 

fing, and fee the early priinrofe deck the 

woods, and daifies enamel the meadows 

On all which privileges I had been taugh 
to fet the due value, yet I wondered ver 

V0L* 1 * ° mud o 
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much how it was that I could enjoy nothing 

with fuch gay vifions opening before me; 

my heart, I fuppofe, was honefter than my 

imagination, for it refufed to take pleafure 

in any thing; which was a ftate of mind fo 

new to me that I could not underftand it. 

Every where I was careffed, and none of 

thefe carefies gave me pleafure; at length 

the fad day came when I was to take the laft 

farewel of my firft beft friend who had often 

in vain urged my parents to leave me till 

they fhould decide w hether to flay or re¬ 

turn. About this they did not hefitate; 

nor, though they had, could I have diverted 

myfelf of the defire now waked in my mind, 

of feeing once more my native land,, which 

I merely loved upon truft, not having the 

fainteft recollection of it. 

Madame embraced me tenderly with 

many tears, at parting; and 1 felt a kind of 

prelufive anguirti, as if I had anticipated the 

forrows that awaited ; I do not mean now 

the painful viciflitudes of after life, but 

merely the cruel difapyointrnent that 1 felt 

in finding the fcenery and its inhabitants fo 

different 
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different from the klyfian vales and Arca¬ 

dian rwains, that I had imagined. 

When we came away, by an odd coin¬ 

cidence, Aunt’s nephew Peter was juft about 

to be married to a very fine young reature, 

whom his relations did not, for fome reafon 

that I do not remember, think fuitable; 

while, at the very fame time, her niece Mifs 

W. had captivated the fon of a rich but 

avaricious man, who would not confent to 

his marrying her, unlefs Aunt gave a for¬ 

tune with her ; which being an unufual de¬ 

mand, fhe did not choofe to comply with. 

I was the proud and happy confidante of 

both thefe lovers; and before we left New* 

York, we heard that each had married with¬ 

out w'a ting for the withheld confent. And 

thus for once was Madame left without a 

Protegee, but ftill lhe had her filter W., and 

foon acquired a new fet of children, the or¬ 

phan fons of her nephew Corth.ndt Schuy¬ 

ler, who continued under her care for the 

remainder of her life. 

My voyage down the river, which was 

by contrary winds protracted to a whole 

o 2 week, 
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week, would have been very pleafant, could 

any thing have pleated me. I was at lead 

loothed by the extreme beauty of many 

fcenes on the banks of this fine dream, which 

I was fated never more to behold. 

Nothing could exceed the foft grateful 

verdure that met the eye on every fide as 

we approached New York: it was in the 

beginning of May, the great orchards which 

rofe on every dope were all in bloom, and 

the woods of poplar beyond them had their 

fprouting foliage tinged with a lighter (hade 

of the freftu d green. Staten Iiland role 

gradual from the lea in which it teemed to 

float, and was fo covered with innumerable 

fruit-trees in full bloffom, that it looked 

like fome enchained fored. I fhall not at¬ 

tempt to defcribe a place fo well known as 

New York, but merely content myfeif with 

faying that I was charmed wi h the air of eafy 

gaiety, and foc al kindnefs that feemed to 

prevail every where among the people, and 

the cheer ul animated appearance of the 

place altogether. Here I fid the painful 

longings of my mind, w hich already began 

to 



to turn impatiently towards Madame,- by 

converting with young people whom I had 

met at her houfe, on their fummer excur¬ 

sions. Thefe were mod defirous to pleafe 

and amufe me; and though I knew little of 

good breeding, I had good nature enough 

to try to fcem pleafed, but, in fact, I enjoyed 

nothing. 'I hough I favv there was much 

to enjoy had my mind been tuned as ufual 

to foetal delight, fatigued with the kindnefs 

ol others and my own fimulation, I tried to 

forget my furrows in fleep ; but night, that 

was wont to bring peace and filence in her 

train, had no fuch companions here. The 

fpirit of difeord had broken loofe. The fer¬ 

mentation was begun that has not yet ended. 

And at midnight, bands of intoxicated elec¬ 

tors, who were then choofing a member for 

the Aflembly, came thundering to the doors’, 

demanding a vote for their favoured candi¬ 

date. An hour after anodier party equally 

vociferous, and not more fober, alarmed us, 

by infilling on our giving our votes for 

their favourite competitor. This was mere 

play; but before we embarked, there was 

° 8 a kind 
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a kind of prelufive fkirmifh, that Itrongly 

marked the fpirit of the times. Thefe 

patriots had taken it in their heads that 

Lieutenant Governor Golden fent home in¬ 

telligence oi their proceedings, or in fome 

other way betrayed them, as they thought, 

to Government, In one of thefe fits of 

excefs and fury, which are fo often the re- 

fult of popular elections, they went to his 

houfe, drew out his coach, and fet fire to 

it. This was the night before we embarked, 

after a week’s flay in New York. 

My little ftory being no longer blended 

with the memoirs of my benefa&refs, I {hall 

not trouble the reader with the account of 

our melancholy and perilous voyage. Here, 

too, with regret I muft clofe the account of 

what 1 knew of Aunt Schuyler. ! hea: d very 

little of her till the breaking out of this dif- 

aflrous war which every one, whatever fide 

they may have taken at the time, mud look 

back on with difgufl: and horror. 
i 

To tel! the hiftory of Aunt during the 

years that her life was prolonged to witnefs 

fcenes abhorrent to her feelings, and her 

principles. 

i 



( 295 ) 

principles, would be a painful talk indeed ; 

even if I were betcer informed than I am, or 

wifh to be. of the tranfaftions of thofe per¬ 

turbed times. Ot her private hiftory I only 

know, that, on the accidental death formerly 

mentioned, of her nephew Capt. Cortlandt 

Schuyler, the took home his two eldeft fom, 
j J 

and kept them with her till her own death, 

which happened in 1778 or 1779. I know 

too,that like the Roman Atticus,fhe kept free 

from the violence and bigotry of party, and 

like him too, kindly and liberally affilled 

thofe of each fide, w ho, as the tide of luccels 

ran different w^avs, were confidered as unfor- 

tunate. On this fubject, I do not choofe to 

enlarge, but fhall merely obferve, that all 

the Colonel's relations were on the repub¬ 

lican fide, while every one of her own ne¬ 

phews adhered to the roval caufe, to their 

very great lofs and detrimen,; though fome 

of them have now found a home in Upper 

Canada, where, if they are alienated from 

their native province, they have at leaff the 

confolation cf meeting many other deferving 

o 4 people, 



people, whom the fury of party had driven 

thither for refuge*. 

Though unwilling to obtrude upon my 

reaoer any further particulars, irrelevant to 

the main ftory I have endeavoured to detail., 

he may pernaps be clefirous to know how 

the townfhip of Clarendon was at length 

difpofed of. My father’s friend, Captain 

Munro, was engaged for himfelf and his 

military friends, in a litigation, or I fhould 

rather fay, the provinces of New York and 

Connecticut continued to difpute the right 

to the boundary within the twenty-mile line, 

till a difpute kill more ferious gave fpirit to 

* Since writing the above, the author of this nar¬ 

rative has heard many particulars of the later years of 

her good friend, by which it appears, that to the laft 

her loyalty and public fpirit burned with a clear and 

fteady flame. She was by that time too venerable as 

well ns refpecftable to be infulted for her principles5 and 

her opinions were always delivered in a manner firm 

and calm, like her own mind, which was too well 

regulated to admit the rancour of party, and too digni¬ 

fied to ftoop to difguile of any kind. She died full of 

} ears, and honoured by all who could or could not 

appreciate her worth ; for not to (fteem Aunt Schuyler 

was to forfeit all pretenfions to eftimation. 

the 



( 297 ) 

the new fettlers from Conne£ticut, to rife in. 

arms, and expel the unfortunate loyalids 

from that diftrift, which was bounded on 

one fide by the Green mountain, hnce dii- 

tinguilhed, like Rome in its infancy, as a 

place of refuge to all the lawlefs and uncon- 

troulable fpirits who had baniihed themfelves 

from general fociety. 

It was a great mortification to fpecilla¬ 

tive romance and vanity, for me to confider 

that the very fpot, which I had been ufed 

fondly to contemplate as the future abode 

of peace, innocence, and all the focial 

of defperate bravery and unconquerable ob- 

ftinacy. They, at one time, fet the States, 

) and the Mother country, equally at defi¬ 

ance, and fet up lor an independence of 

their own ; on this ocoafion, they were fo 

troublefome, and the others fo tame, that 

the laft mentioned were fain to purchafe 

their nominal fubmiffion by a molt di grace- 

o 5 ful 
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ful conceffion. There was a kind of pro- 

vihon made for all the Eritifh fubjedts who 

pohefled property in the alienated provinces, 

provided that they had not borne arms againft 

the Americans; thefe were permitted to iell 

their lands, though not for their full value, 

but at a limited price. iV«y father came pre- 

cifely under this defcripiion; but the Green 

mountain boys, as the irregular inhabitants 

of the difputed boundaries were then call¬ 

ed, confcious that all the lands they had 

forcibly ufurped were liable to this kind of 

claim, fet up the ftandardof independence. 

They indeed pofitively refufed to confederate 

with the reft, or confent .to the propofed 

peace, unlefs the robbery they had commit¬ 

ted ftiould be functioned bv a law, giving 

them a full right to retain, unqueftioned, 

this violent acquifition. 

It is doubtful, of three parties, who were 

moft to blame on this occafion. The de¬ 

predators, who, in defiance of even natural 

equity, feized and ereCted this little petulant 

ftate : the mean conceffion of the other 

provinces, who, after permitting this one to 

fet 
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let their authority at defiance, foothed them 

into fubmiffion by a gift of what was not 

theirs to bellow ; or the tame acquiefcence 

of the then miniftry, in an arrangement 

which deprived faithful fubjedts, who were 

at the fame time war worn veterans, of the 

reward affigned them for their fervices. 

Proud of the refemblance which their 

origin bore to that of ancient Rome, they 

latinized the common appellation of their 

territory, and made wholefome laws for its 

regulation. Thus begun the petty ftate of 

Vermont, and thus ends the hi/lory of an 

heirefs. 

© 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

General Reflections. 

J hope my readers will fhare the fatisfa&ion 

I feel, in contemplating, at this didance, 

iue growing profperity of Albany, which is, 

I am told, greatly increafed in fize and con- 

fequence, far fuperior, indeed, to any inland 

town on the Continent, and fo important 

from its centrical fituation, that it has been 

propofed as the feat of Congrefs, which, 

ihould the party attached to Britain ever 

gain the afcendancy over the fouthern States, 

would, very probably, be the cafe; the 

morality, fimple manners, and confident 

opinions of the inhabitants, dill bearing 

evident traces of that integrity and fimplicitv 

which once diftinguifhed them. The re- 

fiedfions which mud refult from the know¬ 

ledge of thefe circumdances are fo obvious, 

that ic is needlefs to point them out. 

A reader that has pane,nee to proceed thus 

far, 
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far, in a narration too carelefs and defultory 

for the grave, and too heavy and perplexed 

for the gay, too minute for ihe buf , and 

too ferious for the idle; fuch a reader muft 

have been led on by an intereft in the 

virtues of the leading character, and will 

be sufficiently awake to their remaining ef¬ 

fects. 

Very different, however, muff be the re¬ 

flections that arife from a more general 

view of the prefent ftate of our ancient 

colonies. 

<f O for that warning voice, which he who faw 

“ Th’ Apocalypfe, heard cry, That a voice, like 

** The deep and dreadful organ-pipe of Heaven," 

would fpeak terror to thofe whofe delight 

is in change and agitation ; to thofe who 

wantonly light up the torch of difcord, 

which many waters will not extinguifli. 

Even when peace fucceeds to the breathlefs 

fury of fuch a conteft, it comes too late to 

reftore the virtues, the hopes, the affections 

that have periflied in it. The gangrene of 

the land is not healed, and the prophets 

vainly 
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vainly cry peace ! peace! where there is no 
peace 

However upright the intentions may be 

of the firfl leaders of popular infurre£lions, 

it may be truly faid of them, in the end, 

inflruments of cruelty are in their habita¬ 

tions : nay, mull: be, for when they have 

pi oceeded a certain length, conciliation or 

lenity would be cruelty to their followers, 

who are gone too far, to return to the 

place from which they let out. Rectitude, 

hitherto upheld by laws, by cuftom, and by 

fear, now walks alone, in unaccuflomed 

paths, and like a tottering infant, falls at the 

firft affault, or firfl obftacle it meets; but 

falls to rile no more. Let any one who has 

mixed much with mankind, fay, what would 

be the confequence if reflraint were with¬ 

drawn, and impunity offered to all whofe 

probity is not fixed on the balls of real piety, 

or fupported by fingular fortitude, and that 

found fenfe which, difcerning remote confe- 

quences, preferves integrity as armour of 

proof againfl the worft that can happen. 

Irue it is, that amidll thefe convulfions 

of 
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of the moral world, exigencies bring out 

fome characters that fweep acrofs the gloom 

like meteors in a tempeftuous night, which 

would not have been diftinguifhed in the 

fuufhine of profperity. It is in the fwel! of 

the turbulent ocean that the mightieft living 

handy-works of the author of nature are to 

be met with. Great minds no doubt are 

called out by exigencies, and put forth all 

their powers. Though Hercules flew the 

Hydra and deanfed the Augaean (table, all 

but poets and heroes mult have regretted 

that any fuch monflers exifted. Serioufly, 

befide the rancour, the treachery, and the 

dereliction of every generous fentiment and 

upright motive, which are the rank pro¬ 

duction of the blood-manured field of civil 

difcord, after the froth and feculence of its 

cauldron have boiled over, (till the delete¬ 

rious dregs remain. Truth is the firft vic¬ 

tim to fear and policy; when matters ar¬ 

rive at that crifis, every one finds a fepa- 

rate intereft; mutual confidence, which 

cannot outlive fincerity, dies next, and all 

the kindred virtues drop in fucceflion. It 

becomes 

. 
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becomes a man’s in ter eft that his brothers 

and his father fhculd join the oppofite 

party, that fome may be applauded for 

fteadinefs or enriched by confifcations: to 

fuch temptations the mind, fermenting wi h 

party hatred, yields with lefs refillance than 

could be imagined by thofe who have never 

witnefied fuch fcenes of horror darkened by 

uuplicity. A fter fo deep a plunge in depra¬ 

vity, how difficult, how near to impoffibie 

is a return to the paths of reA itude! This 

is but a iingle inftance of the manner in 

which moral feeling is undermined in both 

parties. But as our nature, deftined to 

fuffer and to mourn and to have the heart 

made better by affliction, finds adverfuy a 

lefs dangerous trial than profperity, efpe- 

ciallv where it is great and fudden, in all 

cm] conflicts the triumphant party may, 

with moral ti utn, be faid to be the greattft 

fuflerers. Intoxicated as they often are 

with power and affluence, purchafed with 

the blood and tears of their friends and 

countrymen, the hard talk remains to them 

of chaining up and reducing to fubmiffion 

the 

§si 
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the many-headed monfter, whom they have 

been forced to let loofe and gorge with the 

fpoils of the vanquifhed. Then, too, comes 

on the difficulty of dividing power where no 

one has a right, and every one a claim : of 

ruling thofe whom they have taught to 

defpife authority ; and of reviving that fen- 

timent of patriotifm, and that love of glory, 

which faction and felf iniertft have exdn» 

When the white and red rofes were the 

fymbols of faction in England, and when 

the conteft between Baliol and Bruce made 

way for invafion and tyranny in Scotland, 

the deftru&ion of armies and of cities, 

public executions, plunder and confisca¬ 

tions. were the lead: evils that they oc- 

cafioned. The annihilation of public virtue 

and private confidence; the exafperation 

of heredirary hatred ; the corrupting the 

milk of human kindnefs, and breaking 

afunder every facred tie by which man and 

man are held together : all thefe dreadful 

refults of civil difcord are the means of 

vifiting the fins of civil war on the third 

and 
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and fourth generation of thofe who have 

kindled it. Yet the extindion of charity 

and kindnefs in diifenfions like thefe, is not 

to be compared to that which is the confe¬ 

rence of an entire fubverfion of the accuf- 

tomed form of government. Attachment 

to a monarch or line of royalty, aims only 

at a fmgle objebf, and is at word loyalty 

and fidelity mifplaced : yet war once be¬ 

gun on fuch a motive loofens the bands of 

fociety, and opens to the ambitious and 

tue rapacious the way to power and plun¬ 

der. Still, however, the laws, the cuf- 

toms, and the frame of government (land 

where they did. When the conteft is de¬ 

cided, and the fuccefsful competitor eflab- 

lifhed, ii toe monarch poffeifcs ability and 

courts popularity, he, or at any rate his im¬ 

mediate fucceflor, may rule happily, and 

reconcile thofe who were he enemies, not 

of his place, but of his perfon. The mighty 

image of fovereign power may change its 

“ head of gold” for one of fiber; but 

ftill it hands firm on its baits, iupp rted 

by all thole whom it prctcds. But when 

thrown 

— N ‘ i • 
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thrown from its pedeftal by an entire fub- 

verfion of government, the wreck is far 

more fatal and the traces indelible. I hofe 

who on each fi.de fupport the heirs claim¬ 

ing a difputed crown, mean equally to be 

faithful and loyal to their rightful fove- 

reign; and are thus, though in oppofition 

to each other, actuated by the fame fenti- 

ment. But when the fpirit of extermina¬ 

tion walks forth over proftrate thrones and 

- altars, ages cannot eriace the traces of its 

progrefs. A conteff for fovereignty is a 

whirlwind, that rages fiercely while it con¬ 

tinues, and deforms the face of external 

nature. New houfes, however, replace 

thofe it has demolifhed; trees grow up in 

the place of thofe delfroyed; the landfcape 

laughs, the birds fing, and every thing re¬ 

turns to its accuftomed courfe. But a total 

fubverfion of a long eftablifhed govern¬ 

ment is like an earthquake, that not only 

overturns the works of man, but changes 

the wanted courfe and operation of the 

very elements; makes a gulph in the midfl 

of a fertile plain, caffs a mountain into a 

lake, . *. 
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luKe, and in fine produces fuch devada- 

tion as it is not in the power of man to re¬ 

medy. Indeed it is too obvious that, even 

m our own country, that fire which pro¬ 

duced the deftrudtion of the monarchy, dill 

glows among the afnes of extinguifhed fac¬ 

tions; but that portion of the community 

who carried with them acrofs .he Atlantic, 

ti:e repugnance to fubmiifion which grew 

out oi an indefin te love of liberty, might 

be compared to the Perfian Magi. Like 

them, when forced to fly from their native 

country, they carried with them a portion 

of the hallowed fire, which continued to 

be the objedt of their fecret worfhip. Thofe 

who look upon the revolution, of which 

tms ipmt was the prime mover, as tending 

to advance the general happinels, no doubt 

confider thefe opinions as a rich inheritance, 

productive of the bed effedts. Many wife 

and worthy perfons have thought and dill 

continue to think fo. There is as vet no 

room for decifion, the experiment not 

being completed. Their mode of govern¬ 

ment, anomalous and hitherto inefficient, 

has 
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has not yet acquired the firmnefs of cohe- 

fion, or the decifive tone of authority. 

The birth of this great empire is a phae- 

nomenon in the hiftory of mankind. there 

is nothing like it in reality or fable, but 

that of Minerva, who proceeded full armed 

and fud grown out of the head of the 

thunderer. Population, arts, fciences, and 

law's, extenfion of territory, and efhbiilh- 

ment of power, have been gradual and 

progreflive in other countries, where the 

current of dominion went on increafing 

as it flowed, by conquefts or other acqui- 

fitions, which it fwallowed like rivulets 

in its courfe; but here it burft forth like a 

torrent, fpreading it elf at once into an ex- 

panfe, vail as thjir own Superior lake, be¬ 

fore the eyes of the: palling generation which 

witneflkd its birdi, Yet it is wonderful 

how little talent or intellectual pre-eminence 

of any kind has appeared in this new-born 

world, whic i feetns already old in worldly 

crait, a d whole children are indue 1 “ wifer 

in their geiitrati >n than die chii Ire>^ of 

light. * Sclf-intcreil:, eageriy grafping it 

pecu- 
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pecuniary advantages, feems to be the ru- 

ling principle of this great continent. 

Love of country, that amiable and noble 

fentiment, which by turns exalts and foftens 

the human mind, nourifties enthufiafm, 

and infpires alike the hero and the fage, to 

defend and adorn the facred land of their 

nativity, is a principle which hardly exifts 

there. An American loves his country, or 

prefers it rather, becaufe its rivers are wide 

and deep, and abound in fifh; becaufe he 

has the forefts to retire to, if the god of 

gainful commerce fliould prove unpropi- 

tious on the lkore. He loves it becaufe 

if his negro is difrefpe&ful, or difobedient, 

he can fell him and buy another; while if he 

himfelf is difobedient to the laws of his 

country, or difrefpeclful to the magiftracy 

appointed to enforce them, that fhadow of 

authority, without power to do good, or 

prevent evil, rnuft polfefs its foul in pa¬ 

tience. 

We love our country becaufe we ho¬ 

nour our anceflors; becaufe it is endeared 

to us not only by early habit, but by at¬ 

tach- 
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tachment to the fpots hallowed by their piety, 

their heroifm, their genius, or their public fpi- 

rit. We honour it as the fcene of noble 

deeds, the nurie of fages, bards, and heroes. 

The very afpect and features of this bleft 

afylum of liberty, fcience, and religion, 

warm our hearts, and animate our imagina¬ 

tions. Enthufiafm kindles at the thoughts 

of what we have been, and what we are. 

It is the laft retreat, the citadel, in which all 

that is worth living for is concentrated. 

Among the other ties which were broken, 

by the detachment of America from us, 

that fine ligament, which binds us to the 

tombs of our anceftors, (and feems to con¬ 

vey to us the fpirit and the affe&ions we de¬ 

rive from them) was diffolved: with it pe- 

rifhed all generous emulation. Fame, 

“ That fpur which the clear mind doth raife 

To live laborious nights and painful da\s/' 

has no votaries among the ffudents of Poor 

Richard’s almanack, the great Pharos of 

the Hates. The land of their anceftors, 

party hoftility has taught them to regard 

with 

\ 
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with fcorn and hatred. That in which 

they live calls up no images of pail glory or 

excellence. Neither hopeful nor defirous 

of that after-exiftence, which has been 

mo ft coveted by thofe who do things worth 

recording, they not only live, but thrive; 

and that is quite enough. A man no 

longer fays of himfelf with exultation, “ I 

“ belong to the land where Milton fung 

cc,the fong of feraphim, and Newton 

Ci traced the paths of light; where Alfred 

“ edablidied his throne in wifdom, and 

where the palms and laurels of renown 

fiC (hade the tombs of the mighty and the 

excellent. '* Thus diffevered from re- 

colledions fo dear, and fo ennobling, what 

tie> are fubdituted in their places? Can he 

regard with tender and reverential feelings, 

a land that has not only been deprived of 

its bed ornaments, but become a receptacle 

0! the outcads of fociety from ev ry nation 

in Europe? is thtoe a perfon who e dubi¬ 

ous r turbulent character has made him 

unwelcome or fufpedted in fociety, he goes 

to x^merica, where he knows no one, and is 

of 
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of no one known; and where he can with 

fafety afliime any character. All that trem¬ 

ble with the confcioufnefs of undete&ed 
■v \ . 

crimes, or fmart from the confequencc 

of unchecked follies; fraudulent bankrupts, 

unfuccefsful adventurers, reftlefs projeftors, 

or feditious agitators, this great Limbus Pa- 

trum has room for them all; and to it they 

fly in the day of their calamity. With fuch a 

heterogeneous mixture a tranfplanted Briton 

of the original (lock, a true old American, 

may live in charity, but can never aflimilate. 

Who can, with the cordiality due to that 

facred appellation, “ my country,” apply it 

to that land of Hivites and Girgafliites, where 

one cannot travel ten miles, in a ftretch, 

without meeting detachments of different 

nations, torn from their native foil and flrfl 

affeftions, and living aliens in a ftrange land, 

where no one feems to form part of an at¬ 
tached connected whole. 

To thofe enlarged minds, who have got 

far beyond the petty confideration of coun¬ 

try and kindred, to embrace the whole hu¬ 

man race, a land, whofe population is like 

vol. n. p Jofeph $ p 
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Jofeph s coat, of many colours, mult be a 

peculiarly iuitable abode. For in the end- 

lefs variety of the patchwork, of which 

fociety is compofed, a liberal philofophic 

mind might meet with the fpecimens of all 

thofe tongues and nations which he com¬ 

prehends in the wide circle of his enlarged 

philanthropy. 

/ 

CHAP, 



Reflections continued. 

rat fome of the leaders of the hoftile 

party in America afted upon liberal 

and patriotic views cannot be doubted. 

There were many, indeed, of whom the 

public good was the leading principle ; and 

to thefe the caufe was a noble one : ye.t 

even thefe little forefaw the refult. Had 

they known what a cold felfilh character, 

what a dereliftion of religious principle, what 

furious faftions, and wild unfettled notions 

of government, were to be the confequences 

of this utter alienation from the parent ftate, 

they would have fhrunk back from the pro- 

fpeft. Thofe fine minds who, nurtured in 

the love of fcience and of elegance, looked 

back to the land of their forefathers for 

models of excellence, and drank infpiration 

from the produ&ion of the Britifh mufe, 

could not but feel this rupture as “a wrench 

from 

'S.j '' •» 
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from all we love, from all we are." They, 

soo, might wifh, when time had ripened 

their growing empire, to affert that inde¬ 

pendence which, when mature in ftrength 

and knowledge, we claim even of the parents 

we love and honour.—But to fnatch it, 

with a rude and bloody grafp, outraged the 

feelings of thofe gentler children of the 

common parent. Mildnefs of manners, 

refinement of mind, and all the fofter virtues 

that fpring up in the cultivated paths of 

focial life, nurtured by generous affe&ions, 

were undoubtedly to be found on the fide 

of the unhappy royalifts; whatever fupe- 

riority in vigour and intrepidity might be 

claimed by their perfecutors. Certainly, 

however neceffary the ruling powers might 

find it to carry their fyftem of exile into 

execution, it has occafioned to the country 

an irreparable privation. 

When the Edift of Nantes gave the fcat- 

tering blow to the proteftants of France, 

they carried with them their arts, their fru¬ 

gal regular habits, and that portable mine 

of wealth which is the portion of patient in- 

duftry. 
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duftry. The chafm produced in France by 

the departure of fo much humble virtue, 

and fo many ufeiiil arts, has never been 

filled. 

What the lofs of the Huguenots was to 

commerce and manufa&ures in France, 

that of the Loyalifts was to religion, litera¬ 

ture, and amenity, in America. The filken 

threads wxre drawn out of the mixed web 

of fociety, which has ever fince been com¬ 

paratively coarfe and homely. The dawn¬ 

ing light of elegant fcience was quenched in 

univerfal dulnefs. No ray has broke through 

the general gloom except the phofphoric 

lightnings of her cold blooded philofophers^ 

the deiftical Franklin, the legitimate father 

of the American “ age of calculation.’’ So 

well have cc- the children of his foul' profited 

by the frugal leffons of this apoftle of Plutus, 

that we fee a new empire bleft in its infancy 

with all the faving virtues which are the 

ufual portion of cautious and feeble age ; 

and we behold it with the fame complacent 

furprife which fills our minds at the fight of 

a young mifer. 
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Forgive me, fhade of the accomplilhed 

Hamilton", while all that is lovely in virtue 

all that is honourable in valour, and all 

that is admirable in talent, confpire to la¬ 

ment the early fetting of that weftern ftar, 

and to deck the tomb of worth and genius 

with wreaths of immortal bloom : 

“ Thee Columbia long {hall weep; 

Ne’er again thy likenefs fee 
<( 

lain would I add, 

Long her ifrains in forrows deep, 

“ Strains of immortality.” Gray, 

bur, alas! 

“ They have no poet, and they die.” Pope;. 

His character was a bright exception ; 

yet, after all, an exception that only con- 

firms the rule. What muft be the ftate of 

that country where worth, talent, and the 

difinterefted exercife of every faculty of a 

vigorous and exalted mind, were in vain 

devoted to the public good ? Where, in- 

* General Hamilton, killed in a duel, into which he 

was forced by Aaron Burr, Vice-Prefident of Congrefs, 

at New York, in .1800. 

deed, 
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deed, they only marked out their pofleffor 

for a victim to the ihrine of faction? Alas! 

that a compliance with the laws of falfe ho¬ 

nour, (the only blemifh of a ftainlefs life,) 

fhould be fo dearly expiated ! Yet the deep 

fenfe expreffed by all parties of this general 

lofs, feems to promife a happier day at fome 

future period, when this chaos of jarring 

elements fhall be reduced by fome pervading 

and governing mind into a fettled form. 

But much muft be done, and fuffered, 

before this change can take place. There 

never can be much improvement till there 

is union and fubordination; till thofe ftrong 

local attachments are formed, which are the 

bafis of patriotifm, and the bonds of focial 

attachment. But, while fuch a wide field 

is open to the fpirit of adventure ; and, while 

the facility of removal encourages that reft- 

lefs and ungovernable fpirit, there is little 

hope of any material change. There is in 

America a double principle of fermentation, 

which continues to impede the growth ol 

the arts and fciences, and of thofe gentler 

virtues of focial life, which wrere blafted by 

p 4 the 
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^he breath of popular fury. On the fea-iidt 

*here is a perpetual importation of lawleis 

ttnd relilefs perfons, who have no other path 

*° the notoriety they covet, but, that which 

leads through party, violence; and of the 

v/ant of that local attachment I have been 

fpeaking of, there can be no ftronger proof, 

than the paffion for emigration fo frequent 
in America. 

Among thofe who are neither beloved in 

< ‘le vicinity of their place of abode, nor kept 

Itationary by any gainful purfuit, it is in¬ 

credible how light a matter will afford a 

pretext for removal! 

Here is one great motive, for good con¬ 

duct and decorous manners, obliterated. The 

good opinion of his neighbours is of little 

confequence to him, who can fcarce be faid 

to have any. If a man keeps free of thofe 

crimes which a regard for the public fafety 

compels the magiftrate to punifh, he finds 

Shelter in every foreft from the fcorn and 

diilike incurred by petty trefpaffes on fociety. 

[ here, all who are unwilling to fubmit to the 

reftraints of law and religion, may live un¬ 

challenged, 
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challenged, at a diftance frop the public 

exercife of either. There all whom want 

has made defperate, whether it be the want 

of abilities, of charafter, or the means to 

live, are fure to take fhelter. This habit of 

removing furnifhes, however, a palliation 

for fome evils, for, the facility with which 

they change refidence, becomes the means 

of ridding the community of members too 

turbulent or too indolent to be quiet or ufe- 

ful. It is a kind of voluntary exile, where 

thofe whom government want power and 

efficiency to baniffi, very obligingly baniffi 

themfelves; thus preventing the explofions 

which might be occafioned by their con- 

tinuing mingled in the general mafs. 

It is owing to this falutary difcharge of 

peccant humours that matters go on fo 

quietly as they do, under a government 

which is neither feared nor loved, by the 

community it rules. Thefe removals are 

incredibly frequent; for the fame family, 

flying as it were before the face of legal au¬ 

thority, and civilization, are often known to 

remove farther and farther back into the 

p ^ woods, 
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woods, every fifth or fixth year, as the po¬ 

pulation begins to draw nearer. By this 

feceflion from fociety, a partial reformation 

is in fome cafes effe&ed. A perfon incapable 

of regular indudry and compliance with its 

edablifhed cudoms, will certainly do lead 

harm, when forced to depend on his per- 

fonal exertions. When a man places him- 

felf in the fituation of Robinfon Crufoe, 

with the difference of a wife and children 

for that folitary hero’s cats and parrots, he 

mud of neceffity make exertions like his, or 

perifh. He becomes not a regular hufband- 

man, but a hunter, with whom agriculture 

is but a fecondary confideration. His In¬ 

dian corn and potatoes, which conditute 

the main part of his crop, are, in due time, 

hoed by his wife and daughters; while the 

axe and the gun are the only implements he 

willingly handles. 

Fraud and avarice are the vices of fociety, 

and do not thrive in the fhade of the fo- 

reds. The hunter, like the failor, has little 

thought of coveting or amafling. He does 

not forge, nor cheat, nor deal; as fuch an 

unprincipled 



unprincipled perfon muft have done in the 

world, where, inftead of wild beads, he 

mull have preyed upon his fellows ; and he 

does not drink much, becaufe liquor is not 

attainable. But he becomes coarfe, favage, 

and totally negligent of all the forms and 

decencies of life. He grows wild and un- 

focial. To him a neighbour is an en- 

croacher. He has learnt to do without 

one; and he knows not how to yield to 

him in any point of mutual accommoda¬ 

tion. He cares neither to give nor take af* 

fiftance, and finds all the fociety he wants 

in his own family. Selfilh, from the over¬ 

indulged love of eafe and liberty, he fees 

in a new comer merely an abridgement of 

his range, and an interloper in that fport 

on which he would much rather depend for 

fubfiftence than on the habits of regular in- 

duftry. What can more flatter an imagina¬ 

tion warm with native benevolence, and 

animated by romantic enthufiafm, than the 

image of infulated felf-dependent families, 

growing up in thofe primaeval retreats, re¬ 

mote from the corruptions of the world, 

p 6 and 
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and dwelling amidft the prodigality of na¬ 

ture. Nothing, however, can be more 

anti-Arcadian. There no crook is feen, no 

pipe is heard, no lamb bleats, for the belt 

poffible reafon, becaufe there are no fheep. 

No paftoral {trains awake the fleeping 

echoes, doomed to fleep on till the bull¬ 

frog, the wolf, and the C^uackawarry * be¬ 

gin their nightly concert. Serioufly, it is 

not a place that can, in any inftance, con¬ 

fute happinefs. When liftlefs indolence 

or Iawlefs turbulence fly to fhades the moll 

tranquil, or fcenes the in oft beautiful, they 

degrade nature inftead of improving or en- 

joying her charms. A Clive diligence, a 

fenfe of our duty to the fource of all good, 

and kindly affections towards our fellow 

creatures, with a degree of felf-command 

and mental improvement, can alone pro¬ 

duce the gentle manners that infure rural 

peace, or enable us, with intelligence and 

gratitude, to “rejoice in nature’s joys.” 

* Quackawarry is the Indian name of a bird, which 

fli«s about in the night, making a noife fimilar to the 

found of its nan>e. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

Sketch of the Settlement of Pennfylvania. 

pAiN would I turn from this gloomy and 

uncertain profpeCt, fo difappointing to 

philanthropy, and fo fubverfive of all the 

flattering hopes and fanguine predictions of 

the poets and philofophers, who were wont 

to look forward to a new Atalantis, 

“ Famed for arts and laws derived from Jove,” 

in this weftern world. But I cannot quit 

the fond retrofpeft of what once was in one 

favoured fpot, without indulging a diftant 

hope of what may emerge from this dark 

difordered ftate. 
. * * . * 

The melancholy Cowley, the ingenious 

bifhop of Cloyne, and many others, alike 

eminent for virtue and for genius, looked 

forward to this region of liberty as a foil, 

where peace, fcience, and religion could 

have 
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have room to take root and flourilh unmo- 

leited. In thofe primaeval folitudes, en¬ 

riched by the choiceft bounties of nature, 

they might (as thefe benevolent fpeculators 

thought) extend their fhelter to tribes no 

longer lavage, rejoicing in the light of 

evangelic truth, and exalting fcience. Lit¬ 

tle did thefe amiable projeftors know how 

much is to be done before the human mind, 

debafed by habitual vice, and cramped by 

artificial manners in the old world, can wafh 

out its ftains and refume its fimplicity in a 

new; nor did they know through how 

many gradual ftages of culture the untu¬ 

tored intellect of favage tribes mull pafs 

before they become capable of comprehend¬ 

ing thofe truths which to us habit has ren¬ 

dered obvious, or which at any rate we 

have talked of fo familiarly, that we think 

we comprehend them. Thefe proje&ors 

of felicity were not fo ignorant of human 

nature, as to expeft change of place could 

produce an inftantaneous change of charac¬ 

ter; but they hoped to realize an Utopia, 

where juftice lhould be adminiftered on the 

pureft 
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pureft principles; from which venality 

fhould be banifhed, and where mankind 

fhould, through the paths of truth and up- 

rightnefs, arrive at the highed attainable 

happinefs in a date not meant for perfec¬ 

tion. They “ talked the ftyle of gods,5' 

making very little account of “ chance and 

fufferance.” Their fpeculations of the re- 

fult remind me of what is recorded in fome 

ancient writer, of a project for building a 

magnificent temple to Diana in fome one 

of the Grecian dates. A reward was of¬ 

fered to him who fhould eredt, at the pub¬ 

lic cod, with mod tade and ingenuity, a 

dru&ure which fhould do honour both to 

the goddefs and her worfhippers. Several 

candidates appeared. The fird that fpoke 

was a felf fatisfied young man, who, in a 

long florid harangue, defcribed the pillars,, 

the porticoes, and the proportions of this 

intended building, feeming all the while 

more intent on the difplay of his elocution, 

than on the fubje£t of his difcourfe. When 

he had fmifhed, a plain elderly man came 

from behind him, and leaning forwards, 

faid 
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faid in a deep hollow voice, “ All that he 
has faid I will do.” 

William Penn was the man, born to give 

“ a local habitation and a name,” to all that 

had hitherto only floated in the day-dreams 

of poets and philofophers. 

To qualify him for the legiflator of a new 

born fed, with all the innocence and all the 

helplefinefs of infancy, many circumftances 

concurred, that could fcarceever befuppofed 

to happen at once to the fame perfon; born 

to fortune and diftindion,with a mind power¬ 

ful and cultivated, he knew, experimen¬ 

tally, all the advantages to be derived from 

wealth or knowledge, and could not be faid 

ignorantly to defpife them. He had, in his 

early days, walked far enough into the paths 

of folly and diflipation, to know human cha- 

rader in all its varieties, and to fay experi¬ 

mentally all is vanity. With a vigorous 

mind, an ardent imagination, and a heart 

glowing with the warmell benevolence, he 

appears to have been driven, by a repulfive 

abhorrence of the abule of knowledge, of 

pleafure, and pre-eminence, which he had 

witnefled. 
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witneffed, into the oppofite extreme; into a 

feft, the very fird principles of which, clip 

the wings of fancy, extinguifh ambition, and 

bring every druggie for fuperiority, the re- 

fult of uncommon powers of mind, down to 

the dead level of tame equality; a fett, that 

reminds one of the exclufion of poets from 

Plato’s fancied republic, by dripping off all 

the many-coloured garbs with which learn¬ 

ing and imagination have inveded the forms 

of ideal excellence, and reducing them to a 

few fimple realities, arrayed as foberly as 

their votaries. 

This feft, which brings mankind to a re- 

femblance of Thomfon’s Laplanders, 

“ Who little pleafure know, and feel no pain,” 

might be fuppofed the lad to captivate, nay, 

to abforb, fuch a mind as I have been de- 

fcribing. Yet fo it was: even in the midd 

of all this cold humility, dominion was to be 

found. That rule, which of all others, is 

mod gratifying to a mind, confcious of its 

own power, and directing it to the purpoles 

of benevolence, the voluntary fubjedtion of 

mind, 
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mind, the homage which a fe£i pays to 

its leader, is juftly accounted the mo ft grati- 

tying fpecies of power; and to this lurking 

ambition every thing is rendered fubfer- 

vient by thofe, who have once known this 

native and inherent fuperiority. This man, 

who had wafted his inheritance, alienated his 

relations, and eftranged his friends, who had 

foriaken the religion of his anceftors, and in 

a great meafure the cuftoms of his country, 

whom fome charged with folly, and others 

with madnefs, was, neverthelefs, deftined to 

plan with confummate wifdom, and execute 

with indefatigable a£ttvity and immoveable 

firmnefs, a fcheme of government, fuch as 

has been the wifh, at leaft, of every enlarged 

and benevolent mind, (from Plato, down¬ 

wards,) which has indulged fpeculations of 

the kind. The glory of realizing, in fome 

degree, all thefe fair vifions, was, however, 

referved for William Penn alone. 

Imagination delights to dwell on the tran¬ 

quil abodes of plenty, content, and equani¬ 

mity, that fo quickly “ rofe like an exhala¬ 

tion,^ in the domains of this pacific legifla- 

tor. 
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tor. That he fhould expert to protect the 

quiet abodes of his peaceful and induftrious 

followers, merely with a fence of olive, (as 

one may call his gentle inftitutions,) is won¬ 

derful 5 and the more fo, when we confider 

him to have lived in the world, and known 

too well, by his own experience, of what 

difcordant elements it is compofed. A 

mind fo powerful and comprehenfive as his, 

could not but know, that the wealth which 

quiet and blamelefs induftry infenfibly accu¬ 

mulates, proves merely a lure to attract the 

armed fpoiler to the defencelefs dwellings oi 

thofe, who do not think it a duty to protect 

themfelves. 

But when divine ambition /well'd his mind, 

i( Ambition truly great, of virtuous deeds/’ 

he could no otherwife execute his plan of 

utility, than by the agency of a people who 

were bound together by a principle, at once 

adhefive and exclufive, and who were too 

calm and felf-fubdued, too benignant and 

juft to create enemies to themfelves among 

their neighbours, There could be no mo- 

v 

tive 
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tive but the third of rapine, for difturbinga 

community fo inoffenfive; and the founder, 

no doubt, flattered himfelf that the parent 

country would not fail to extend to them 

that prote&ion, which their ufeful lives and 

helplefs date both needed and deferved. 

Never, furely, were inditutions better cal¬ 

culated for nurfing the infancy of a fylvan 

colony, from which the noify pleafures, and 

more budling varieties of life, were necefla- 

rily excluded. The ferene and difpaflionate 

date, to which it feems the chief aim of this 

fedt, to bring the human mind, is precifely 

what is requifite to reconcile it to the priva¬ 

tions that mud be encountered, during the 

early dages of the progreflion of fociety, 

which, necefiarily excluded from the plea- 

fures of refinement, fliould be guarded from 

its pains. 

Where nations in the courfe of time be¬ 

come civilized, the procefs is fo gradual 

from one race to another, that no violent 

effort is required to break through fettled 

habits, and acquire new tades and inclina¬ 

tions, fitted to what might be almod dyled, 

a new 
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a new mode of exiftence. But when colo¬ 

nies are firft fettled, in a country fo entirely 

primitive as that to which William Penn led 

his followers, there is a kind of retrograde 

movement of the mind, requifite to recon¬ 

cile people to the new duties and new views 

that open to them, and to make the total 

privation of wonted objects, modes, and 

amufements, tolerable. 

Perfect fimplicity of talle and manners, 

and entire indifference to much of what the 

world calls pleafure, were neceffary to make 

life tolerable to the firft fettlers in a tracklefs 

wildernefs. Thefe habits of thinking and 

living, fo difficult to acquire, and fo painful 

when forced upon the mind by inevitable 

neceffity, the quakers brought with them, 

and left, without regret, a world from which 

they were already excluded by that auftere 

fimplicity which peculiarly fitted them for 

their new fituation. A kindred fimplicity, 

and a fimilar ignorance of artificial refine¬ 

ments and high feafoned pleafures, produced 

the fame effect in qualifying the firft fettlers 

at Albany to fupport the privations, and 

endure 
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endure the inconveniences of their noviciate 
I 

in the forefts of the new world. But to 

return to William Penn; the fair fabric he 

had erected, though it fpeedily fulfilled the 

utmoft promife of hope, contained within 

itfelf the principle of diffolution, and, from 

the very nature of the beings which com* 

pofed it, mult have decayed, though the re¬ 

volutionary fhock had not fo foon fhaken 

its foundations. Sobriety and prudence 

lead naturally to wealth, and wealth to au¬ 

thority, which foon ftrikes at the root of 

the fhort lived principle of equality. A 

fingle inftance may occur here and there, 

but who can ever fuppofe nature running fo 

contrary to her bias that all the opulent 

members of a community ihould acquire or 

inherit wealth for the mere purpofe of giving 

it away? Where there are no elegant arts to 

be encouraged, no elegant pleafures to be 

procured, where ingenuity is not to be re¬ 

warded, or talent admired or exercifed, 

what is wealth but a cumbrous load, finking 

the owner deeper and deeper into groffnefs 

and dulnefs, having no incitement to exer- 
. cife 
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cife the only faculties permitted him to ufe, 

and few objefls to relieve in a community 

from which vice and poverty are equally ex¬ 

cluded by their induftry, and their whole- 

fome rule of expulfion. We all know that 

there is not in fociety a more ufelefs and dif- 

gufting charadter than what is formed by 

the poffeffion of great wealth without ele¬ 

gance or refinement, without, indeed, that 

liberality which can only refult from a certain 

degree of cultivation. What then would a 

community be, entirely formed of fuch per- 

fons, or, fuppoAng fuch a community to 

exift, how long would they adhere to the 

Ample manners of their founder, with fuch 

' a Source of corruption mingled with their 

very exiftence. Detachment from pleafure 

and from vanity, frugal and Ample habits, 

and a habitual clofe adherence to fome par¬ 

ticular trade or employment, are circuni- 

ftances that have a fure tendency to enrich 

the individuals who practife them. This in 

the end is “ to give humility a coach and 

“ fix’” or’ in ^ality, to deltroy the very 

principle 
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principle of adhefion which binds and con* 

tinues the feCt. 

Highly eftimable as a fed, thefe people 

were refpeCtable and amiable in their col¬ 

lective capacity as a colony. But then it 

was an inftitution fo conftruCted, that, with¬ 

out a miracle, its virtues mull have expired 

with its minority. I do not here fpeak of 

the neceffity of its being governed and pro¬ 

tected by thofe of different opinions, but 

merely of wealth flagnating without its pro¬ 

per application. Of this humane commu¬ 

nity it is but juft to fay, that they were the 

only Europeans in the new world who al¬ 

ways treated the Indians with probity like 

their own, and with kindnefs calculated to 

do honour to the faith they profeffed. I 

fpeak of them now in their collective capa¬ 

city. They too are the only people that, 

in a temperate, judicious, (and, I truft, fuc- 

cefsful) manner, have endeavoured, and (till 

endeavour to convert the Indians to chrifti* 

anity } for them too was referved the ho¬ 

nourable diftinCtion of being the only body 
who 
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who facrificed inter eft to humanity, by vo¬ 

luntarily giving freedom to thofe flaves 

whom they held in eafy bondage. Ihat a 

government fo conftituted could not, in the 

nature of things, long exift, is to be re¬ 

gretted ; that it produced fo much good to 

others, and fo much comfort and profperity 

to its fubje&s while it did exift, is an ho¬ 

nourable teftiniony of the worth and wifdom 

of its benevolent founder. 

VOL. II. a CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

ProfpeHs brightening in Britifh America.—Ddirable 

Country on the interior Lakes, &c. 

|_jowever difcouraging the profped of 

fociety on this great continent may at 

prefent appear, there is every reafon to hope 

that time, and the ordinary courfe of events, 

may bring about a defirable change; but in 

the prefent hate of things, no government 

feems 1 efs calculated to promote the happi- 

nefs of its fubjefts, or to enfure permanence 

to i tie If, than that feeble and unftable 

fyftem which is only calculated for a com- 

munity comprifing more virtue, and more 

union than fuch a heterogeneous mixture 

can be fuppofed to have attained. States, 

like individuals, purchafe vvifdom by fuffer- 

ing, and they have probably much to endure 

before they affume a fixed and determinate 
form. 

idiout partiality it may be fafelyaverred, 

that 
•i 
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that notwithstanding the feverity of the 

climate, and other unfavourable circumftan- 

ces, the provinces of Britilh America are 

the abode of more prefent fafety and hap- 

pinefs, and contain fituations more favour¬ 

able to future elfablilhments, than any with¬ 

in the limits of United States. 

To Hate all the grounds upon which this 

opinion is founded, might lead me into dif- 

cufiions, narratives, and defcription which 

might fwell into a volume, more interefting 

than either of the preceding ones. But 

being at prefent neither able nor inclined to 

do juflice to the fubjed, I fhall only briefly 

obferve firfl:,' with regard to the govern¬ 

ment, that it is one to which the governed 

are fondly attached, and which like religion 

becomes endeared to its votaries, by the 

fufferings they have endured for their ad¬ 

herence to it. It is confonant to their ear- 

liefl prejudices, and fandioned by heredi¬ 

tary attachment. The climate is indeed 

fevere, but it is fteady and regular, the Ikies 

in the interior are clear, the air is pure. 

The fummer, with all the heat of warm cli- 

mates 
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mates to cherifh the productions of the earth, 

is not fubjefct to the drought that in fuch 

climates fcorches and deflroys them. Abun¬ 

dant woods afford fhelter and fuel, to mi¬ 

tigate the feverity of winter; and ftreams 

rapid and copious flow in all directions to 

refrefh the plants and cool the air, during 

their fhort but ardent fummer. 

The country, barren at the fea-fide, does 

not afford an inducement for thofe exten- 

five fettlements which have a tendency 

to become merely commercial from their 

fituation. It becomes more fertile as it 

recedes further from the fea. Thus hold¬ 

ing out an inducement to purfue nature into 

her favourite retreats, where, on the banks 

of mighty waters, calculated to promote all 

the purpofes of focial traffic among the in¬ 

habitants, the richeft foil, the happieft cli¬ 

mate, and the moft complete detachment 

from the world promife a fafe afylum to 

thofe who carry the arts and the literature 

of Europe, hereafter to grace and enligh¬ 

ten fcenes where agriculture has already 

made rapid advances. 
In 
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In the dawning light which already 

begins to rife in thefe remote abodes, much 

may be difcovered of what promifes a brigh¬ 

ter day. Excepting the remnant of the 

old Canadians, who are a very inoffenfive 

people, patient and cheerful, attached to 

monarchy, and much affimilated to our 

modes of thinking and living, thefe pro¬ 

vinces are peopled, for the mod part, with 

inhabitants poflefled of true Britifh hearts 

and principles: veterans who have fhed 

their blood, and fpent their belt days in the 

fervice of the parent country, and royalifts 

who have fled here for a refuge, after de¬ 

voting their property to the fupport of their 

honour and loyalty; who adhere toge¬ 

ther and form a fociety graced by that 

knowledge and thofe manners which ren¬ 

dered them refpe&able in their original Hate, 

with all the experience gained from ad- 

verfity, and that elevation of fentiment 

which refults from the confcioufnefs of 

having fuflfered in a good caufc. Here, 

too, are clufters of emigrants who have fled 

unacquainted with the refinements, and free 

from the contaminations of the old world, to 
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leek for that bread and peace, which the 

progrefs of luxury and the change of man¬ 

ners denied them at home. Here they come 

in kindly confederation, refolved to cherifh 

m thofe kindred groupes, which have left 

" ith focial borrow their native mountains, 

the cuifoms and traditions, the language 

and the love of their anceltors, and to find 

comfort in that religion, which has been 

ever their fupport and their fhield, for all 

that they have left behind*. 

It is by tribes of individuals intimately 

connected with each other by fome com¬ 

mon tie, that a country is moil advanta- 

geoufly fettled} to which the obvious 

fuperiority in point of principle and union 

that diftinguifhes Britifh America from the 

United States, is chiefly owing. Our pro¬ 

vinces afford no room for wild fpeculations 

either of the commercial or political kind ; 

regular, moderate trade, promifing little be¬ 

yond a comfortable fubfiftence, and agri- 

* It IS need lei's to enlarge on a fubjedt. to which 

Lord Selkirk has done inch ample jufliee, who wanted 

nothing but a little experience and a lit Lie aid, to make 

the bell pra6lical comments on his own judicious ob- 

fervations. 

culture* 
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culture, requiring much induftry and fet¬ 

tled habits, are the only paths open to ad¬ 

venturers ; and the chief inducement to 

emigration is the poffibility of an attached 

fociety of friends and kindred, finding room 

to dwell together, and meeting, in the depth 

of thefe fertile wilds, with fimilar alfocia- 

tions. Hence folitary and defperate adven¬ 

turers, the vain, the turbulent, and the am¬ 

bitious, fhun thefe regulated abodes of quiet 

induftry, for fcenes more adapted to their 
genius. 

I fhall now conclude my recolle&ions, 

which circumftances have often rendered 

very painful $ but will not take upon me 

to enlarge on thofe hopes that flretch a 

dubious wing into temporal futurity, in 

fearch of.a brighter day, and a better order 

of things. Content if I have preferved fome 

records of a valuable life; thrown fome 

glimmering light upon the progrefs of fo¬ 

ciety in that peculiar ftate, which it was 

my fate to witnefs and to fhare; and afford- 

ed fome hours of harmlefs amufement to 

thofe lovers of nature and of truth, who 

can patiently trace their progrefs through 

a tale 
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a tale devoid alike of regular arrangement, 

furprifmg variety, and artificial embellifh- 

ment*. 

* The reader, who has patiently gone on to the 

conclufion of thefe defultory memoirs, will perhaps 

regret parting with that fingular alfociation of people, 

the Mohawk tribes, without knowing where the few 

that remain have taken up their abode. It is but doing 

juftice to this diftinguifhed race to fay, that, though 

diminifhed, they were not fubdued; though voluntary 

exiles, not degraded. Their courage and fidelity were 

to the laft exerted in the mod trying exigencies. True 

to their alliance with that nation with whom they had 

ever lived in friendfhip, and faithful to that refpe6table 

family, who had formed at once the cement and the 

medium by which that alliance was confirmed, and 

through which aflurances of attachment and afliftance 

had been tranfmitted, all that remained of this powerful 

nation followed Sir John Johnfon (the fon of their revered 

Sir William) into Upper Canada, where they now find 

a home around the place of his refidence. One old 

man alone, having no living tie remaining, would not 

forfake the tombs of his anceftors, and remains like 

lt A watchman on the lonely hill 5’* or rather like a fad 

memento of an extinguifhed nation. 

F1NI S. 
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